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PREFACE. 



THE object of the present publication is 
to. give an outline of the origin, progress, and 
actual state of the Revolution in Spanish 
America. The author has confined himself^ 
as much as possible, to the simple relation 
of facts, leaving it to his readers to draw 
their conclusions from them.. All that is 
contained in the book is to be found in offi- 
cial and other authentic documents. Of 
many of the facts related, the author himself 
has been witness, and of many others he 
possesses detailed accounts from men of 
credit and information. He has not neglect* 
•d any publication on the subject from which 
1* 
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useful matter was to be obtained ; viz. the 
newspapers printed in every part of Ameri- 
ca ; the bulletins of the military command- 
ers ; La Historia de la Revolucion de Mexi- 
co, by El Doctor Don Jose Guerra; the 
Exposg to the Prince Regent of England, by 
Mr. W. Walton ; the articles inserted in El 
Espanol, by D. J. M. Blanco White; and 
the work De Colonies et de TAmerique, by 
M^ de Pradt. It may, perhaps, be objected 
to the narrative, that it is incomplete in 
omitting the relation of some of those- re- 
volting cruelties which stain the history of 
every such contest, and have not been want- 
ing here. The author believes, however^ 
that quite enough of them is detailed to give 
a just idea of the spirit which has been ac- 
tuating the parties in the war^ and that was 
the object. 

This Work will labour under one disad- 
vantage in seeking the approbation of the 
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reader accustomed to a correct English 
style; Spanish idioms will be found in it, 
and, perhaps, other imperfections springing 
from the same source. These may not affect 
the sense of the Work, but the effect being 
unpleasant to correct taste, it would have 
been well had they been avoided. 
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PART L 

MATTERS RELATING TO SPANISH AMERICA. 
GENERALLY. 



CHAl^TER I. 

Territorial Divisiont of Spanish America^ — Manner in 
whkh it TMLS governed before the war^^-^ttempts at re^ 
vohaion in the last century.^^rievances of tMch the 
Americans complained. 

Tbb coDtinental part of Spanish America, as politicalljr 
difided by the Spanish government, comprehends the 
vicerojalties of New Spain or Mexico, Santa Fe de Bo- 
gota or New Grenada, Peru, Buenos Ayres or the pro* 
▼iDces of Rio de la Plata, and the captain-generalships 
of Goatemala, Venezuela, and Chili. These territories 
were, before 1810, governed by chiefs named by the 
king of Spain, who acted independently of each other^ 
The viceroyalties and captain-generalships were subdi- 
vided into iniendencias and provinces, over which presi* 
ded intendentesy gohemadores, or corregidores, likewise 
named by the king, but dependeSnt on the viceroys or 
captains-general. The provinces were again divided in* 
to departments, in which resided the delegates of the- 
, chiefs of the provinces, and the judges called alcaldeSy 
named by the municipalities cabildosy there to maintain 
the civil power. The viceroys and captains-general 
united in themselves the civil and military powers ; and 
though generally these united powers were likewise vest- 
ed in the governors, sometimes there were chiefs, nam«d. 
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eonmandaintes^ who separately held in the provinces the 
military command. The municipalities had the care of 
provisioning the towns^ and of the minor police, which 
has for its object the health and comfort of the inhabitants. 

The administration of justice was intrusted to magis- 
trates, called oidoresy who, when united, formed the ju- 
dicial courts, named audiencias. Of these the presidents 
were the chie& residing in the towns in which the audi^ 
encia had place, viz. Mexico, Guadalaxara, Goatemala, 
Caraccas, Santa Fe de Bogota, Q^uito, Lima, Cusco, 
Chuquisaca, Chili, and Buenos Ajres. The generality' 
of causes were first tried by the governors, corregidores, 
their delegates, or the alcaldes, who acted by the advice 
of a lawyer^ asesoTy unless they were themselves law-pro- 
fedsors ; their sentence had to be confirmed by the audi^ 
efuna^ and in case of dissatisfaction the cause was tried a 
second time by that court. Many privileged cases, los 
easos de corte^ were solely tried by the audiencias. 

According to the solemn and special contract entered 
into between the kings ol Spaiui and the discoverers, coa* 
querors, and settlers in Spanish America, these last were 
to remain lords of the country, on the basis of feudal yas* 
salage, under the names of encommderos. Such, how- 
ever, was the inhuman conduct of the first of these to*- 
wards the natives, that Charles the fifth and his successors 
were under the necessity of gradually abolishing many 
of their privileges; and the encomiendas (e\\ at length, in 
most of the provinces, to the crown : certain lesser pri* 
vileges were then granted ta the settlers, in lieu of those 
originally possessed, with the titles of marquis, count, &c. 

Spanish America was from that time considered ai 
a kingdom, independent in itself, yet united to Spain, a3 
being both under the government of one king. It was ii» 
consequence enacted, that from the laws of the Indies, all 
title, name, or notion of conquest should be erased^ aad 
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the Indians declared subjects of the king, in all respects 
the same as the Castilians. The incorporation of Spanish 
America to the crown of Castile was decreed by Charles 
the fifth, in Barcelona, the 14th of September, 1519, and 
confirmed by Donna Juana, Philippe the second, and 
Charles the second. And ** considering," concludes the 
emperor Charles the fifth, *^ the fidelity of our vassals, 
and the fatigues which the discoverers and settlers expe- 
rienced in making their discoveries and settlements, and 
in order that they may possess vtrith more certainty and 
confidence the right of always remaining united to our 
royal crown, we promise, and pledge our faith and royal 
word, in behalf of ourselves, and the kings our successors, 
for ever and ever, that their cities and settlements on no 
account or reason, or in favour of any person whatever^ 
shall be alienated, or separated, wholly or in part ; and 
that Tf we^ or any of our successors should make any gift 
or alienation thereof, contrary to our express declaration^ 
the same shall be held as null and void." Ley. 1. tit. 1. 
lib. 3. Ley 7. tit. 1. lib. 4. de la Recopilacion de Indias. 

In the opening of the royal <3ecree, published in the 
year 1524, for the nomination of a supreme council for 
the Indies, the term kingdom is expressly used.; and its 
use is accompanied with the admission, that the inhabi* 
tants had a natural right to hold the appointments of pro- 
fit and honour in the country^. Baron Humboldt, in his 
Essai Politique on New Spaiin, chap. 12. lib. 5. observes, 
that the kings of Spain, by taking the title of king of the 
Indies, have considered these distant possessions rather 
as integral parts of the Spanish monarchy, or as provin- 
ces dependent on the crownr of Castile, than as colonies^ 
iu ^the sense attached to that word, since the sixteenth 
century, by the commercial nations of Europe. 

The energetic 'remonstrances of Mantenno^ Cordova/ 
Lai Ccm»t and others^ to the court of Spain, against the 
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^rbrtrary' measures of ihe conquerors and settlers, gave 
rise to the establishment of the council of the Indies. 
This council is empowered by titulo 2^ lib. 2^ de la 
flecopilacion de Indias, to make laws, pragmaticcbs, or- 
denanzas, kc, &c« for the Indies, as being invested with 
the supreme authority over them, and was at the same 
time commanded to watch over the execution of the laws 
enacted to favour the new subjects. These,, with many 
regulations scarcely deserving the name of laws, because 
flo perfectly frivolous, form the basis of the code named 
Recopilacion de Indias, 

The legislative power of the kingdom of the Indies 
rested then in the council of the Indies and the king ; and 
the executive power in the viceroys and captains-gene- 
ral. The viceroys were invested besides with roycd 
jxmer ; that is to say, they j(rere authorized by a special 
commission' to act with plenitude pf power in extraordi- 
nary and delicate emergencies. 

The royal pleasure was expressed hf cedulus reaies^ 
&c. (principum ptacita et rescripta,) which, though never 
>united into a foody of laws, and very frequently revoked, 
formed t(ie first legislative code of Spanish America. 
After this ranked la RecopUaciwh de Indias^ that of CcU' 
tUla, and the common law, or las siete partidas. Titulo 
1. Hbro 2. de la Recopilacion. Where all these proved 
defective, which was often the case, reference was made 
to the opinion of law-practrtioners. 

The system of finance was founded on the following 
principles : 1st, That the king was proprietor of the 
land, lib. 4. tit. 12. de\la Recopilacion. 2dly, The In- 
dians paid a contribution by a poll-tax or capitation, lib. 
'6. tit 12. and lib. 6. tit. 15. ; and by the Mita in Peru, 
€very Indian was obliged lo work in the mines for eigh* 
teen months, not at one continued period, but at different 
tiinesy making in the whole eighteen months, between the 
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%ges of eighteen and fifty, ddlj, A tenth part of the pra* 
duce of the cultivated land was paid under the denomi- 
nation of tithes, which were levied for the protection the 
king granted to churches, according to an agreement 
made with different popes ; see titulo dt ditzmos in the 
Reeopilacion, 4th, The indirect taxes were the custom* 
house duties ; the altabaUiy or duty paid on selling almost 
every article of commerce or provisions, and the fifth, 
quinto^ of all gold and silver extracted from the mines not 
belonging to the king ; see the iittdos de la alcahda^ ea- 
sdyo del oro &c. in the RecopUacion. There were articles, 
the sale of which was confined to the king^s officers, as 
tobacco, and salt, and cards ; and the revenue arising 
frona the postage of letters went likewise into the king's 
treasury, and, in many provinces, a duty was paid for 
the right of keeping boats to cross the rivers, for keeping 
game-cocks, and for selling the beverages called pulche^ 
guarapOf &c. see titulo de los Estancoe in the RecopiUt'^ 
don; instructions for the IntenderUeSy &c. The collec- 
tion of these taxes was intrusted to different officers in 
the different departments of the administration, and the 
product of them was deposited in the general treasury ; 
from whence it was sent to Spain, or disposed of other- 
wise, according to the orders of the juntas superiores de 
Hacienduy which were assembled in the capitals, and 
were composed o( the Intendente^ who was the president, 
the regente of the Audiencia^ two contadorei majores^ the 
Jiscal^ called de lo chilt the offkial reat^ senior in office, 
and one escribano reed. 

From the most exact calculations, it is supposed that 
the continental part of Spanish America contains thirteen 
millions of inhabitants ; Indians, Spaniards, Negroes, and 
their descendants, without including the nations of Indians 
still existing independent of the Spiinish govemtnent, on 
the banks of the Meta, the costa of the Guagiros, on the 
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banks of the Ojronocp, Rio Negro, Pampas de Buenos 
A J res, &c. Fart of the population of Spanish America 
is employed in agriculture, espQcialljr in Venezuela, 
Goateroala, Guayaqudil, Chili, Carthagena, &c» ; many 
in the care of cattle, parttcuiarJj in the provinces of Rio 
de la Plata, and. part of Venezuela ; while the inhabit- 
ants of several provinces of Mexico, Peru, and Nenr 
Grenada, are. almost wholly employed in working the 
mines. 

The Indians and Negroes have retained in a great 
measure their primitiv^e customs ; the Creoles have re- 
ceived theirs from the Spaniards. The Catholic religion 
being that of Spanish America, the church government 
and ecclesiastical dignities are the same as in- the mother 
country ; archbishops, bishops, &c. who were nominated 
by the king^ in conformity with the privilege granted to 
him by Julius the Second, in the year 1508, which is 
called real paironato. See tit. 6. lib. 1. de la Recppila- 
cion. The inquisition was also established in the new 
continent 

Considerable ignorance, even of the most necessary 
arts of life, reigned throughput these immense territories 
. with the exception of the capitals ; and in Mexico, Lima, 
and Santa Fe de Bogota, the studies of medicine and 
some branches of natural history are pursued with much 
success. The Creoles applied themselves with much 
earnestness to theology and law, for in those pursuits 
alone was honour to be obtained. They actually too^ 
the degree of doctor from the universities, of wiuch there 
were nine in Spanish America. 

All access to . the Sfianish settlements was not merely 
closed to foreigners, but even the inhabitants of the dif* 
fereut provinces were prohibited from intercourse witii 
one another ; ley 8. tit. 18. lib. 4. Cedula of 1009 ; ley 
^9, and 6J8. tit. 45. lib. 9. Recojfnlawn de Indim. Com-^ 
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ttierce was exclusively carried on with dpafn, and wa» 
almost entirely in the hands of the Spaniards. Ley 7. 
tit. 87. libro 9. de (a Recopilacion, prohibits the inhMi* 
anta of Spanish America^ under penalty of deaths to trade 
with foreigners on a/Mf pretext whatever* About the end 
of the last century, there were some few instances of 
special licenses having been obtained from the viceroy]^ 
and captains-general to trade with the Antillas, in cases 
of very difficult communication with the mother country^ 
In 1797 the court of Madrid was under the necessity of 
allowing some of the ports of Terra Firma to ht open- 
ed for the advantage of commerce ; for, in consequence 
of the war, Spain found hen^lf unable to supply her dis- 
tant colonies with those Eurbpean articles they bad Ibn^ 
been accustomed to, and which had consequently become 
to them necessaries. Urged by similar motives, Cisne- 
roft, the viceroy of the provinces of Rio de la Ptata^ ih 
1809, opened the ports of Buenos Ayres, that a free trade 
Alight be carried on with the nationi^ in alliance with 
Spain. 

The court of Madrid very fong maintained its power 
hi tl^ new continent, though support6(f by but a small 
number of Spanish troops, the Creoles being cordially at- 
tached to the mother country, and the Indians unable to 
free themselves : but about the middle of the last cen- 
tury there was, in Caraccas, a plan of conspiracy formed 
by a Canarian named Leon, who, trusting to the support 
of his partisans, whom he considered numerous, intended 
to destroy the company of Guipuscoa^ to which the pri- 
vilege had been granted of e&ciusively trading with Ve- 
nezuela. His design was however discovered, he was 
condemned to death, his house razed to the ground, and 
a column placed on the spot to perpetuate horror of hi« 
plan. 

.An act of injustice to which Pon J. O, Tupac-Anpara 
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had been exposed bj the Audiencta of Lima, and the itt- 
sults be bad received from a cor^regidor, added to a feel- 
ing of the abject state to which the Indian nations were 
.reduced by the oppressions of the RepartimienioSy and by 
the new taxes imposed upon them, gave rise to the insur- 
rection which took pliace in Peru in 1780. By the sys- 
^m of the RepartimientoSj the Indians were obliged to 
receive their necessary supplies of goods, hardware, and 
mules from the corregidores at the prices they fixed, and 
en the credit they thought proper to give. 

(The exertions of several individuals who came forward 
in the general cause, at the instigation of Tupac-Amaru, 
jaoon spread a spirit of resistance for three hundred leagues 
through the interior of the country, where the most bloody, 
^enes soon were exhibited. It was at first little more 
than a slight revolt of the native Indians against the op- 
pression of the corregidores and other ageuU of govern- 
ment. The contest lasted three years with varied succese, 
and Tupac- Amaru had been hailed Ynca of Peru. The 
conduct of Tupac- Amaru, however, did not <^onciHate the 
minds of the people, and the efforts of the Indians became 
feeble, partly on account of the difficulty they found in 
being supplied with arms and ammunition. The combined 
attacks of the troops of Buenos Ayres and Lima, then gave 
confidence to the Spaniards, in whose favour the greatest 
part of the people declared, notwithstanding their earnest 
desire for a change in the administration. Tupac- Amaru, 
and many of the principal leaders of the faction, were 
put to death in a shocking manner. 

In 1781, in consequence of some reforms, and ad- 
ditional taxes imposed in New Grenada, by the Regente 
Pineres, the province of Socorro, one of the most popu- 
lous of that viceroyalty, openly declared against the late" 
changes ; and having assembled near seventeen thousand 
flien, they marched against^Santa Fe de Bogota, crying^ 
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•^ Long live the king, but death to our bad goTerDors.'*^ 
The capita] was in a defeaceiess state, and ihey proceed- 
ed in triumph till they reached the plain called Mortmoy 
about tvi^elve leagues from Santa Fe, where they met the 
archbishop Gongora, dressed in his pontifical robes, hold- 
ing the host in his hands. At such an unexpected meet- 
ing the Soeorrenos halted, impressed with awe and aston- 
ishment ; and the archbishop, availing himself qf diis hap" 
P7 moment, proposed to their leader, Don Salvador Plata, 
to hold a conference. The result was, that thgy came to- 
tefms^ of accommodation, add the assembled multitude dis- 
persed. The Sdcorrenos afterwards complained that the 
articles of capitulation were never complied with. 

Some few Creoles and Spaniards, well acquainted with 
the principles laid down by the French politicians in the 
early period of the French Revolution, and even with 
those of the writers who had immediately preceded that 
period, formed a plan for revolution in Caraccas in 1797« 
Th^y treated with contempt the Spanish government, 
their navy having received many severe blows; and 
above all trusting to the protection of the English, in cdn- 
sequence of Mr. Pitt's well-known plan of giving inde* 
pendence to Terra Firma. The conspiracy was disco<^ 
vered when on the eve of breaking out, and the ostensible 
leaders, Don M. Gual and Don J. M. Espana, made their 
escape to the neighbouring island. Don Espana return- 
ed two years after to La Guayra, but being discovered, 
he was hanged. The following is Sir Thomas Picton's 
proclamation, which was circulated through the contigui- 
ous islands at that time : — "By virtue of an official pa- 
per, which I, the governor of this island of Trinidad, have 
received from the right honourable Henry Dundas, minis- 
ter of his Britannic Majesty for foreign affairs, dated, 7th 
> April, 1797, which I here publish in obedience to orders, 
2* 
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and for the use which your Excellencies may draw from 
its publication, in order that you may communicate its 
tenor, which is literally as follows : — *.The object which 
at present I desire most particularly to recommend to 
your attention, is the means which might be best adapted 
to liberate the people of the continent hear to the island 
of Trinidad, from the oppressive and tyrannic system 
which supports, with so much rigour, the monopoly of 
commerce, under the title of exclusive registers, which 
Aeir gov^ment licenses demand ; also to draw the 
greatest advantages possible, and which the local situa- 
tion of the island presents, by opening a direct and free 
communication with the other parts of the woridj without . 
prejudice to the commerce of the British nation. In or- 
der to fulfil this intention with greater facility, it will be 
prudent for your Excellency to animate the inhabitants of 
Trinidad ia keeping up the communication which they 
had with those of Terra Firma, previous (o the reduction 
of that island ; under the assurance, that they will find 
there an entrepoty or general magazine of every sort of 
goods whatever. To this end, bis Britannic Majesty has 
determined tn council to grant freedom to the ports of 
Trinidad, with a direct trade to Great Britain.' 

'* With regard to the hopes you entertain of raising the 
spirits of those persons, with whom you are in correspond- 
ence, towards encouraging the inhabitants to resiit the 
oppressive authority of their government^ I have little mor^ 
to sayy than that they may he certain that^ whenever they 
are in that dispositioUy they may receive at your hands aU 
the succours to be expectedfrotn his Britannic Majesty, be it 
TMnth forces y or with arms and ammunition to any extent ; 
with the assurance, that the views of his Britannic Majesty 
go no further than to secure to them their independence^ 
without pretending to any stroereignty over their eountryy nor 
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even to itUerfere in the prrvUeget of the people^ nor in their 
pditical, civil f or religious righXs,*^ 

*'»tjteVr7W.' \ THOMAS PICTON, &c. &c. 

^o assi$t the revolutionary party in Spanish America4 
the English cabinet paid the expedition of Miranda to > 
Venezuela in 1806, and sent that of Whitelocke to Bue< 
nos Ayres in 1807,. both of which however failed,' 

The different attacks made by the English and French 
on the coasts of Spanish America obliged the Spaniards 
to form a plan for raising an additional military force to 
assist the array already stationed in the port9, in case of 
any renewed attack. The civil commotions above allu- 
ded to gave rise likewise to a desirable military system^ 
for placing the capitals in a situation which might enable 
the chiefs both to give and receive support in case of any 
insurrection. But although the troops were chiefly con< 
cent rated in the capitals, some were still kept in the pro-* 
vinces to enforce allegiance in case of necessity. 

When we observe the attachment of the Spaniards to 
their country, the respect the Creoles entertained {ox 
Spain, the feeble minds of the Indians, and the state of po- 
litical insignificance in which the other races were kept, it 
is not wonderful that for three centuries they should have 
submitted to be governed by laws established in a coun- 
try more than two thousand leagues distant, without 
making any effort for independence. And when some 
enterprising characters endeavoured to excite revolt, the 
difficulties which attended their undertaking, and the fa- 
cility with which the Spanish government stifled their 
plans for independence, may easily be accounted for, by 
the vigilance of the chiefs, as well as of the inquisition, 
and the apathy of the Creoles, the natural consequence 
pf their education. 

J do not pretend, however, to assert that the inhabits 
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ants of Spanish America were satisfied witb the court of 
Madrid ; on the contrary, I affirm that they were highly 
discontented. The following were grievances of which 
they complained ; 1st, The arbitrary power exercised 
by the viceroys and captains-general, who very often 
eluded the laws, and even the orders they received from 
the king ; see ley 173. tit. 16. lib. 2. de la ReeopiUicion, 
in which it complains that the ^ers sent by the king to 
Spanish America, were Jreqvently impeached and deposed^ 
which was never the case with those nominated by the vice' 
roys. 2d, That the audicncias were composed of Eu» 
ropeans, who in trials were sole judges, and who had the 
power of interpreting the laws in their very application. 
3d, That it was under the authority of the audiencias 
that clandestine decisions were often made, nocturnal ar- 
rests, banishment without previous trial, and numerous 
other hardships. ^ 4th, That they were treated with dis- 
trust by the goveniment, notwithstanding the loyalty 
which they manifested in the war for succession to the 
crown of Spain, in their resistance to the suggestions of 
the French and English to induce them to revolt, and, 
above all, in the byal behaviour and uncommon courage 
which they displayed when Carthagcna and Buenos 
Ayres were attacked by the English. 5th, That they 
were obliged to bear insults from the meanest of the 
Spaniards, who, merely because of their European birth, 
eonsidered themselves superior, and, as it were, mas- 
ters of the Spanish Americans. Among many other ex- 
amples of this, the report may be quoted, which was 
made to the king by his fiscal, on the petition of the city 
of Merida de Maracaybo, rn Venezuela, to found a uni* 
versity ; the opinion of the fiscal was, that " the petition 
was to be refused,'* '• because it isoas unsuitable to pro- 
mote learning in Spanish America, where the inhabitants 
'opeared destined by nature to work in the mines,^* After 
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a pretended solemn deliberation of the consulado or board 
of trade in Mexico, the members informed the cortes, that 
** the Indians were a race of monkeys y filled with vice and 
ignorance^ automatons^ unworthy of representing or being 
represented.^'' ' 6th, That, notwithstanding the original 
compact made between the king, and the first settlers io 
Spanish America, ley 13. titulo 2. libro 3. de la Recopi- 
lacion, which stipulated, '< that in all cases of governments 
justice, administration of finances, commissions, &c. the 
first discoverers, then the pacificadorsy and, lastly, the 
settlers, and those bom in the said provinces^ were to be 
preferred in all appointments and public employments ;'^ 
the Creoles were gradually shut out from all participation 
in local commands and dignities : for( from the period o( 
the first settlements, until ttie year 1810, out of one hun« 
dred and sixty -six viceroys, and five hundred and eighty- 
eight captains-general, governors, and prefiidents appoint- 
ed in Spanish America, only eighteen have been CreoleSi 
and these few only in consequence of their having been 
educated in Spain^i when, at the same time, th^ Creoles 
irere prohibited from visiting the mother country, with- 
out an express permission from the king, which could 
enly be obtained with much difficulty. 7tfa, That the 
prosperity of Spanish America was viewed with such a 
jealous eye by the Spanish government, that no manufac- 
tories were permitted, though Spain could not furnish 
merchandise sufficient for the consumption of her settle- 
ments ; and that even the plantations of the colonial pro- 
duce were restricted. As an example of such restriction,, 
although Spain paid considerable sums annually to For* 
tugal, for tobacco supplied from the Brazils, yet only a^ 
certain number of tobacco plants was allowed to be cul- 
tivated in South America, and that number was fixed by 
th0 king's officers ; and were a single plant found more 
than the number allowed to each cultivator, the wholQ 
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plantation was in danger of being rooted up. Another 
example of this kind was, the prohibition of extracting 
oils, or of making wine or brandy, or of planting vines or 
almond trees in any province of Spanish America, ex- 
cepting Peru or Chilj.v^ and that exception was in conse- 
quence of the length of the voyage from Spain for articles 
of so heavy a nature ; and even the wine, almonds, &c. 
produced in Chili and Peru, were not permitted to be 
sent to Mexico, New Grenada, or Terra Firma; titulo 18. 
libro 14. de la Recopilacion :.and to counterbalance these 
privileges enjoyed in Chili and Peru, to cultivate tobacco 
or the sugar-cane was forbidden in Chili. Otb, And ia 
order to check the progress of population, and to keep 
distinct the different classes, there were many laws tend* 
ing to put obstacles to marriage. Vide ctdndas sobre el 
disenso^ y varias leye9 dd Recopikteion sobre los mtUrimo^ 

Notwithstanding these complaints, Spanish America 
might have existed in its dependent state many genera* 
tions, I might say centuries. The court of Madrid knevr 
perfectly well how to answer the petitions of its Ameri- 
can subjects without redressing their grievances; how to 
keep them distant from public affairs ; how to grant or to 
refuse their demands, without impairing the general sys- 
tem of exclusion with regard to them adopted by Spain. 
. But Napoleon Bonaparte, who was, in fact, already mas-^ 
ter of the peninsula, and possessor of the wealth of Atne* 
Tica, by the influence be had in the court of Ma<lrid, hav- 
ing invaded the kingdom, and seized the royal family of 
Spain, loosened those bonds which united the new to the 
old world, and gave rise to a revolution which) from the 
wide extent of the country in which it is seated, its cha- 
racter, and consequences, is unparalleled in the annals cif 
history. 



d by Google 



23 



CHAPTER IL 



The confusion in the state of Spain produced by 'Bonaparie'B 
mzure of the Kingt and invasion^ leaves the Spani^ 
Mfnerkane at a loss homo to act.^--Their loyal behaviour.^^ 
The first attempts to establish juntas in America, 

IN the deserted state in which Spain considered ber« 
self in consequence of tJie supposed arrangements made 
at Bayonne in lb09, those provinces which were still un- 
occupied by the French, ^established for themselves as- 
semblies under the denomination of juntos, each assuming 
in its respective district the supreme authority. That of 
Seville^ taking the appellation of junta supteima gubema' 
tiva de Espcma e Indias, sent deputies into, every part of 
America, who, the better to succeed in their mission, 
falsely represented that the junta of Seville was acknow- 
ledged and obeyed throughout Spain, and required in 
America a similar acknowledgment of its authority. At 
the same time the regency established by king Ferdinand 
at Madrid, before his departure to meet Napoleon Bona- 
parte, endeavoured likewise to obtain the acknowledgment 
of its own superior power in America. Even the junta of 
Asturias asserted superiority, and required the acknow- 
ledgment of this superiority, denying that of the junta of 
Seville. 

The moment for freedom seemed at length to present it- 
self to America, wearied and exhausted by three centuries 
«f coDtioued suffering. Spain invaded by a colossal pow- 
er—Its fortresses in the hands of its enemies — ail unity 
in the government broken — what a favourable era for the 
emancipation of the new world I But the Americans were 
so sincerely attached to the mother country — the news 
fiom the old continent was given to them with such false 
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tolouring — the struggle of the Spanish nation appeared se 
dignified, the situation of the royal family so lamentable 
and interesting, that, paralyzed by the surprise, and moTed 
by compassion, they lost the happy moment for action. 
Had Spanish America at that period separated herylf 
from the mother country, from whence would Spain have 
derived power to support such a long-continued war, 
which has in part contributed to the overthrow of Napo- 
leon Bonaparte ? 

The behaviour of the Spanish governors of America, 
under these circumstances, forms a powerful contrast with 
that of the American subjects. With the exception of the 
Ticeroy of Mexico, all seemed willing- to acknowledge 
that allegiance which was to be transferred to Bonaparte^ 
according to the order contained in the decree signed bj 
the council of the Indies. This commanded the acknow- 
ledgment of the cessions made at Bayonne, &c. and con- 
firmed the Spanish chiefs in their employments. The 
American subjects alone opposed the change ; they pub- 
licly burned the proclamations sent out by Bonaparte, 
and expelled his agents. The following letter accurately i 
describes the feelings of the Americans in Venezuela on { 
this occasion, and the manner in which those feelings werej 
expressed. i 

** From Captain Beaver to Sir Alexander Cochrane : { 

"La Ouayroy July 19, 1808. 

^* Sir — Events of singular importance occurring at 
present in the province of Venezuela, 1 have thought il 
necessary to despatch to you, without Joss of time, tb< 
late French corvette Le Serpent, in order that you mightj 
as early as possible, be made acquainted with those eventi 
which have already occurred, as well a^ be able to forn^ 
some opinion of those which will probably follow. j 

** The port of La Guayra I made in the morning of ih^ 

I 

I 
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l5tfa,^Dd while standing in for the shore, with the cartel; 
6ag flying, I observed a brig under French colours just 
coming to an anchor..^ She had arrived the preceding 
nigbt from Cayenne, with despatches from Bayonne, and 
Imd anchored about two miles from the town, to which 
• sTe was now removing. 1 was never nearer than five 
miles to her, and could not h^ve thrown a shot over her 
before, she was close under the Spanish batteries, and 
therefore 1 attempted not to chase. 

** Just before I set out for Caraccas, the captain of the 
French brig returned exceedingly displeased, I was told, 
having been publicly insulted in that city. 

** About three o'clock I arrived at Caraccas, and pre- 
I sented your despatches to the captain-general, who re- 
ceived me very coldly, or rather uncivilly, observing, that 
I that hour was very mconvenient to him and to me ; and 
that, as [ had not dined, I had better go and get some din? 
ner, and return to him in a couple of hours. 

"On entering the city, [(observed a great effervescence 
among the people, like something which either precedes 
or follows a popular commotion ; and as I entered the 
I lai^e inn of the city, I was surrounded^ by inhabitants of 
almost ali classes. 

^' I here (learned that the French captain who had ar- 
I rived yesterday had brought intelligence of every thing 
; which had taken place in Spain in favour of France ; that 
, he had announced the accession In the Spanish throne of 
J, Joseph Bonaparte, and had brought orders to the govem- 
j meet from the French emperor. > 

,^ « The city was immediately in a^ms ; 10,000 of its in- 
^ habitants surrounded the residence of the captain -general, 
(l( and demanded the proclamation Df Ferdinand the Seventh 
^ as their king ; which be promised the next day. But this 
would not satisfy them : they proclaimed him that even- 
)S ing by heralds, in form, throughout the city, and placed 
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bis portrait, illumioatedy id the galleiy of the town- 
bouse. 

'' The Frencb were first publicly insulted in the coffee- 
bouse, from whence they were obliged to withdraw ; and 
the Frencb captain left Caraccas privately, about eight 
o'clock that night, escorted by a detachment of soldiei^ 
• and so saved his life ; for, about ten o'clock his person was 
Remanded of the governor by the populace, and when 
they learned that he was gone, three hundred men fol* 
bwed him, to put him to death.^ 

** Though coldly received by the governor, I was sur- 
\ rounded by all the respectable inhabitants of the city, and 
hailed as their deliverery The news which I gave them 
from Cadiz was devoured with avidity, and produced en- 
thusiastic shouts of gratitude to England. 

** Returning to the governor about five o'clock, the first 
thing I demanded was the delivering to me the French 
corvette, or at least the permitting me to take possession 
^ of her in the roads, in consequence of the circumstances 
under which she had entered* Both these he positively 
refused, as well as to take possession of her himself ; but, 
on the contrary, he told me he had given orders for her 
immediate sailing. . I made him acquainted with the or* 
ders I bad given for her seizure if she sailed, to which he 
assented ; and I at the saipe time told him, that if she were 
not in the possession of the Spaniards at my return, I 
should take her myself. He replied, that be should send 
orders to the commandant of La Guayra to fire upon me . 
if 1 did ; to which 1 reph'ed, that the consequence WQvild 
fall upon him ; and 1 further told him, that I considered 
his reception of me at baraccas as that o(^ enemy rather 
than of a friend, while at the same time I had brought him 
information of hostilities having ceased between Great 
Britain and Spain; and that bis conduct towards the 
Ei;ench wji^ that of a iriend, while h« knew that jSpaia w^s 
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at war with France* He replied, that Strain was not at 
war with France ; to which I again replied, what could 
he consider as war, if the captivity of two of her kings^ 
and taking possession of Madrid, was not to be so consider- 
|d ? He only replied, that he knew nothing of it from the 
Spanish government, and that what your despatches in- 
formed him of he did not consider official." 

Some months after this wonderful attachment evinced for 
the mother country, a considerable number of the most 
respectable farotties of Caraccas presented a petition to 
the captarn-general Caicu for permission to elect a junta 
similar to those in Spain. This was in consequence of the 
interior commotions in the peninsula; and though the 
ftin^^niental principles on which tbe petition was found-, 
ed were taken from tbe laws, the petitioners were arrest- 
ed. Among the subscribers to the petition were the Mar* 
quia del Toro, the Marquis de Casa-Leoh, the Count del 
Tobar, the Count San-Xavier, and many others : though 
nrrested, they were released after a confinement of a 
very few days. 

A French brig, bearing an envoy from Napoleon Bona- 
parte, reached the shores of Buenos Ayres, towards tbe 
end of July, 1608, and by him the viceroy Liniers was 
informed of the events which had taken place in the pe- 
ninsula. Liniers assembled the cabildo and the audiencia 
to consult on the plan of conduct most adviseable for him 
to adopt in such extraordinary circumstances ; and it was 
agreed that the viceroy should publicly make known what 
was passing in the mother country. Liniers therefore ad- 
dressed a proclamation to the people of Buenos Ay res, 
intimating his intentions ; and this proclamation Is an in- 
stance of the impositions the governors of Spanish Ame- 
rica were accustomed to use, to mislead the inhabitants. 
In this* curious document he mentioned, but obscurely, 
the changes which bad taken pface in Spain ; and re- 
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minded the people of Bueoos Ajres of the indifierence 
they had shown irt the war for su^ccession to the crown of 
Spain ; he concluded by assuring them of the high esteem 
the emperor Napoleon entertained for them in conse* 
quence of their triumphs over the English, and exhort^ 
them, in the name of Bonaparte, to remain quiet/ Don 
Xavier Elio, then l^overnor of Montevideo, having a per- 
sonal enmity to Linjers, availed himself of these transac- 
tions to accuse him of disloyalty, and by this means se- 
parated the country under bis command from its allegiance 
to him, by forming a junta in imitation of those of Spain^ 
Don J. Goyenech^ arrived at this epocha at Montevideo^ 
with despatches from the junta of Seville, and, having 
highly approved the conduct of Elio in forming a junta, 
said, that *' his mission had no other' object than to pfo* 
mote the establishing similar assemblies to secure the trao- 
quiliity of the country." Goyeneche used very differ- 
ent language at Buenos Ayres and Lima ; and his conduct, 
when he conquered the troops which supported the junta 
of La Paz, proves evidently his principles in that respect. 
The news of the general insurrection in Spain reach- 
ed Mexico on the 29th of July, 1808. The enthusiasm 
which it had produced was still in fuU force, when the 
arrival of two deputies from the junta of Seville was an- 
nounced, who were come to claim the sovereign command 
of Spanish America for that corporation. Such was the 
general disposition in favour of the peninsula, that it ap- 
pears probable that the Mexicans would have acceded 
to the demands of the junta, if, during the debates in a 
meeting of the civil and military officers which the vice- 
roy had convened, despatches had not arrived announcing 
the establishment of the junta of Asturias, and expressly 
warning the Mexicans against acknowledging the Anda- 
lusian junta. It may easily be conceived how this^ de- 
clared rivalship must have affected the opinions which th« 
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Mexicans bad formed of the spirit of the Spanish revolu- 
tion. 

The following is an extract of the remonstrance pre* 
sented by the municipality of Mexico, on the 6th of Au« 
^t, 1808, to viceroy Iturrigaray, for the assembling of a^ 
junta of the tribunals and constituted authorities in the 
capital : 

*' Juntas of the government, and respectable bodies of 
the cities and kingdoms, are no more than in exact con- 
formity to the law, which ordains that all arduous cases 
shall be considered of in general assemblies. As in ex- 
isting circumstances, in consequence of the seizure of the 
king, the sovereignty is vested in the nation in order that 
its interests may^ be consulted, the united authorities, to- 
gether with the municipalities, which are the heads of the 
people, do exactly the same as would the moqarch him- 
self for the general welfare. 

<* Mexico has in view the same principles that Tnfluen- 
ced Seville, Valencia, and the other cities of Spain ; and 
she is empowered, in like manner as the above two faith- 
ful capitals, to do what she conceives b adviseable in such 
urgent circumstances. 

*< These examples point out what ought to be done — 
to organize a governing junta, composed of the royal au- 
diencia, the archbishop, municipality, and deputies from 
the tribunals, ecclesiastical and secular bodies, the nobi- 
lity, and principal citizens, as well as the military. 
This junta shall deliberate on the most weighty subjects 
that concern us, which shall be determined conformably 
to our interests. 

<* The junta is necessary, for, although we are at pre- 
sent free from the urgent danger #hich threatened us oa 
the side of France, we, nevertheless, ought not to neglect 
our means of defence, till we receive such positive ad^ 
vices as may place us perfectly at e^se. It is, at the 
3* 
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same time, necessaiy to satisi^ the wishes of the people, 
by restoring to them those means they Ibrmeriy bad of 
appeal to the coimcil of the Indies, or to the person of 
the kii^; and, finali^^ many amendmeats ought to be 
made in the nqmiAation to secular and ecclesiastical dig- 
nities. These are the only means,, in consequence of the 
absence of the monarch, by which the kingdom^ beisg 
thus united, may overcome all its difficulties^ 

<< This union of authorities^ is likewise necessary, as 
being the best mea^ns to produce unanimity in the minds 
of the people ; which will pre^nt the fatal consequences 
which mu9t arise throughout the country from diaunioB» 
Every one will then be happy ; their patriotism and 
wishes will be united by love» enthusiasm, and a sense of 
the public good. 

^ The city» consequently, thinks that the time is ai> 
rived for adopting the same means as have been carried 
into effect in Spain. The junta which your e&ceUency 
is to form, for the present, of the authorities and respect-* 
able bodies above mentioned, when the representatives of 
tiie kingdom are assembMr. will cfO'^fully examine its 
interests, &c« 

*^ But the two fiindamental points oa which the junta 
is to act, ought not to be forgotten. The first is, that the 
authorities retain the full eytept of their power, in the 
same manner as if the derangement which we dttploie m 
tKe monarchy had not taken< place-^that jsy that yowr 
excellency shall still hold the same power which the laws 
grant, and that the same be observed with respect to the 
other tribunals. The second is, that in order to fill u^ 
the immense void which exists between, the authority of 
your excellency and the sovereign, the pioposed juota isi 
ta be had recourse to." 

The viceroy appeared inclined to the measure i»pp<>- 
mAf^ and thi oM Spfd^iards were in cooseq^aeBce deiNK 



d by Google 



3i 

mined to depose him. He was old, and wanted vigour f 
he b^ besides oo fiieed plan of acting ; be was afraid of 
exciting suspicions against bis loyalty, and even proposed 
to resign bis autberity. Tbis wes^ness was soon peit- 
ceived by tbe Spaniardss. and a conspiracy was formed^ 
against biro. Anaerchaot, a pefaonal enemy to tbe 
viceroy^ was placed at tbe head c^ tbe conspirators. Tbe 
Qfficer» commandirig tbe guard on tbe appointed day were 
bribed '^ and tbe mercbant, followed by about four bun- 
dled Spaniards taken from tbe sbops in Mexico^ entered 
the Viceroy's palace at midnight ; Ibey met with no rer 
sistance ; tbey seiised bim and his lady, committed the 
latter to a nunnery, and tbe 'former to a prison of tbe itt> 
quisition. 

Tbe audjencia bad secretly supported this measure^ 
and tbe imprisonn^nt of the viceroy wa» announced to 
the public, with tbe circumstance of the audiencia bavii^ 
assumed tbe right to nominate a new viceroy. 

{tn order to concentrate their power, the Spanish pro* 
vincial juntas bad agreed to send deputies to form a genef 
ral government, which sbeuld take the command of tlie 
nation ; and when tbe news of the Mexican transactions 
reached tbe peninsula, this junta central, which was com* 
posed of the deputies akeady alluded to, was sitting atr 
Seville. Tbe joy of tbe junta centval was unbounded^, 
when intelligence arrived that the viceroy of Mexico wt» 
a prisoner in Spain, accused of tMacbery. It never oc^ 
carred to them to examine the grounds of accusatioi>; 
nor did they once stop to reflect how greatly tbe ties of 
suboidinatioB must be relaxed, when a banditti of persons^ 
under no legitimate authority ^ could force the seat of go- 
vernment, and seiae the chief magistrate with impunity. 

The law of Spain required the.estahlishnent of a. re«^ ' 
gency instead of Ibis junta central f but its sway was ac«> 
knowledged, aBdija/eftaacioiisljK.suppoited by the Sptit 
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^ iiisb Americans, that more than ninety miUions of dollars 
)had been sent to Spain from her American settlements 
previous \o the beginning of 1810.!^ Nevertheless, La 
Paz, which was the capital of one of the districts under 
the dominion of the audiencia of Charcas, considerhig 
Spain too feeble to free herself from the power of the 
French, wished to provide for its own security ; and in 
the beginning of the year 1809 formed a government for 
itself, composed of many respectable persons, which was 
styled junta intuitively The magistrates of Chuquisaca, 
capital of the audiencia of Charcas, did not oppose this 
motion ; but the viceroy of Buenos Ayres sent an army 
for this purpose. At the same time general Goyeneche 
marched, by order of the viceroy at Peru, with a nume- 
rous body of troops against La Paz ; and its army, com- 
manded by ihe generals Lanza, Castro, and Yranburu, 
was beaten in the Alto de la Paz, and afterwards in that 
part of the country called Yrupana, about forty leagues 
' distant from the city. The conqueror, Goyeneche, im- 
mediately proceeded to punish the patriots, numbers of 
whom were executed in the most shocking and ignomini- 
ous manner. Qjuito, one of the provinces of Santa F^ de 
Bogota, and capital of the audience which bears its name, 
influenced by similar motives as La Paz, established like- 
wise a separate government on the 10th of August, 1809, 
naming the Marquis Selva Allegre, president Though 
the will of the people seemed generally understood, this 
occurrence induced the viceroy of New Grenada, Don A. 
Amar, to convoke a junta of the principal persons of San- 
ta Fd de Bogota, on the pretence of asking their advice. 
The junta assembled In the viceroy's palace on the 7th 
of September, 1809 ; and the general voice was in favour 
•f the junta of Qpito ; they declared, besideis, that a simi- 
lar corporation should be formed in Santa Fd, which, 
while willing to recognise the junta central, and to act in 
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Concert with the. viceroy, would prevent disturbances in 
tbe viceroyalty, should the peninsula be finally conquer- 
ed by tbe French. The viceroy, who in reality only de* 
sired to ascertain wbo were disaffected to tbe present ad- 
mioistration, dissolved tbe junta, appointing it to meet oh 
the eleventh of the same month ; and, being deaf, be requi- 
red that every member of the junta should bring his vote 
in scriptis. The day appointed arrived, and tbe people 
of Santa Fe were much surprised to see tbe mljitary pre* 
parations of the viceroy ; the guards of the palace were 
doubled, and the barracks were in as great confusion a» 
if th^ enemy were at their very doors. The junta met, 
and, notwithstanding this military pomp, every one pre- 
sented his own vote, and the written votes added strength 
to the opinions expressed by the members in tbe first juu-. 
ta. Many of the speebhes in these assemblies were re- 
markable for tbe energy and freedom with which they 
were expressed. Tbe names of Camilo de Torres, Fruto 
Gutierrez, father Pad ilia, J. Gre^orio Gutierrez Moreno, 
and others, were from this perfod celebrated for their pa- 
triotism. The viceroy of Santa Fd de Bogota hastened, 
however, to destroy the junta of QMito by force of arms ; 
and Abascal, the viceroy of Peru, did tbe same. The de- 
fenders of the junta, after some skirmishes, yielded ta su- 
periority of force, and tbe government was dissolved ; but 
they previously received a promise from the Spanish 
president of QMito, conde Ruiz de Castilla, that the re- 
membrance of past events should be totally obliterated. 
Regardless, however, of this promise, a great number of 
the patriots were arrested, and on the 2d of August in the 
following year, under pretence of an alarm given by tbe 
soldiers, they were massacred ia the prison; and the 
troops of Lima, which were stationed in the city to pre- 
serve order, were allowed to pillage at pleasure. The 
number of persons literally murdered in cold blood that 
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daj amounted to more than three hundred. In 1810, the 
junta ofCaraccas commemorated the fate of these victime 
with funeral hqnours equallj magoi6cent and solemn. 

The news of these events soon reached the junta cen- 
\tral ; they had been preceded by advices of the ferment 
jwhich was rapidlj spreading through all the Spanish set- 
ftlements. The declarations which the Americans bad 
made of attachment to the mother country were sincere, 
but the hopes of reform in their government, so often 
promised, had never been realized* They began, in con- 
aequence, to grow weary of their dependence, and their 
attachment to Spain grew fainter every day. What Will 
become of us, should Spain be conquered 1- was the uni* 
versal question. The discussion of that subject led to 
others of deeper importance ; and the jtmta central, de« 
sirous of lulling tbem into a state of apathy, issued t 
pompous declaration, in Which ^* the colonies were de* 
clared equal to the m<(ther country." No reform was in 
&ct Biade.in the government, notwithstanding the declara« 
tion of the junta, whose members still continued receiving 
supplies of money from Spanish America, and sending 
Spaniards to occupy every public employment. Such 
was the attention paid to the interests of the new eonti- 
iMintf 
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CHAPTER III. 

The dispernon of the central junta in Spain^ and an tlh' 
gal ehctioH of a regency y determine many of the Amtri" 
can provinces to govern themsehes.^^The formation of 
dietmct gaoerwnente m America. 

TEN months had elapsed since the Americans had re* 
ceived intelligence of the victories of Bajlen, Valencia, 
Saragosa, &c. ; and that the invader of their mother coun- 
try had been forced to collect his scattered forces beyond 
the Ebro. They were daily expecting to bear that Spain 
had regained her freedom by the valour of her arms, and 
that Ferdinand the Seventh was restored, when news ar- 
rived that Bonaparte was master of Madrid ; that the junta 
central had been driven ta Andalusia ; that general San 
Juan was murdered by his troops on a suspicion of disaf- 
fection ; that many generals had acted a most treacherous 
part, among whom was Morla-; and that there scarcely 
remained one in whom the people could venture to re- 
pose the slightest confidence. The disappointment of the 
South Americans could only be equalled by their former 
expectations, yet supplies were sent regularly to the pe- 
ninsula, and subscriptions were raised by every class of 
the people. Their opinion of the decision and courage 
of the Spanish people remained unshaken, and their mis- 
fortunes were attributed to treason. If, during this time, 
there were any disturbances or plans for reform in Ame- 
rica^tbey are to be attributed to the misconduct of the 
Spanish chiefs, their illiberal views, and their mysterious 
proceedings, but not to any motives of radical disaffection 
to the mother country. 

The intelligenGe of the Austrian war inspired then. 
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however, with the greatest hopes, and the victory of Ta- 
lavera was every where celebrated with enthusiasm. This 
joy did not last long. The news which followed was of 
a gloomy nature. The juntas of Seville and Valencia had 
protested against the central government. General de la 
Romana had published a manifesto, in which the power 
of the supreme government was declared illegal ; and, to 
complete their misfortunes, the Spanish armies had been 
repeatedly beaten. 

Some time after, the French routed the whole Spanish 
army at Ocana, and there appeared ngthing to impede 
their progress to Andalusi^) The supposed fortified pas- 
sages of Sierra Morena were found to be a mere decep- 
tion ; and the French entered Seville without the loss of 
a single man. The members of the junta central, having 
incurred the hatred of the people, dispersed ; and the 
popular fury pursued and insulted them in their flight.. 
Some of the members, though proclaimed as traitors, as- 
sembled in the isle of Leon, and, still trembling from ap- 
prehension of that death with which they were threaten- 
ed, vested their power in a regency, consisting of five 
persons, whose authority could only extend to Cadiz and 
Galicia, the only parts of the kingdom of the peninsula 
which remained under the dominion of the Spaniards; 

The members of the regency, conscious of the illegality 
of their election, and of their small power, did not dare 
to make known even their existence to the Spanish Ame- 
ricans till their appointment had been supported by a 
manifesto of the merchants of Cadiz, where they soon af- 
ter fixed their residence. The regency then addressed 
the Americans in a proclamation, which is one of the 
most interesting documents in the history of the revolu- 
tion of Spanish America ; for it frankly owns the despotism 
with which every Spanish ruler had until this period borne 
bis sway over the Americans. The following remarkable 
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address was in the proclamation : " Americans, ye have 
been long weighed down by a yoke more oppressive to 
bear, because ye were distant from the centre of power. 
We now place your future destiny in your own hands.-— 
Te have hitherto been the football, as it were, of the 
viceroys, always subject to their ambition and caprice, 
while at the same time ye were a prey to their cupidity. 
From this time xy our fate shall not depend on them." 

Intelligence of the dispersion of the junta central reach* 
ed Caraccas in the year 1810, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by the proclamation of the regency. In this criti* 
cal situation, the inhabitants of Caraccas, convinced that 
there were no remaining hop^ of any terms of accommo- 
dation with the captain-general Emparan, who required a 
blind submission to every species of government emana- 
ting from Spain— imagining that the peninsula would final- 
ly be possessed by the French — aware that the intention 
of the Spanish chiefs, both in Spain and in Spanish Ame- 
rica, was, that America should share the fate of Spain*— 
considering the regency -as an illegal government, merely 
formed by a few members of the junta centriil, whose pow- 
er had been denied, they resolved to try to obtain by force 
what reasonable representation had failed to obtain for them. 
The greatest ardour for success was evinced. Stimulated by 
patriotic zeal, spurred on by the despotism of the Spanish 
chiefs, encouraged by the voice of the inhabitants, the 
Spanish governors were deposed, and the municipal body, 
in conjunction with many persons named by the voice of 
the people, assumed the reins of goveniment, and the ap- 
pellation oi junta suprema. The acts of the junta were 
published in the pame of king Ferdinand the Seventh. la 

* The regency of Cadiz, in an address to the S[)aDish Ameri- 
cans, used these words : <^ It is not sufficient for you to be Spa- 
niards, unlessi whatever be the event of fortane, you also belong 
to Spain^** 
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maDy proclamations, though without ackuowleclgliig the 
superiority of the regency, all possible aid was offered for 
the continuance of the war against the French. 

The establishment of the junta of Buenos Ayres was 
effected with more tranquillity than that of Caraccas. 
The viceroy Cisneros, having informed the inhabitants of 
the tragical events of the peninsula, made known at the 
same time the uncertainty he felt respecting the main- 
tenance of bis own authority ; and the cabildo, availing 
itself of this declaration, presented a petition to him, re- 
questing that he would assemble a congress, which might 
decide what steps it was desirable to take in such a junc- 
ture* The viceroy granted the petition of the cabildo, 
and the congress assembled the 22d of May. It was there 
decided that a junta should be formed, which was done 
ion the 25th of the same month. 

A European, keeping a shop in Santa F^ de Bogota, io- 
sulted a private individual who was passing by, including 
.all his countrymen in his insults, and using the most op- 
|yrobrious language. The quarrel raised a mob of Creoles 
and Spaniards, which was followed by a contest between 
Ihem ; and the Creoles being triumphant ; this gave rise 
to the assembling a junta on the 20th of July. Intelli- 
gence of the dispersion of the junta central, and of a junta 
having been formed at Caraccas, bad been previously re- 
xeived. 

The arbitrary measures of the captain-general Carras- 
CO, irritated so much the people of Chili, that he was 
obliged to resign bis office. A junta was also formed 
4here on the 18th of September. 

The arrest of the viceroy Iturrigaray, in Mexico, on 
the 16th of September, 1808, by a party of Europeans, 
excited a strong rivalship between them and the South 
Americans. The death of several of the latter, and the 
Jirresta of others, accused of disa&ction to the conrt, in* 
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creased the indignation of the Mexicans ; and the arrivsA 
of the viceroj Venegas, bringing rewards and honours 
for the instigators of the European faction, as well as for 
others concerned in it, produced an insurrection on the 
}6tfa of September, 1810, in the town of Dolores near 
Guanazuato. Thisf' insurrection soon extended through 
the whole country^ 

* Vide the ob«ervatioiir presented to the cortes by the depa^ 
&a frontSpaniflh Americaion the Ut of August, 1811. 
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. CHAPTER IV. 

War declared against <fte Ameriean gaoerwmeiUs by Ae 
regency, — The cruelties of the Spaniards alienate com- 
pletely the minds of the Americans from the modur 
country. — p^taration of the junta ofCaraccas,- — Use- 
less attempts to obtain redress of grievances made by 
American members of the cortes.^^ Joseph Bonaparte^ to 
forward his interests in old Spatnj sends emissaries to 
America, ^ering independence. — England proposes to 
mediate between Spain and her colonies, — Restoration of 
King Ferdinand does not brir^ p^e.^—Genend Mo- 
rillo sent from Spain against Venezuela. 

<< SCARCELT had the council of regency," says the 
decree of the regency, when it declared Caraccas in a 
state of blockade, ** received intelligence of the occur* 
rences at Caraccas, whose inhabitants, instigated no 
doubt by some intriguing and factious persons, were 
guilty of declaring themselves independent of the mother 
country i and of forming a governing junta to exercise (fttt 
supposed independent authority, when it determined to 
tc^ the most active and efficacious means "to attack ^ evil 
in its origin^ and prevent its progress. But, in order to 
\ proceed with mature deliberation, the regency consulted 
the council of Spain and the Indies, and has taken such 
measures as will answer the end proposed, particularly 
as neither the province of Maracaybo, nor the department 
of Coro, have taken part in the criminal proceedings; 
but, on the contrary ^ have acknowledged the council of re- 
gency, and taken the most efficacious measures to oppose the 
absurd idea of Caraccas declaring herself independent, 
without being possessed of the means of obtaining thisinde* 
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pendente! The regency hereby declares the province of 
Caraccas in a state of rigorous blockade," &cl " These 
resolutions do not extend to the aboTe-mentioned divi*' 
. sions, which, having reAised to follow the pernicions ex- 
ample of Caraccas, have manifested their constant fideli- 
ty by opposing the plan of rebellion, which only origi- 
nated in the unlimited ambition of some persons, and in 
tiie blind credulity of others, who suffered themselves to 
be hurried away by Uie ardent passions of their fellow 
countrymen. The regency has taken 'the most secure 
measures to extiq>ate these evils, and to punish the au- 
thors of them with all the rigour which the rights of so- 
vereignty authorize it to use, unless there be a previoiis 
aivi voluntary submission^ in which case the regency 
grants them a* general pardon; The regency commands 
that these resolutions be circulated through all the Spa- 
nish dominions, that they may be carried into effect there 
as well as in foreign countries, and that they may act 
conformably to the measures taken for the blockade of 
the said coasts,*' &o. 

When this decree was published^ the 31st of August^ 
• 1810, the council of the regency had been officially in* 
formed by the junta of Caraccas^ of the reasons which 
had weighed with the people of Venezuela to induce 
them to assemble a junta, and which were nearly the 
same as those which, requhed similar measures to be 
adopted in other parts of Spanish America, where they 
refused to acknowledge the authority of the regency; 
These reasons are contained in the ansi^rer of the su- 
preme junta of Caraccas, to. the Marquis de las Herma- 
zas, minister in Spain^ and which has been published in 
Walton's £zpo64 to the Prince Regent of England.* 

• Vide the manifeito and piocliimatieDt of the junta of Santa 
Fads fiogotai the proclamation of the junta of Bueooi Ayreai 

4* 
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The wmr^ of the jmU^ of CvimMexfiftediMit km- 
dignatioQ io tbe memhsrs of the r^geooy and ttbe pcupfle 
of Cadiz, who expected nothing ffom the Spaniah Amtf 
zkaiia but a aMhniistiise coofoiwity to their decfcAs ; mmI 
their disappoiotiAeot leached the higheai (iltch, whm 
thej found &at ail Spanish Ameiica was aetuated by the 
aame &pint» thoitgb its different provincea weee not aotn 
ing in concert with each other. War seemed the pie^ 
Tailing w4sh of the merchanta of Cadiz, and 4>f the oortes 
fffhich had heea assembled by the legeocj : iirom th aa c e 
arose inv^ectives and sarcasms, wUcb were pubiaahed im 
the Cad^ newspapers against the Spanish Araerieaoa. 
The missions of Don N. Corticarria to Puerto Rioo, ef 
Pan N. £lio jto Monte Video, of Don Benito Perez jle 
Panama, and of Don N» Veaegas to Mexico, wese for the 
purpose of putting in motion every engine that could 
Idhdle civil war. Religious prejudices, flattering peen 
mises, private aoimosities, and' threats were employed 
for this purpose. With similar inteations troops weee 
sent to Monte Video, Vera Cruz, Coro, Panama, and 
3anta Marta, though at that time they were so important 
to the defence of their own country. Negotiattoos were • 
carried on in the same spirit with the court of Brazil, ze-^ 
specliD^ the pretensions of the queen to be appointed 
cegeijit in the absence of king Ferdinand. ,Thecorles» 
which had received their authority from the legency, 
shared its animosity against the Americans; and, aln 
though there were in the cortes some American, memhersi 
chosen f rom th^ Americans, who happened to be at the 
time ia the Isle of Leon, they were scarcely allowed to 
speak of their country. . ^^ If the Americans,'^ said one of 

CarthageDa, aod Quito; as well as the maoifesto of the juota of 
Suttepec, io Mexico^ and the tetter of tfaa junta of Carac«aa f» 
.tiM]|iDg«f£oglaiuL. 
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ibe\Mmhet^ o# tbe ctHlttB» *^ eomplain of having been ty-. 
imnnized over for tki^e hundred years, tbey sbail now ^^t 
petieoce-a »iniibir treatmeDt for three thousand." *<! 
am rejoiced," said aqother, after tbe battle of Aibufera» 
^ at tbe advantage w^bave gained, because we can now 
at»nd treo^ to rednee Ibe insurgead." <' I do not Jcoomt 
to what ebsa of beasts belong the AmertcaBS," aaid an* 
a*ei^ 

Under these unfevoiiiiable auspices'^gan the war in 
Spaaisb Ameeka ; and ks long eofitjntiance, and tbe 
savage manner » which it is carried on, prove the ine- 
conciiaUe animoskjr pf the contending parties. Tbe 
Spaniards aie figbtii^ to reconquer tbeir once-possessed 
tenritodes, the Spanish Americans to obtain independence* 
The first are cruel in tbe hour of triumph, and with ad* 
versitj dieir enmitj increases ; the latter are courageous 
in attack, and, when defeated^ still ready to place confi* 
dence in tbeir leaders, and again to rally under their ban* 
nets. The first possess greater military shiH, tbe latter 
superiority of number. Both have uniformly shown a 
firmness and decision in action suited to the high objects 
they have in view, and to the great obstacles tbey have 
to overcome. In these contests the bjood of thousands 
bas already inundated an extent of country of more than 
sizleen hundred leagues, wbioh comprise the Spanish set- 
tlements in tbe new continent ; and, as if ^e mor<tality 
ill the field of battle were not sufficient, numbers are 
daily murdered in cold blood. 

Tbe Spanish cUefe and rulers gave the first example of 
violating capitulations, of shooting prisoners, and of re* 
fiising ali means for accommodation, in that cniel war 
carried on in the new continent by the authority of tbe 
eortes of Spain, and by Ferdinand the Seventh. I may^ 

f Vide, the manilQSto of Alvaxea Toledo, deputy at the corteiu 
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indeed, defj the old Spaniards of ^either world to find an 
excuse, or even a palliation, for their want of humanity, 
and breaches of faith, since the beginning of the refolu- 
tion. The following are instances : 

When Hidalgo approached the Mexican capital at the 
head of 80,000 men, he sent his envoys to Venegas, with 
proposals of peace, which the viceroy refused to answer. 
The junta of Sultepec made similar proposals, in 18 1^, 
and the result was the same. Qeneral Miranda deliver- 
ed up the fort of La Guayra, the town of CaraccaSt 
and the provinces of Cumana and Barcelona, to the 
Spanish General Monteverde, by capitulation, who pro- 
mised to bury in bblivioB every thing militating agaiost 
the Spanish government, and granting the liberty of emi- 
gration from Venezuela. Notwithstanding this treaty 
and solemn engagement, General Miranda was shortly 
after made a prisoner, thrown into a dungeon at Puerto 
Cabello, afterwards sent to Puerto Rico, and from thence 
to the prison of La Cartaca, in- Cadiz, where he lately 
died. During a truce between the armies of Peru, com- 
manded by General Goyeneche, and that of Buenos 
Ay res, under the command of General Valcarce, an at- 
tack was made while the army of Buenos Ayres consi- 
dered Itself secure, confiding in the existing treaty. Bel- 
grano, general of th^ patriots, who,, in 1812, had taken 
General Tristan prisoner, and the division he command- 
ed of the army of Peru, generously gave them liberty 
to return home, having received their pledged honour 
Uiat they would not fight against Buenos Ayres. They, 
however^ violated this sacred engagement a iew days 
after. General Bolivar, having repeatedly defeated the 
xoyalists, commanded by Monteverde- ii»* Venezuela, ac- 
cepted terms of capitulation, whieb weve never ratified.. 
General Truxillo, in a despatch to Venegas, boasts of his 
baviog admitted a flag of truce, he being htnuelf at the: 
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kead of his troaps, drawn up in battle array. The bear^ 
€£3 of the flag of truce wore a banner of the Virgin Mary ; 
this Truxillo asked for, and hairing obtained it, he gave 
orders for firing on these envoys. ** By this means," he 
said, *^I free myself of them and their proposals." 
General Calleja, informing the viceroy of Mexico, that ijn 
the battle of Acuico he had only one man killed and two 
wounded, adds, that he put to the sword five thousand 
Indians, and that the loss of the insurgents amounted to 
ten thousand. General Calleja likewise entered Gua- 
nazuato with fire and sword, where he sacrificed t4,000 
old men, women, and children. These, and many more 
of General Calleja^s achievements were well known in 
Spain, when the regency appointed him successor to the 
Ticeroy« Venegas. The <x>nduct of Monteverde was like- 
wise approved when he was appointed captain-general of 
Venezuela, after breaking the terms of capitulation with 
Miranda ; and, what formed his excuse for this breach of 
faith was, that he was not empowered to capitulate with 
(be insurgeots. 

Acts of cruelty on the part of the Spanish chiefs, and 
of approbation in the regency and cortes, exasperated the 
newly-formed governments in Spanish America, and gave 
strength to their decisions. The revolutionary spirit 
was confined at first to very i'^Hv persons ; it soon spread, 
however, through the whole continent. The conduct of 
the central junta, and of the cortes of Spain, extended 
the same spirit, by irritating the minds of the people,^ 
who were now resolved to avail themselves of existing 
circumstances, and declare themselves independent of the 
mother country. The following is the act of independ- 
ence, published by the congress of Venezuela. 

** In the name of the all powerful God : 

" We, the representatives of the united provinces of 
Garaccas, Cumana, Barinas, Margarita, Barcelona, Meri* . 
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da, and Truxillo, forming the united confederation of Ve- 
nezuela in the southern continent, in congress assembledr 
considering the full and. absolute possession of our rights, 
which we received justly and legally the 19th of April, 
18 10, in consequence of the occurrences at BayonnCi of the 
Spanish throne heing possessed by a conqueror, and of a 
new government having succeeded, constituted without 
our consent : We are desirous, before we make use of 
those rights, of which we have been deprived for more 
than three ages, but are now restored to us by the politic 
oel order of human events, to make known to the world 
those reasons which have emanated from these occurrences, 
and which authorize us in the free use we are going to 
make of our own sovereignty* 

<* Nevertheless, we do not wish to begin by alleging 
the rights inherent in every conquered country to reco- 
ver its state of property and independence. We gene- 
rously forget the long series of ills, injuries, and privations 
which the sole right of conquest has indistinctly caused 
to all the descendants of the discoverers, conquerors, and- 
settlers of these countries. Plunged into a worse state by 
the very same cause that ought to have favoured them, 
and drawing a veil over the three hundred years of Spa« 
nish dominion in America, we will now only present te 
view those authenticated facts which, ought to have wrest-, 
ed from one world the right over the other, by the inver- 
sion, disorder, and conquest which have already dissolved 
the Spanish nation. 

'* This disorder has increased the evils in America, by 
rendering void its claims and remonstrance? ; enabling 
the governors of Spain to insult and oppress this part of 
the nation, by leaving it without the succour and guarantee 
of the laws. 

** It is contrary to order, impossible to the government 
of Spain,^ and fatal to the welfare of America^ that the lat- 
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fer, possessed of a range of country infinitely more exten^. 
sive, and a population more numerous than that of Spaing 
should be dependent on, and subject to a small peninsula* 
in the European continent./^ 

** The cessions and abdication at Bayonne, the revolu- 
tions of the Escurial and Aranjuez, and the orders of the 
royal substitute, the duke of Berg being sent to America* 
suffice to giro virtue to the rights which until then the 
Americans bad sacrificed to the unity and integrity of the 
Spanish nation. 

' " Venezuela was the first to acknowledge and gene- 
rously to preserve this integrity ; nor did she abiandon the 
cause of her fellow countrymen while they retained the 
least hope of salvation. ' 

** America was called into a new state of existence, 
since the period when she felt that she could and ought 
to take upon herself the charge of her own fate and pre- 
servation, &c. 

*^ The governments that arrogated to themselves the 
national representation toc^ advanlage of those disposi- 
tions which confidence, distance, oppression, and igno- 
rance created in the Americans against the new govern- 
ment which had entered Spain by means of furce ; and, 
contrary to their own principles, they maintained among 
ns the illusion in favour of Ferdinand, in order to devour 
and harass us with impunity ; they promised us liberty^ 
equality, and fraternity, conveyed in pompous discourses 
and studied phrases, for the purpose of covering the snare 
laid by a cunning, useless, and degrading representation. 

** As soon as they were dissolved, and had substituted 
and destroyed among themselves the various forms of the 
government of Spain, — and as soon as the imperious law 
of necessity had dictated to Venezuela the urgency of 
preserving herself, in order to guard and maintajjp the 
rights of her -king, and to ofler an asylum to her Euro- 
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pean IbretfareD against the evils that threatened them,-*- 
their fcfriner conduct was disowned, they varied their pria- 
ciples, and gave the appellations of insurrection, perfidy, 
and ingratitude to the same .acts that had served as models 
for the governments of Spain, because for them the gate 
was then closed to the advantageous administration of 
public affairs, which they intended to perpetuate among 
themselves under the name of an imaginary king. 

** Notwithstanding our remonstrances, our moderation, 
generosity, and the inviolability of our principles, contra- 
ry to the wishes of the majority of our brethren in £u-» 
rope, we were declared in a state of rebellion ; we were 
blockaded ; war was declared against ur; agents were 
sent among us to excite us one against the other, endea* 
vouring to destroy our credit among the nations in Europe, 
and imploring their assistance to oppress us. * 

** Without taking the least notice of. our reasons, with- 
out offering them to the impartial judgment of ^the world, 
and without any othe? judges than our enemies, we are 
condemned to be debarred from all intercourse with our 
mother country ; and, to add contempt to calumny, em- 
powered agents are named for us against our own express 
will, that in their cortes they may arbitrarily dispose of 
our interests under the influence and power of our ene^ 
mies. 

** In order to crush and suppress the effects of our re- 
presentation when ihey were obliged to grant it to us, we 
were degraded to a paltry and diminutive scale, and the 
forni of election depended on the passive voice of the mu- 
nicipah bodies, whose importance was lessened by the des- 
potism of the governors. This was an insult to our confi- 
dence and frank mode of acting, rather than an acknow- 
ledgment of our incontestable political consequence. 

" Always deaf to the cries of justice on our part, the 
i;overnments of Spain have endeavoured to discredit ail 
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otir efforts, by declaring as erimioal, and stamping with' 
infamy, and rewarding with the scaffold and confiscation, . 
every attempt which the Americans, at different periods, 
have made for the welfare of their country^ such was that 
which our own security lately dictated to us, that we might 
not be driven into that state of confusion which we fore- 
saw, and hurried to that horrid fate which we hope soon 
1o avert for ever. By means of such atrocious policy, 
they have succeeded in making our Spanish countiymen 
insensible to our misfortunes ; in arming (hem against us ; 
HI erasing from their bosoms the sweet impressions of 
friendship, of consanguinity ; and converting into enemies 
members even of our own great family. 

*' When we, faithful lo our promises, were sacrificing 
our security and civil dignity, not to abandon the rights 
which we generously preserved to Ferdinand of Bourbon, 
we have heard that, to the bonds of power which bound 
him to the emperor of the French, be has added the ties 
of blood and friendship ; in consequence of which, evea 
the governments of Spain hiE^ already declared their re- 
solution only to acknowledge him conditionally.* 

** In this sad alternative we have remained three yeiars, 
In ft state of political indecision and ambiguity so fatal and 
dangerous, that this alone would authorize the resection 
which the faith of our promises and the bonds of fraternity 
had caused us to defer ; till necessity obliged us to go be* 
yond what we at first proposed, impelled by the hostile 
and unnatural conduct of the governments of Spain, which 
has fre^d^us of our conditional oath ; by which circum- 
stance we are called td the august representation we now 
esercise. 
' ^* But we, who glory in founding our proceedings on 

* Ferdinand was at one time supposed to be mairied t» a rela- 
tion of Booaparte# 

5 
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better principles, and not wishing to establish our felici- 
ty on the misfortunes of our fellow beings, consider and 
declare as friends, as companions of our fate, and par- 
ticipators of our happiness, those who, united to us by the 
ties of blood, language, and religion, have suffered the 
same evils under the old order of things ; provided they 
acknowledge our absolute independence of them', and of 
any foreign power whatever ; that they assist us to main- 
tain this independence with their lives, fortunes, and sen- 
timents ; declaring and acknowledging to ua, as well as to 
eyery other nation, that we are in war enemies, in peace 
friends, brothers, and copatriots. 

'* In consequence of all these solid, public, and incon- 
testable reasons of policy, which so powerfully urge the 
necessity of recovering our natural dignity restored to ua 
by the order of events, and in compliance with those un- 
prescribed rights enjoyed by nation* to destroy every 
compact, agreement, or association which does not an* 
swer the purposes for which governments were establish-* 
ed, we believe that we canj^t nor ought not to preserve 
the bonds which hitherto kept us united to the govern- 
ments of Spain ; and that, like all the other nations of the 
world, we are free, and authorized not to depend on an/ 
other authority tha^ our own; and to take among the 
powers of the earth that place of equality which nature 
and the Supreme Being assign to us, and to which we are 
called by the succeasion of human events, urged on to our 
own good and utility. 

'* We are aware of the difficulties that attend, and the 
obligations imposed upon us by the rank we are going to 
take in the political order of the world, as well as of 
the powerful influence of forms and customs to which, 
unfortunately, we have been long used ; we at the same 
time know, that the shameful submission to them, when 
we can throw them o£f, would be still more ignominious 
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(or us, and fatal to our posterity, than our long and pain- ' 
All slavery ; and, that it now becomes an indispensable 
duty to provide for our own preservation, security, and 
happiness, by essentially varying all the forms of our 
former constitution. 

*' Considering, therefore, that by the reasons thus al- 
leged, we have satisfied the respect which we owe to the 
opinions of the human race, and the dignity of other na- 
tion3, into the number of which we now enter, and on 
whose communication and friendship we rely ; we, the 
representatives of the united provinces of Venezuela, 
calling on the Supreme Being to witness the justice of 
our proceedings, and the rectitude of our intentions, do 
implore his divine and celestial help ; and ratifying, at 
ihe moment in which we are raised to the dignity which 
he restores to us, the desire we have of living and dying 
free, and of believing and defending the holy catholic 
and apostolic religion of Jesus Christ. We, therefore, ia 
tlie name and authority which we hold from the virtuous 
people of Venezuela, declare solemnly to the world, that 
its .united provinces are, and ought to be, from this day, 
by act and right, free, sovereign, and independent states ; 
and that they are absolved from every submission and 
dependence on the throne of Spain, or on 'those who 
do, or may call themselves its agents or representatives ; 
and, that a free and independent state, thus constituted, 
has full power to take that form of government which 
may be conformable to the general will of the people ; to 
declare war, make peace, form alliances, regulate trea* 
ties of commerce, limits, and navigation, and to do and 
transact every act in like manner as other free and in- 
dependent states. And that this our solemn dec^j^ratioii 
may be held valid, firm, and durable, we hereby mutu- 
ally bind each province to the other, and pledge our 
lives, fortunes, and the sacred tie of our national honour/ 
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Done ID the federal palace of Caraccas. Signed by our 
own hands, sealed with the great provisional seal of the 
confederation, and countersigned by the secretary of 
congress, this 6tb day of July, 1 811 » the first of our inde- 
* pendence. 

"JUAN ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ DOMIN- 
GUEZ, President. 
XUIS IGNACIO MENDOZA, Vice-President. 
FRANCISCO ISNARDT, Secretary.'* 

Similar declarations were made in Mexico, and in Car- 
thagena, Socorro, Tunja, Pamplona, Antioquia, and the 
<Kher provinces, which composed the confederation of 
New Grenada, and, latterly, by the congress of Buenos 
Ayres. 

When the Spanish cortes perceived the end which the 
American subjects had in view, and which was the con- 
sequence of impolitic proceedings of the regency, they 
began to be alarmed ; and the few American members 
were allowed a hearing, fiefore this period, the same 
Americans had presented to the cortes the plan of a de* 
cree, which offered some redress for the grievances Spa- 
nish America had experienced from the preceding go- 
vernments; but the cortes rejected the plan. These 
Americans again put in their claims on the l6th of No- 
vember and the 31st of December, 1810, and they were 
likewise rejected. However, in January, 1811, their 
claims, contained in eleven propositions, were discussed ; 
but in the following month of February, they were re- 
jected, or at least deferred to an indefinite period* The 
eleven propositions alluded to, may give some idea of 
the redress that had been sought in vain by the Spanish 
settlements for three centuries. 

'* Ist, In conformity to the decree of the central junta, 
dated the 15th of October, 1809, which declared the inha- 
bitants of Spanish America equal in rights to those of th^ 
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peninsula, the natiooal representation of every part of/ 
Spanish America, the Spanish West-Indies, and. the 
Philippine Islands, including every class of their inhabit- 
ants, shall be the same in form, manner, and without dis- 
tinction, as in the kingdom and islands of European 
Spain. 

** 2dly, The free natives and inhabitants of Spanish 
America shall be allowed to plant and to cultivate what- 
ever their climate will produce ; with license to encou- 
rage industry, and to promote manufactures and arts ia 
their fullest extent. 

*' 3dly, Spanish America shall enjoy the liberty of ex- 
porting her own natural and manufactured productions to 
the peninsula, as well as to the allies, and to neutral 
nations ; and of importing whatever she may want. All 
her ports are consequently to be opened." This and 
the preceding demand were agreed to, but the order to 
carry them into execution was never published. 

*^ 4thly, There shall be a free trade between Spanish 
America and the Spanish settlements in Asia. Every 
thing militating against this freedom to be abolished. 

*' 5thly, Freedom of trade to be granted from all the 
ports in Spanish America and the Philippine Islands to 
other parts of Asia. Any law existing contrary to suph 
freedom to be annulled. 

*^ 6thly, All estancos, or monopolies in favour of the 
public treasury, or of the king, shall be suppressed ; but 
the public treasury shall be indemnified for the loss of 
profit arising from such monopoly, by new duties on the 
same articles. 

** 7thly, The working the quicksilver mines shall he 
free in Spanish America, but the administration of the 
produoe shall remain in charge of the officers of the 
minery department, independent of the viceroys and 
captains-gieneral, and officers of the reoi ^opicmfai." This 
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was granted, and orders were puUisbed for carrying ft 
into execution in the profinces under the Spaniards. 

" Sthlj, All Spanish Americans shall be eligible equal- 
ly with Spaniards to all appointments of rank or emolu- 
ment, whether at court or in aiigr part of the monarchy, 
either in politicaJ, military, or ecclesiastical depart- 
ments. 

** 9thly, Consulting the natural protection of each 
kingdom in Spanish America, half of the public appoint- 
ments shall be filled by Spanish subjects bom in America. 

<< lOtjily, That the above stipulations may be punctu- 
ally adhered to, a consultive junta shall be formed in 
each capital, to the intent that it may propose persons 
suited to fill each vacancy. 

" Uthly, Considering the great advantages resulting 
from the cultivation of science, and the benefits that may 
be derived from instructing the Indians, the order of the 
Jesuits to be re-established by the cortes." 

The conduct of the difierent governments maintaining 
the rights of Ferdinand the Seventh, opposing the free- 
dom of the Americans, and that of Joseph Bonaparte aid- 
ing it, make a singular contrast. . The fate of the French 
commissioners who were sent to Spanish America to car- 
ry the acts of the cession of the crown of Spain in favour 
of Bonaparte, and of his cession of the same crown in 
favour of his brother Joseph, gave early and convincing 
proofs to the Bonaparte family, that the Americans did 
not espouse their cause. Seeing afterwards, that the 
sums of money the peninsula daily received from the 
new worid, contributed so decidedly to protract the war 
in Spain, the minister of the new kiqg, in order to de- 
prive the junta central of these resources, formed a plan 
to excite a revolt in Spanish America. The principlee 
of this plan may be known by ih» instructions given to. 
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the chief agent appointed by Joseph Bonaparte, at Balti- 
more, M. Desmolard. The following is a copj of them : 

** Instructions gi?en by Joseph Napoleon, to the com- 
missary or principal agent appointed by him at Balti* 
more, M. Desmolard, and to the others who, furnished 
with his orders, have gone to Spanish America for the 
purpose of exciting a revolution there : 

^^ The object which these agents are to aim at for the 
present, is only to declare to the Creoles of Spanish Ame- 
rica, and to persuade them, that his imperial and royal 
majesty has solely in view to give liberty to Spanish 
America, whose inhabitants have been enslaved for so 
many years ; and the only return expected for so great a 
boon, is the friendship of the natives, and commerce with 
the harbours of both Americas ; That, to render Spanish 
America free and independent of Europe, his said majes- 
ty offers all the necessary assistance of troops and warlike 
stores, he having agreed with the United States of North 
America to accommodate him therewith. Every com- 
missary or agent in chief, being acquainted with the dis- 
trict to which he is deputed, and also with the character 
of its inhabitants, will have no difficulty in selecting pro- 
per persons to give them the needful instructions for per- 
suading the people, and pointing out to them the advan- 
tage they will derive from throwing off the European 
yoke. He will make them observe that large sums will 
remain and circulate in the American provinces, by sus^ 
pending the profuse remittances which are conUnualiy 
making to Spain ; and that their commerce will be in 
creased, and their ports be ope» to. all foreign nations. 
He will dwell on the advantage to be derived from the 
freedom of agriculture, and^ the cultivation of all those 
articles at present prohibited by the Spanish government ; 
for instance, that of saffron, hemp, flax, olives, vines, &c. ; 
the benefit that will accrue to them from the establisb- 
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ment of manufactures of every sort ; the great satisfactioo 
and advantage of abolishing the monopolies of tubacco, 
gunpowder, stamps, &c. To obtain these points with 
some ease, in consequence of the greater part of the peo- 
ple being uncivilized, the agents ought to be solicitous to 
render themselves acceptable to the governors, intendants, 
curates, and prelates. They will spare no expense, nor 
any other means of gaining their good will, espe- 
cially that of the ecclesiastics, on whom they are to 
prevail, that they should urge and persuade penitents, 
when they come to confess, that they stand in need of an 
independent government, that they .must not lose so fa- 
vourable an opportunity as that which now presents it- 
self, and which the emperor Napoleon affords them, who, 
they are to make the people believe, is sent by God to 
chastise the pride and tyranny of monarchs ; and that it 
is a mortal sin, admitting of no pardon, to resist God*s 
will. They will, on every occasion, call to their minds 
the opposition they experience from the Europeans, the 
vile manner in which they are treated by them, and the 
contempt to which they are exposed. They will also re- 
mind the Indians, circumstantially, of the cruelties of the 
Spaniards in conquest, and of their infamous treatment of 
their legitimate sovereigns, in dethroning them, in taking 
away their lives, or enslaving them. They will describe 
the acts of injustice which they daily experience when, 
applying for places^ which are bestowed by the viceroys 
and governors on worthless persons, to the exclusion of 
the meritorious. They will direct the people's attention 
to the superior talents of the many neglected Creoles, and 
people of merit, contrasted with the Ekiropean public 
officers and ecclesiastics, which will make apparent the 
hardships they suffer, and will enable them to draw a 
parallel between the talents and merits of the Creoles and 
those of tl^e European officers. They will sepresent ti^ 
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them tb$ difference between the United Slates ^nd Spa- 
nish America, the comforts which those Americans enjoy, 
and their advancement in commerce, agriculture, and na- 
vigation ; and the pleasure of living free from the Euro- 
pean yoke, and being left solely to their own patriotic 
and elective government. They will assure them, that 
America, once disengaged from Spain, will become the 
kgislatrix of Europe. All agents, both principal and su- 
bordinate, are to specify the names of those who declare 
themselves friends and votaries of liberty ; and the su- 
baltern . agents are to transmit the lists to the principals, 
who will make their reports to my envoy in the United 
States, for my. information, and that I may duly reward 
erery individual. My agents will refrain from declaim- 
ing against the inquisition or the church, and, in their 
conversations, rather insist upon the necessity of Jhat 
boly tribunal, {md on the usefulness of the clergy^^^pon ; 
the insurrectional standards or banners is to Ivi^w^cribed, 
the motto, *' Long live the catholic, apostolic, andHoman 
religion, and perish the bad government V- They will, 
besides, make the Indians observe how happy they will 
be when they become once more masters of their country, 
and free from the tyrannical tribute which they pay to a 
foreign monarch ; and, lastly, they will tell the people 
that their said monarch does not so much as exist in his 
own government, but is in the power of the restorer of 
liberty, and the universal legislator, Napoleon. In short, 
these agents must, by all possible means, endeavour to 
show the people the utility which will aris6 to them from 
the government in question. The revolution having been 
thus prepared, and all the principal members who are to 
take a share in it, in every city and province, having 
been gained over, it will be for the chief, as well as the 
subordinate agents, to accelerate the insurrection, in order 
that the revolt may take place at the different points 
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agreed upon, on the same day and at the same hour ; this 
being a very material point, which will greatly facilitate 
the enterprise. The principal agents in every province 
of their department, and the subalterns in the posts assign* 
^d them, will win over the domestics of governors, in- 
tendants, and other persons in power, and by means of 
them they will poison those of this class *whom they con« 
slder as hostile to the undertaking ; an operation which 
is to precede the revolution, in order to remove all obsta- 
cles. The first thing to be considered will be, how to 
stop the remittances of treasure to the peninsula, whicb 
may easily be effected by having good agents at Vera 
Cruz, where all the vessels arriving from Europe will be 
received, and their officers and crews immediately con- 
fined in the fortresses, until every thing shall have sa([>- 
ce^deJ, and the revolution be in forwardness. .The 
agents are further directed to instruct their sab^ents to 
transmit tovthem frequent accounts of the ^regress of the 
revolution ; and the chief agents will c(D«)municate wttib 
my envoy in the United States by the channels which 
shall be pointed out to them. For this purpose it will be 
proper to keep prepared land-conveyances to those points 
of the coast which may be deemed suitable, and where 
there are always to be ready vessels for any emergency. 

" JOSEPH NAPOLEON. 
" To my cBFoy Desmolard.^' 

The agents sent by Joseph Bonaparte penetrated into 
different parts of the new continent, and one of them was 
discovered and shot in the town of Habana. A copy of 
the above instructions was found in Caraccas, in the office 
of the secretary to the junta suprema, and sent by the 
junta to the admiral of the Barbadoes station, as a caution 
against Napoleon's intrigues. 
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The bad receptioA the French agents met with con- 
Tinced the English government that there neither was a 
party for Joseph Bonaparte, nor even a numerous one for 
independence in Spanish America. The English were 
solemnly pledged to assist the heroic efforts of Spain in re- 
pelling the invasion of Napoleon Bonaparte ; and in fight- 
ing for the cause of Spain, they were defending their own ; 
this naturally inclined them to exert their influence in fa- 
vour of the Spanish governors when the troubles in South 
America began. Lord Liverpool, on the 29th of Junci 
1^810, wrote to General Layard, governor of Curacoa, in 
the following terms : " That his Britannic Majesty had 
strong reasons for hoping that the inhabitants of Caraccas 
would acknowledge the authority of the regency of Spain." 

This letter was communicated to the government of 
Cadiz, and to that of Caraccas, and published in botk 
places. Colonel Robertson, secretary to General Layard» 
arrived about that period at Caraccas, apparently with the 
design of prevailing with the government to realize the 
hopes of the British minister ; but Colonel Robertson^ 
having observed the discontent which generally prevailed 
against the government of Cadiz, did not venture to make 
known the object of his journey. 

The English government did not renounce its plan of 
restoring union between Spain and the provinces then in 
a state of insurrection in Spanish America. In the month 
of April, 1811, the English offered their mediation, which 
the cortes accepted on the 6tb of June ; and these were 
the conditions proposed by them : 

^^ l«t, The revolting provinces, las provindas dmien» 
^, shall swear allegiance to the cortes and regency, and 
nominate their deputies to the cortes. 

<< 2dly, Hostilities between the armies shall be sus- 
pended, and all prisoners released. 
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** 3dly, Tfaat the cortes shall duly attend io the com- 
plaints of the Spanish Americans. 

*' 4tb]y, That the commissioners shall render an ac- 
count of the progress and effect of the mediation eight 
months from its commencement. 

** 5thty, While the mediation continues, the cortes are 
to allow a free trade between England and the rebelling 
provinces. 

<* Gthly, The mediation must be concluded in fifteen 
months. 

'* 7thly, If the commissioners are not successful in pre- 
vailing with the Spanish Americans to accede to the terms 
proposed, the English government engages to assist Spain 
to subdue them by force. 

** 8thly, The Spanish government, for the support of 
its own honour, is openly to declare to the English minis- 
ter, those reasons which have induced the cortes to ac- 
cept of their mediation." 

Notwithstanding the illiberal conditions proposed by 
the cortes, on the 2d of October the same year, the Eng- 
lish government appointed commissioners, Messrs. Morier, 
Stuart, and Admiral Cockburn. But thinking, from the 
basis of the terms proposed by the cortesi that they were 
not likely to be productive of great consequences, they 
applied again to the cortes the following year, and pro« 
posed the following terms as better suited to attain the end 
proposed : 

^* Ist, That there should be a cessation of hostilities be- 
tween Spain and Spanish America. 

^« 2dly, An amnesty shall be granted, and perfect ob- 
livion of all acts, or even opinions that may have beon ex- 
fpressed, by the Spanish Americans against the Spaniards 
or their government. 

** 3dly, That the cortes shall confirm and enforce all 
^he rights of the Spanish Americans, and that they abaU 
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be allowed Justly and liberally their representatives in 
the cortes. 

'Mthly, That Spanish America should be permitted 
perfect freedom for commerce, though some degree of 
preference may be allowed to Spain. 

** 5tfaly, That the appointments of viceroys, govern- 
ors, &c. shall be given indiscriminately to South Ameri- 
cans and Spaniards. 

** 6thly, That the interior government, and every 
branch of public administration, shall be intrusted to the 
cabildo, or municipalities, who shall act in conjunction 
with the chief of the provinces ; and that the members of 
the cabildo shall be either South Americans or Spaniards, 
possessing property in the respective provinces. 

** 7thly, That Spanish America shall swear allegiance 
to Ferdinand the Seventh, as soon as she is put in pos- 
session of her rights, and has sent deputies to the cortes. 

<* 8thly, That Spanish America shall acknowledge the 
sovereignty possessed by the cortes, as representing Fer< 
dinand the Seventh. 

** 9thly, That Spanish America shall pledge herself to 
maintain a mutual and friendly intercourse with the pe- 
ninsula. 

<' lOthly, That Spanish America shall oblige herself 
to co-operate with the cortes and the allies of Spain to 
preserve the peninsula from the power of France. 

^'lltbly. That Spanish America shall pledge herself 
to send liberal succour to the peninsula for the continu- 
ance of the war.'* 

The debates of the cortes, on the proposed mediation, 
lasted many days, and were kept secret ; aAer which, 
they rejected it, with the exception of forty -six votes ; 
viz. ^ose of the Spanish American deputies, and six Eu- 
ropeans. The principal grounds on which the negative 
was carried were, that the people of Spanish America 
6 
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had QOt cuked the n^fBdiation of £ngUl|d^/^(l; %^ tj^ 
English bad sinister views in offering it. 

This was, not the onlj dispppoinfmen^tb^ E^gli$b.go- 
Ternment suffered froo} thecortt^s in tbe,a&ir&. which, rc^ 
lated to the American se^tl^nieqts. The, ^fi^i^h mrnis- 
ter, resident at Cadiz, endeavoured to op^ a tr^de with 
Spanish America spon afler^tl^e ass^mblin^ of the, cor|e|^ 
but it was abruptly refused. Tbe regf)i|€\y» boweyei;* 
pressed, the subject ajgja in on .the natiopa| legislatu,fe; and 
it was taken into qoqsideratioDy in sessions tt^^t w<ere kept 
secret, about the middle of April, 1^1 1. Np jSQOQejr WJ^( 
this known ii^ Cadiz, than tbe. public paperS: v(exit fiUed 
with invectives against th^ demaivls of the cabinet of St, 
James. Among many other publications. on tli^t subject, 
one is peculiarly remarkable — ^the manifesto of the consula- 
do or board of trade in Cadiz, under the aiitbQrJty of the 
president, prior, consuJs^ deputies, aqd other members, 
convened on the 24tb of July, l&U, for the pgrppse.of 
discussing the question. This . manifesto attempts to 
prove *' that a free trade with tbe Am^ricap pravin^es 
would work a rujo greater than ; that which. Spa^n th^n 
experienced ; that those. who were, desirpu^ of establisi^r 
tng it were impostors, and deserving of exemplary pun-, 
ishmen^, and of perpetual banishment : Tb^t tbe fa^. of 
Spain, apd her political existence, depended on the S(^lui-. 
tion of this question: That tl^e, names of those whp p/p-. 
posed such, a disastrous trade oiigbt to be, transmitted.. to 
posterity, that they might recejye from later.ag^ ^te in-, 
dignatioii they justly merited : That the Aa^^ejric^Pf h^^ 
not required the establishment of this free. trade; that 
tbej. even detested it as .prejudipig^l to . their, interest ; ^ 
Thai Spain would be ruined^ made, the tool of /orejgpe;9,r 
and that, her mercban^ts and maaufactMr^;:s b^iog de^ti^oy? . 
ed, she wqM^d bereeif lose all freedom;: TJi^ Jn^shprJ,, 
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this cbttiffi^wJe irMatj6 subVettiV^ of religion, oVaer, 
sbciety, and moraftly," 

Tbougb tbe tJeputies from Sparti^b America, ahfl many 
of tb6 Europeans, supported^ ibe proposal of this free 
trade tis a measure of policy and necessity, tbe majority 
oTthecortes seemed neverthi^tess to feel the weight of 
the reasons alleged by 'tfa^ doiiistilado de Cadiz, and re- 
jected fbrhriifly, on the 13lth of Augifet, 1811, the free 
tfad^ defihr^na^d by itfae tri^hh With Spanish AitieHca. 

Wbfl^ ih^ m^diatiolh p^6(>6sed by the iThgUsb govem- 
n&ehtjtind thte demai^ds ofthe Sfmhish American deputieis, 
ttid }Men Uil^citc^skflil vrith the cfbi^tes of Spain, the arms 
of the revolutrdharjr gdVefmment bad obtained ioaporfaht 
aJvWt^gles in th^ netr c6htineilt. I^ey possessed that 
whole teHifory '#brcb boihprised Bofetto^ Ayres, Vene- 
zTiie!^, ^nd New Gi^fiadk, with the exdeption of a fei^ 
fofUfifed |)fat^8 iind Wtde jprovlbb^s ; and the Mexican 
piatnots bbt^fo^ ^dssbifsion of A!iany plates In the ihte- 
ribr bf Hexi^ 'nnd^ fifbrelos. Rayon, Victoria, and 
olberk Boifnf^ plih for revolt had b^en disTcdrered in the 
ckpftal 6£ M^iHcftr, ai^d iSrbn Lima bad been threatede^ 
.with nisuiTC^ctlbn. 

Such was the political situation of Spanish Amerte^ 
^bcih, in ^ohseqtoice bf the uneatt)ected desih^btion of the 
Frenieh atm^ at MbscdW*, ^h^ uhited p)6Wers of the north 
idnded FHinbe by Swit^rliird, and the khglish and 
Spiihiafd^ by %b^ Pyi-i^dei^s; Bonaparte wks attacked 
e^^n by th)^ kib|^ of Naples; bis btbthi^r-in-latlr-^fohraken 
bjr t^oiof his ma^shalii — abahdoU^d bjr the nation; whose 
wishes be had not latt^Hy bbttsult^d, and he lost iUe em- 
pire. In the p^rplexin); situatldn in which hi fbund faitn- 
self by thi^ invasion bf thi^ allies, h^ had rcfcburse io two 
di^titlgQii^a {Prisoners th6A \H hi^ ^d^er, the kiri^ bf 
Spaih, and the ik&id ^ the Catholic church; Tbitiking 
to take advantage of their situation, be released them. 
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Ferdinand was restored to bis own country, under aus- 
pices most favourable for confirraing tbe good opinion his 
subjects entertained of bb virtues. Tbe sufferings of bis 
youtb bad excited tbe sympatby of botb Spaniards and 
Americans ; and tbe treacherous manner in wbicb be bad 
been taken from bis kingdom inspired tbem witb sucb inte«* 
lest for bim, tbat their attachment nearij bordered on ado-* 
ration. Spain ruined by a desolating war wbicb bad last- 
ed six jears — Spanish America destroyed by civil con- 
tests carried on with an extreme degree of animosity-^ 
what a bap^ opportunity for Ferdinand to have shown 
himself the resltrer of tranquillity, tbe mediator between 
kis contending subjects, tbe angel of peace ! 

Tbe war in tbe peninsula seemed crowned with a com- 
plete triumph by the restoration of the king ; that in Spa- 
nish America still continued ; but as the absence of Fer- 
dinand had given rise to it, his return ought to have heal- 
ed dissention. And, in fact, tbe intelligence of the faU of 
Booaparte, and of tbe restoration of the king of Spain, filled 
their minds witb such astom'sbment, tbat a sort of stupor 
^rvaded their armies, and t^eir swords would quickly 
have been sheathed, bad they been only encouraged to re* 
turn to peace. 

King Ferdinand, in his decree of the 4th of June, 
1814, announced to the South Americans his return to his 
country, and ordered that they should lay down their 
armi. Soon after an army was equipped in Cadiz, and 
Uorillo appointed its commander. Ten thousand men 
chosen from tbe best troops in Spain — an armament such 
as bad never before been seen on the coast of Venezuela — 
appeared before Carupano in tbe middle of April, 1815. 
Alarm was now spread among those who bad been fight- 
ing for the cause of independence. All hopes of recon- 
ciliation were abandoned, and a revolt in Spanish Ameri- 
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ca, agaiost tbe aulkicmtj id Ferdinand flie Seventii, dates 
(rom this period. 

From Carupano Gemral Morilb proceeded to Maiga- 
rita, ffom tbeace to Caraecas, and in the following August 
he besieged Carthagena. The dissentions between Bo- ^ 
kvar and Castillo, both cottmanders d* the South Ameri- 
caa £DfC6^ bad lessened the means of defence which 
Carthagei^<|XMMefl8ed, and even deprived it of supplies 
of promioos* The inhabitants, nevertheless, supported 
bjneartwotfaensand regular troops, prepared themselves 
jbc a vigorous resistance* The only attack upon the 
toi»o, or rather upon Lapopa, which commands the town, 
was made the 11th of November, when the assailants 
were repulsed. Provisions, however, began to fail, and 
the vessels which approached the harbour were taken by 
the Spanish ships of war whidi blockaded the port. More^ 
than three thousand persons died actually of famine. Te^ 
attempt a longer resistance was vain. Tbe 5tb of De- 
cember, 1815, the governor ^and garrison of Carthagena- 
evacuated the place, and the following morning the king^ai^ 
troops entered. 

In possession of Carthagena, General Morillo was ena- 
bled to conquer New Grenada, which bis army did in the« 
following manner. Calzada, with part of Morilio's forces 
left, at Caraecas, invaded tbe provinces of Pamplona and 
Tunja ; another division penetrated Hirougb the provinces 
of Antioquia and Popayan ; and the commander in chief 
went up the river Magdalena, nearly as far* as Sanbarto- 
lome* Part of his troops proceeded up the river as &r 
as the town of Honda ; l^ui Morillo took tbe road towards 
Ocana and Sangil, in tbe province of Socorro. The 
royal troops had many skirmishes with the independents, in 
which the advantage was always on the side of the king'a 
forces. At last, the battle of Cachiri was foqght, and in 
it fell the best of tbe troops and officers who '^^support** 
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«d the eoQgMSs 0[ New Oveiiftda. Ill cootequence of 
this defeat the congress separated, and the few remaining 
troops, iiaving abandoned the scene of action, took the 
load of Los Lhanos, comaianded by the generais Cervier 
and Ricaute. 

General Morillo entered Santa Wi de Bogota in the 
montb of Jone, 1816, wd remained there tifi Noreoiben 
More than six hundred persons, of thoee who bad com* 
jkMBed Uie congress and the provincial govemments, as 
well as the cfaie& of the independent army, were 8hot# 
hanged, <m* eukd ; and the prisons remained fuU of otfaeiv 
who were yet waiting tbetr fate. Among those evccated 
were the botanists Don J. Caldas and Don J. Losano, 
ii^bo bad been ordered by the congress of New Gteaadft 
to publish the works of Dr. Motis ; Don. J. M. CabaU l^ 
dislhsguished cbymist; Don C. Torres, a man disthi* 
guished for his learning ; Don J. G. Gutierrez Moreao, 
and Don iL R* Torices, both well known for having been 
entirely devoted to tbe cause of ^eir counUy ; Don An*< 
tooio Maria Palacio-iaxar, Don J. M. Gutienes, Don Mi- 
guel Pombo, D. F. A. Ulloa, and many other learned and 
vahiabie cbamters. Tbe wives of persons executed or 
sailed by Morilio were tbei&selves exiled too. 
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PART 11. 



THE RETOIUTION IN VEKEZUElA AND NEW 
. ' * GRENADA* 



CHAl^ER I. 

JkmhH&n efVenesnda. — EstMidifMHt o/^ junta su- 
j»rema.-— Dtfcterv/toft of independence.''--^anque^ of 
lft« c^nmiryf after ike earthquake^ by MotUevertk^ royalist 
generaU^-^lt again falls to the patriot Bolivar, frotn 
Xett Oreft^ida, eighteen months after, — Battle (f L^ 
FwBfia gnes the royalists possession ofCaraccas m Jaly^ 
1814. — Bolivar lands with an expedition from St, Do* 
miingo in May^ l^XQ.-^ubsequtnt events. 

This profiiices'callecl Venezuela, of whicb the city of 
Caraccas is tiie capital, are the island of Margarita, Bari- 
llas, Guajana, Maracaybo, Cuiiiana, and Caraccas. The 
last four provinces are situated between the banks of tfa« 
Oronoco and Cape Vela ; but that of Barrnas occupied tb6 
inland part of Venezuela, bordering on Caraccas, Ouaya^ 
Bi, send MaracayfK), and likevrise on Casanare, and Pam- 
plona, proYTDc«s of New Grenada, from which it is sepa^ 
rated by the riTers Araoca and Tachira. ' In (be toVirn^ of . 
Caraccas alone there were 45,000 tribabitants ; the wfaule^ 
population of Venezuela amounted, in' 1811 , to more than 

800,000.' ±. ' ■'' y ; 

The iMfifCtp«Bty oTOaraccaB, in conjaW; la ^^% t^l 
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J deputies nomioated hy the people, assumed -the leins of 
i goveramenpon the 19th of April, 1810, taking the appel- 
lation of jtmto tuprmnay fnainiamtng the rights ofFerdi^ 
nand the Seventh. Its first decrees contained orders to 
arrest the captain^general, and the members of^ the audi- 
encia ; which bemg done, they were sent to the United 
States of America. Thej decreed, likewise, that the al- 
cabala should be abolished, the tribute paid hy ihe In- 
'dians, and the slave trade ; that freedom of comqieree,. 
agriculture, iic. should be established ; and that these 
political changes should be published throughout the pro- 
vinces, and made known to the English government'. In« 
telligence of the difierent decrees having extended through 
Venexuela, all, excepting M aracaybo, formed juntas m 
imitation of that at Caraccas. The junta of Guayana 
acknowledged the suprema junta of Caraccas, but some 
days after renounced allegiance to it, and recognised (be 
regency 6f Cadiz. This change was occasioned by. the 
influence of the Spaniards who were numbers of the jiiQ« 
ta, and whose number greatly exceeded that of the South 
Americans. The juntas of Barinasi and Cumasa sent 
their deputies to Caraccas. They did not acknowledge 
tfie junta suprema, but insisted on a.geneval congress be* 
ing assembled. Don Fernando Miyares, being governor^ 
of Maracaybo, opposed the innovation! at Caraccas*. 
treating the deputies sent to him by the new government 
in a hostile manner. These deputies were Don A. Mo* . 
leno, D. Jugo, and N. Texera ; they were ariestedby 
Cevallos, the commandant of Coro, and thrown some timf^ 
after, into dungeons at Puerto Rico : after much sufieriiig . 
they were restored to liberty by the intercession of Ad* 
miral Sir Alexander Cochrane. * 

The supreme judta of Caraccas informed the regency 
of Spain of 1b^ changes that had taken place at Veoezue- 
^ - ^^l^ ^'f\V^ ^^. reasons that had induced thm^ 
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to establish a government wbkh might protect their own 
right?, and those of the imprisoned monarch ; and cordi- 
ally offering every assistance which Venezuela could com- 
mand, for the support of the war against the French. 

This conduct appeared only to irritate the regency, 
who vietred in the light of rebellion the innovations at 
Caraccas ; and they declared all the ports attached to the 
new government in a state of blockade. Don N.Corta- 
varria was deputed to Puerto Rico, with the title of co^ 
miiionado regioj invested with the absolute - authority to 
reduce Venezuela to its former subjection. This repre- 
sentative of the regency first addressed himself to the in- 
habitants of Venezuela, exhorting them to dissolve the go- . 
veroment, and promising that then the caniplairUs of the 
pef^le should be redressed. In consequence of the an- 
swers given in the Caraccas newspapers to the proposals . 
of Cortavarria, be had recourse to other methods : spies 
and emissaries of every description were sent to all parts 
of Veaezuela, with the intent of effectin|[ a counter revo« 
lution. 

In the mean time the junta supreme, foreseeing the 
consequences which might arise from the opposition 
shown by the governor of Maracaybo, who bad now been 
Dominated captain-general of Venezuela by the regency 
of Spain, and who was united with the commandant of Coro, 
one of the departments of the province of Caraccas, sent 
troops to Carora, under the command of the marquis del 
Toro, to prevent any attack from the governor of Mara- 
caybo. The departments of Merita and Truxillo, which 
formed part of the province of Maracaybo, renounced 
their allegiance to the capital, demanding the protection 
of the junta of Barinas, and of the marquis del Toro.— 
Don Diego del Toro, and Don Pedro Brizeno, were ap- 
pointed commanders of the troops which were sent to pro- 
tect ttMMe departments. ^ ^ . 
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Tfoe Hiartpiis del Toro, wil>ti% to confotih to (he ftn 
iTtructiom be had weeived froto the government, raised ft 
coifis of three thousand men, and opened a correspond- 
ence with Don Fetnando Mijrares* This correspondeiMe 
tended to persuade the governor of the necessity of unitro^ 
\ab province in the geflieral cause of Venezuela. & kngth 
General del Torq, me»ry Of this useless correspondence, 
and having observed how much the ibrces of MiyarcfS dafljr 
^ined strength by the addition of the Spaniards who erhi- 
grated from the other previtices of V'ene2uela--^tbte dis- 
positreii «<vtnced in lii^ iBa^dur by the t&/^ of MaracaylK>, 
irbera many attempts at Ins^i^dtioh had been stifled-^ 
aiidt ftfaovi^ aH, anxious to pt«vetat (heatriVal of tfdops 
fiom the peninsdla-^equaiht^d the junta of Catacteaa 
with fbe advantage he cOnbeived i^vouM ari^ from athick* 
hig the department of Cott> i this being subdtried» M^tsL* 
ekjbo would jokl hi the geiteral caAse. The (event pror^ 
that tfiis attack Ought to have been made itainedliately 
a#Let the establtshnient of the junta supreme, as md^ed 
bad been the opinion of Don J. Cortes Madariaga, ohe tf 
the members of the jOAftn^ and who hk6 largely cbhtribU- 
ted to its estalbiisbin«m. 

The government of Gam«taa agreed with the pl^ of 
the marquis del Toro, who aeoordiogly entered the t^h-i«> 
tory of Coro in November, 1810. AH yielded fobhti at 
first, even the suburbs of the capita!, whete th^ enemy 
made the strongest resistance. An ektent of mohe than 
forty leagues of wild and sandy country divides the towns 
of Coro and Carora, from whence the army of Venezuela 
had marched. General Toro Oegletted to station hie 
forces so as to preserve intercoui^se with Cafora^ and in 
consequence communication wa« cut off. Provisions tor 
the army failed, and the shipa of wM which had sailed 
from Puerto CatieHo, to co-operate with the army by at- 
tacluDgJ^ Vela de Coro, having been pferented by the 
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^eatb^i; itom approsK^iDg the hairbour, the mnrquis del 
Torp was.iMider ibe necessity^ of jnakiag a retreat, which 
h^.eipffiiGted ^ith gitiat^iifficulty, aod only bj. force of. arms. 
Tbia e^pffdJtiotD therefore failed ; but it served at least to 
proFe, for the first tiose, that Caraccas could faraisfa an 
aiwjr ths^t was. Deither deficient in discipliiie nor oourageu 

Qj^nf r^l; fifiranda reached thesfadres of Caraccas in the 
end qf lj81<^» nQtvirUhstandiDg the instructions given by 
the jenta supremaJo their depntiesv sent to London, to 
oppQ&e the return of the gefieral to bis native oountrji 
Thi^ opposition bad not been, dictated by motives^ of dis- 
like tQ JUiraada ; it was the consequence of that moderate 
plan of conduct which the junta had adopted towards 
Spain. General Miranda's repeated attempts^ to free Ter« 
ra Ftrma from subjection to the Spaniards were well 
knowB^ and bis appearance in Caraccas with the wish of 
the goTemment, would have been in contradiction to the 
principljBS laid down by it. 

The meeting of the general congress was soon to take 
place* The election had been made in Venezuela accord* 
ing'. to the regulations of the suprea^ junta. These regur 
lations prescribed the method which was to be pursued ift 
ascertainmg the. population ; how the electoral coUegea 
were to be formed ; and the number of deputies, which" 
were, to be elected according to th^ population ; one for 
eveiry SQ^^OQO'.'persons. NearfiAy deputies were in con** 
a^i^^iieoee nouimited, who commenced their sessions oa 
the.SdofMarcb, 1811. / 

PdPevtous to this meeting., the japta had named a.com« 
flsitt«e, consisting of Don Fv X. Ustariz, Don Fermin 
Paul, General Miranda, Don J. Roscio, and others^ 
the^ object of which was to form a constitution. The 
p^a.pf tbis<»>ii8tituiion was to be tn readiness to be sub- 
milted te the consideration of the congress. The mem* 
here i9|i.tbe>jC9noaittee. met seresai tin^, with the excep*- 

- ■ ^ J' 
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ftioti of Miranda, and sgreed in forming tbe plan of a pro- 
.visional confederation ; a confederation, according to 
them, being the best sort. of government for Venezuela. 
.General Miranda was of a different opinion; and he, in 
consequence, sent to the committee a plan of that consti- 
iutton which be had intended to present to Spanish Ame- 
rica, bad he been successful in freeing Terra Firma, in 
1806. This plan had been formed for a more extensive 
tract of country than the limits of Venezuela, and it dif- 
fered very little from the Spanish colonial government. 

This circumstance made to Miranda many enemies. 
From the beginning, his influence in public affairs was 
feared ^ but the friends of independence had held his 
talents and virtues in the highest veneraiion, thoagb many 
accused him of ambitious views, and cautioned their par- 
ty against being governed by his ideas. They could not 
understand that Venezuela might obtain independence 
without overturning every old institution, and tesigning 
every former custom. Tbe distrust thus raised, soon 
pervaded Venezuela and New Grenada ; and, notwith- 
standing Miranda's .respectability, and that of bis frtends, 
these last were not able to obtain an election for him as 
member of the congress, excepting in the insignificant 
department of Araguita, in Barcelona. 

In the month of April, 1811, the congreiBS nomtmited 
three persons, who were to enforce the laivs, under 4he 
appellation of execttttre poQwr. Their power, however* 
was very limited, for, according to tbe opinion of the 
congress, the greatest precaution was- necessary to* pre- 
vent the executive power from encroaehing on tbe ri^ts 
of tbe people. 

There was a considerable party in the congrofs deal* 
rous of a reunion with the mother country ; but they 
dared not declare this desire, so earnest was the people 
of Cai^ctet for independence ; aadtlMt puty in the con- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



73 

I wbicb sopported the wishes of Hie peep1» wm moat 
mincrous. In order to give strength to (he partisans of 
the patriotic cause, Gcfneral Miranda proposed that a cittb 
should be eitahlislMd/wfiere the citisens might meet to 
discuss queilions concerning the genera] irelfare, in i 
private matinier. Iii this Miranda was seconded by a 
lawyer of great learning, Don Francisco Espejo; and 
tiie club wes established under the denomination of focis« 
dad patrifiUea. 

' The' aiiniversafj of the revolution was on the l^th 
April ^ tmd tbe^ people of Caraccas prepared to evince « 
the high estimation in which they held the blessings they 
thought they liad obtained'^ for themselves and for their 
posterity on that Memorable day. Rejoicings were uni« 
versal in tlie city. After service in the churdies was 
performed, the inhabitants all appeared in the streets,' 
snitably and - elega'ntly dressed, wearing in their hats 
cockades* of blue, -red, and yellow ribands. Bands of 
music, followed by dancers, paraded the city, singing 
peAriotic airs') and the memtiets of the toeiedad patrwH' 
ca marshed in procession through many of the principal 
stffsels, bearing ensigns appropriate to this festival. The 
DMSttespeetabie persofnsof Caraccss joined in the uni« 
freisal rejoicings; and many parties of Indians from 
tlM' enviffoos, were seen on this occasion, playing and 
denoin^y acoofdiog to their custom, displaying more.sim- 
plicity tban> grsoe. ioy was painted on every counter* 
naiUBe, and the mutual congratulations were warmly ex* 
preasive of h«ppittess. Night came on, and the scene 
vies varied t Caraecas was ilhiminated Irom one end of 
the city to the other: the public buildings and many, 
private houses displayed particular taste in the choice of 
tftiispareirt embleovi and inscriptions i bands of music 
CMtinned filling the air with melodious sounds ; and the 
joy of Ae infaftbitanto seelbed to increaM as the heat of 
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the dajr. d«cliiitd.. ^ Saa^U^tb^p«9.w«M*ttKOto4 io ^IiAmp- 
\ent parts of tbt toWm wfaich. •Mrv«d >be people as ratii - 
UIgi i)laces» and. wbeie tb^ were-amusad vith aoags, 
Ufce$t ^^ "^ba aDfartaiiiaiaiito weaa ppok^gad till a^ 
Vfrjr. late Imiur ; ..and vitbaBfthoj, «adad» tha. nuads af aU 
«ei9 elated with the qmt {i^aasipi^iei^sjaMm . 
• The,satia(iBi<^oii of tlia peofii*' waSi b0i«etar,i tftrntf 
laieat;' a luodjof. pah^ aflp^arad to. pervade tW savanit 
meaty which wanted energy to promote thepfOi^erily^afe 
the. country,; and the Gongp;ess was. daahtfiil a» tp the 
pi)an of pplic|r it ongjbl toibilow^^: Tha Spaniards :iiMl. 
akei^ljr^.on^'difiereat occasiiH^ii^ e||d^va«iiiMt ta aratf- 
throw the new govarnmaat».and| tbja ooatisaled itielf withr 
Boereljr. banishing \^ di^afaaledyOi! . with iiap risaMi igi 
those, who appeared piast daiigfa^ amaag (hem. 

A. most alarmiiig conspiim(y;.w<as on the . «re oC hta ah' 
ingiOutia tha month of J«aa,.181},fvha|itC<H»&lej^(a ia- 
the energy of' thegovacniaemt. had diwint^bedt'^and.liia^ 
enthusiasm of tha pfsopfa was - dariining. Thavfiartidana 
of independence saiiad thiS'Opfiartiifiitjrt; the maatii^- 
of thesect«iiad^|)atno(tca}bacawe.mQc^ 
leading opinion was,.,** that a.daGlaratiQa.of cosiple4a<in* 
dfpfendence was the. opijr. me^suia thai coaM save; tha: 
coontrj. from f impending. ruUk'' Tha peop^a of> Ciumsr.' 
cas» compoaeiPchiefljr, of :|«Hulatfoa«iJistanad wittbiaitaraat' 
ta the aigii^ments (Which piiNnt^d owl to thamrftU.maaiWi«or 
obtaining.|>o|itica) oonseqHe^c^ M laM» soaaa* mririhuni 
ofthacoogirefs.made a motioi^for disisuisii^ lha.,pvopo^* 
8itionofdeclaring,yene2iielaindeFMsndentof Spain, aod,. 
after many, debates, ,thif was; carf^iedon/the 5|b« ctf JUy^ 

mi. 

Tha conspirator were nop disooacartnd, hal the oatt* 
spiracj was tnotdc^tsoyed, of- which govanMBent raaata^' 
ad secret inteUigiBAca, and, in aonsaquenca^ tha prinniprfi 
l^sraons suspected wavnvie^nd* Yat,jiatirithstaida«r 
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UKmbleio lint pert«f ifc&ttltj^caJted Iio«a€ques,^«lc 
,Mlfe of -Wy, at.lbitee li'elotk, P. M; Tbeir pfc» was'tb 
!b^ % tskfeg ponas^n of Hie prioeipsi] barrack, iftlto 
which they exp«cltd lo ablsin admittion bf tMie of tb^ 
l^ated, wiHfh^fi^iMiiBbaersvttm ID tbe^eivi^e drt^^ new 
,f(»«ar|iaieBt:b9d,pronDiMdl to keep open : tfaej determiii. 
.od> irbeiiin potsesaod ofitfaot placa, which Twas itt .Ae 
mme Aimm a icpofiitory foraims and ainmuiittjoq, to altaok 
tb* towo, in wbMhaome hundreds tof the coiispkatofa 
jwttre. ooQc#aied« and wliosa :opeiia1nn8 were^^to be^n 
.Whc» tbe^Rii/firngieroaoaoii at the barracks wasiieafd. 
Thoao twbo . poisMsed the e«ctt|iTe powar^asfwet! as 
jMaa ^/Iba BseaabeiSiof Ae congress^ .were to bave been 
Wftect^ 00 timmmeii%f,^mA tbe femainMig membefa 
io(fliio.«aMgf08S'aest to Spaio. 

■ Tfaa aosustouod meaanaes on aodi oocastona wore 
jtabeny lo.oimthfow tbo attan^ of the didaffieded ; hot 
ithefo AVttiB oany Spaiitafdaaawiig the tioops wfaoaetft- 
rtaolaaoat^to the «er«r order of Ibiiigseoiridaot be coitfideii 
in. In this dilemma it wis thought expedient to discover 
'to aoase of die friends of the government, all the extent ' 
of their pari) ; aad thus were the people of Caraooas 
ftwakeoed to a sense of their danger on tbe above-men- 
HoOed. day* As soon as the conspirators wens seen 
umtiBg in arms at Los^eques, the people opposed th6nt, 
«nd.iaiier some resistance they were overoome and itti* 
pffisoBedb 

On the day preceding this events the Spaniards resid- 
ing at Valencia, thirty-eigbt leagues from Ckraocas, in the 
inteffior of the ccfuntry, assembled in coniideiable num- 
bers, and got into the barracks of tiie town, wbtoh w^ 
garrisoned by but few troops* The infaslbitants wei!e 
discontented with the congress, because it bad opposed 
4betr desire of separating from Caraccas, and (tf forming 
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% MW prmii6€ : tfaeyi m cow w qago c#» jmaed tbe too- 
sp\rMn3t9. Troopc nrcfe iimaedtatety embodied, and 
inaed wilh gU09, whkb the Spaniaiils bad pmateiy in- 
ti^duced iDto die tonro ; and Valencki prepared to rqpel 
Ibe attacks of tbefo^eraineat of Caiaeoaf. 

Tbe situatioo of the goverament was now perplexiag^ 
Many of the conspirators bad b^n taken into custody, 
but thejr refused to discover their accomplicea, who, 
being ferj numerous, tbejr expected wooid bava power 
to rescue tbem^ To attack immediateij tbe town of Va- 
lencia, was tbe step best calculated to stop tbe e^l ; bitt 
troopa ware inquired in Caraccaa for its own proteetiea. 
The goTernment determined, therefore, to call the citi- 
zens :to arms ; and sent Generstl Toro against' Vaieacia^ 
Tenf of ibe conspirator were in tbe meaA^^time^ried and 
I put to death; and tbe beads of these unfortunate mea 
^ were placed on poles at the entrance of the citj^ accord- 
ing to the seatence of the judges ; who tlais proved that 
the e&ct» of tbe political changes in Venezuela did not 
extend their influence to. tbe abolition of those shocking 
exhibitions of public vengeance. 

There are near Valencia two bills which command the 
coad — El Pico de Mariara and El Morro de Valencia. 
Tbe rojrallsta fortified both ; and General Toro, in his 
way to Valencia, attacked Ei Pico de Mariara. Not- 
withstanding the opposition he met wilh, which was veaj 
great, tbe pass was forced, though with the loss of nmay 
more men to the patriots than could have been expected. 
Tbe government, doubtful of the Marquis del Toro's mi- 
iitery skiH, appointed General Miranda his successor, who 
by this appointment regained a part of life lost influence. 
Miranda 'forced the pass of the Morro de Valencia, and 
stormed tbe town, wbi^h, after: a sHgbt resistance, yield- 
ed; some of the royalists still sheltering Ibemselves ia 
that barrack called de los pardos. The independents, 
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were seTeral times repulsed ii altaekiog A«b barrack, amf 
sttfieped great loases. (When the Spaniaids knew d* the, 
?eststance they met with they began to fire cm the^ tsoope^ 
i»f Gamccas through the windows, irom the towers of the 
•chuiiclies, fiwn the mooastenes, and from the.tofie of the 
iKHises^ Kaiiy officees^ aMong whom was Brigadier ddl 
Toco, had been seifetely wounded ; and tb^ troops begatt 
to feel dismay. * A retreat was then sounded, and Mij[»»- 
4a retired to MaHara, ibnr tea^s from the lown> on the 
sroad to Caraccara. 

TlH^dependeAts Nieevred aiemi&roetDeat^aiidailbe 
JaUowing August Valencia was i^am stermed and eQi^> 
quered./ Miranda proposed then to invade Uie territorf ^ 
jof CoBo with finir thoiMand men whom be thea command 
^, and the government williogly agreed to his propa^ 
aals ; but bis enemies, wAom hislairt triiimpfas had irritate 
ed, tried every means to op^se biar plan, ib which tfaef 
wese secotided by the <:ongre89^ 

Tlie ^gress now tinmed its attention t» that' new coq«>\ 
atitution which was to ensure the liberty of Venezpelii^ 
The plan of this constitution had been formed by Don F, 
X. U^tariz. He, and many others of the greatest respect- 
di^ility. had intimated from the first their opinion, that in 
case of a final separation from Spain, the best fiicm of gp-^ 
voraraent to be established ta Venezuela was a-ftdeial 
nae/ii whidh the United States of America gave an , 
example?) In order to disseminate this, opihioti^ essays, 
were iiaerted te the Caraccas Gacetle for many succes* 
live months, solely to prove the advastages resulting fnngs 
this eoosf itution of the N<»th Americans. These essaya 
were written by one Bedce, an Irishman, well aei|uaintr 
•d with the principles of th^ English a«d American con« 
adtutions. I>oft.F. X« Ustainz and Don J. Roscio carried 
«ft a cosrespoMknce with many individtials of Santa Fe 
M Bogota^ and of the iatevior of VefMauele, on the same 
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lubject, whicb seemed to interest every t>ite^ (Entbusn^ 
liD favour of a federal cons^tution extended even to ffew 
Grenada; and the hopes of attaiintig a degree of pi^pe- 
rity equal to that enjoyed by the North Americans under 
the fostering care of their goverDment silenced ev«ry sm 
gument in favour of any other constitution, though on* 
might have heeii formed better adapted Uyiim cuBtems 
and characters of the South Americans^ 
. After many months of c6ntinued debates^, the repfe» 
sentatives of Venezuela offered, for the approbation' of 
the people, oh the 23d of December, 18! 1, the promised 
constituftion. It formed a volume divided into nine chapi- 
ters. In the first, the Roman o^hofie religion U proposed 
as that of the state. In the second,: it is proposed th«t 
the general congress should be divided into two hoiisei-^ 
Hiat of the representatives^ and the senate t te be jointly 
invested with the power of declaring war, mtikti^ peace, 
raising armies, kc. ; the election of the representatives to 
be made by electo^l colleges, and that of the senate by 
Ihe provincial legislatures. The third chapter treats of 
the executive power, which was to be confided to tlNree 
persons to be chosen by Uie electoral eollege& ; and these 
persons, were to be invested with power to nominate ge« 
Berals fof the army, and to appoint officers to whom ^ 
admiustratioQ and coU^cUon of the public levenoe were 
to be mtrusted^ &c. The fourth chapter describes a ma^- 
prem^ court of justice,^ which was to decide on civil and 
criminAl cjuestions in raalters concerning tfaei federal cooi- 
pacts; likewise the establishment of trial by jury, kfn, 
the fifth determines the Umits of the provincial' authoii> 
Ues> the mutual guarantee of the pioiinces to each other ; 
and thai Guay ana and Maracaybo should be admitted inte 
ihe fedeiation aar!>SQon: as tiiey w^re fireei from Spam^ 
The sixth and seventh propose that the constitutioftshould 
"e xevised,. and receive the sanction of the people.. Tbfc 
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eighth declares (%e sovei^ignty of ttie people, the rights 
Gi mkn tn society ; that foraignera oif any mtioD whatever 
'shoold be admitted ialo Venezuela, provided they would 
respect the national religioD ; that the use of tortui^ 
ih'otild he abolished, lie. The ninth and last^ is devoted 
to general subjects ; tFoats of protiSMxtiog the civilizatioii 
of the Indians, and of declaring. the mulattoes and pai^os 
eligible to any employment whatever in the state ; ttke- 
'Wise of confiraring the aboliiion of the slave-trade, as 
^ecfoed by the supreme juota of Caraccas, on the 14th 
;«f Jiuly, 181(K . 

t In iaittation of the United States of Americ*, the eon* i 
pess set apart a territory, in which the authorities of the 
-eoniederation were -to reside: the town of Valencia was 
fixed upbn, and the congress there held its sessions m | 
'the beginning of Afarch, \&12.^ 

All prospered in Venezuela at that time ; the goven^ 
ment was respected ; the military force sufficient to sup- 
port it ; and the public mind . was unanimous. Com-^ 
Merce was m some degree dourishing, and Venezuelai 
^wishing particularly to promote that with England, a re- 
"duction of four per cent, was made in the custom-house 
duties in favour of Bngllsh manufactures. Three thou- 
sand men, under the command of General Moreno^ were 
on the banks of the Orenocco, ready to cros» that river, 
.smd to attack the royalists in the city of Guayana or An- 
.gostura, whose inhabitants had, on many occasions, 
evinced their inclination in favour of the new govern* 
Bsent, but were checked by the Spaniards firom publicly 
declaring diis tncKnatk». Colonel Xalon, v^thone bat«^ 
talion of good troops, was stationed at Barquisimeto, sup^ 
posing the royalists of Cora might attempt an attack on 
that^lde* {'But) alaal sboftin Venesuela was the posses* 
sbn of this prosperity t 
On the 2Mi Qf J)Iax«hy 1812, between tm andfivoy j 
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F« JMi/V^eneKutla was raited hf one ofthwe trMnendottsr. 

' ^•M'Uiquakes) which froai time to liiee mia ifhole pro- 
vinces. ) During a minute and £AeeD seceads, the earth 
mm convulsed ia every dincUoii, and nearlf twenfy 
^thousand peiaons fell victims. The towns of Caraccas^ 
:La Gui^ra, Majquetia^ Merada, and Sanfelifie* weie 
lotallj destroyed, Barquifliiiiete, Valencia, La Vittoria^ 
and others, suffered considenbly. This catastrophe 
happened on Holy Tbmrsday^ a day when every Chris- 
ttiaa church peculiarly coowiemoratea the airfferkigs af 
our blessed Redeemer, and at the very hour when dv^ 
people were cfowdtng into 4he thmehes to attend the 
fSQcessipns which are usual in Roman Catholic oountvietr 
and to see the representation of our Saviour led to the 
icroas. Troops are placed on such occasions at the en- 
trance of the churches, to follow the precession; and 
many churches, and the principal barracks at Camccas, 
being thrown down» there was a considerable number ^( 
jsoldiers. killed, and many thousand persons crushed under 
their ruins. The arms and ammunition destined for the 
defence of the country, were buried in a similar manner f 
and what was worse, a^. unconquerable enemy to the in* 
dependence of Veneauela seemed to raise its head from 
among the ruins — that rel^ieus prejudice wbi«:h the 
earthquake inspired, v 

In an era less remarkable, a mere convulsion of natuo^* 
would have had no iofidenee on a new government ; but, . 
notwithstanding the prosperi^ Venemela then enjoyed^ 
the seeds of discontent had iallen on one clam of tlie 
xommuoity. Thet principles which formed the basis of 

^ihe new constitution were democratioal, and it had been 
necessary to deprive the clergy oCsome of thetriforivitegeSt 
which eC course owated enmiljr in their Iniada to the 
present government Immediately after the eartbqudce^ 
AtpaastaiioahHmndthaltheAhMgh^emidm^ the 
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iiv#IM«iH awi llMjP' defMnifie«d Int irftith d» nil ivte ft^^*^ 
ifowred h) Tfa^y oonstnied iotci » ttiMtiiMftation of thil 
4^itte displ««ittf» tiie^ occvrreifet of tie eaHliqoak« «ii 
Holy Thiif«d»j, foecatise tbe rerolutioil had eofflmeneirt 
«» tiiat f(ftftival ; aMongh H was not Hie atmhenary, for 
tins feast is moveable, aod ia eeiehiatecl on a <Hfetent 
*ay every year. Tfaey^inade Ihe people ftittcy Hiat lwll>^ 
was openiiig to swallow tJtem^ 

Sucb was the effect at Ibis time of rel^voas etittnisf- 
asm I UftprejufHeed persons were undoubtedly not of the 
BiMDber; but these were few, compared with the host 
they had to resist ; which, aviiilmg itself of the general 
cbnMematioB, biassed the public opinion in fjrvoiir «f the 
Spanish government. 

It happened besides, that the royaRsts of Coro, wish- 
ing to divert the operations of the forces destined against 
Ouayana, attacked the republfcan tn>op8 which defended 
the frontiers, and, having gained oonsideraIHe advantage^ 
got possession of Catera the day before the earthquake. 
The troops stationed at Barqnisiiiieto w^re preparing to 
mkrcb under Xalon to attack the royalists at thct hour the 
ei^rthquake took placie ; and the barracks being thrown 
down, tfte greater part of the soldiers were buried under 
Hie rotns, and tbetr commander severely wounded. 

M\ these sources oif puM'ic calamity were aggravaM 
by the deficit in the p6blic trejisury. The^new governr- 
ment bad raised an army, increased the number of pub*, 
lie appointments, defrayed the eipetfses of two militaryi 
e^ipeditioQs, and established a manufactory of guns, a 
mint, &e., when, at the same time, some of the ehanm^ 
on wbidb the revenue of the state depende^l Were cut 
off by (be abolition of the aleabaia, &c. The congnnSs 
had been in consequence obliged to make one miHion of 
paper money, which was now m circulation, and which 
was regularly received in payment, though with conai- 
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xiCtmMence in tlie «t«bilUjr of the gftvorattent. d ccl i arf , 
fiMidIo conjtiiuie Uiejpafer mQoey in cufie^jsy, iwveM f**- 
•allies vcie' emf ted for reftimog it io .|»ayii|^ii<^) 

T^ conglQSs wasaeosible that Ibe daager rcqoiifri 
4be strongest measuces, andresorteU to tbose uauaUy pmt^ 
(lised ID critical periods^ of repnblics, adding dicliiinriftl to 
cxecutire power; and it adjourned its sessions, tlMtt its 
jBemberS' nugbl serve in the army or return to Ikeir 
.httnes, in order to give energy in tbe provinces to a die- 
fiifited peop)e« Tb^comnaiid of tbe anpy was gi«seo.|o 
;^neral Miranda, who was onpowered |o act in all 
Ithii^ as be judged best for tbe^ gaod of tbe country ; end 
he nuirched to meet tbe enemy at tbe head of 2,000 men, 
jMmed ;ieiih ike Sem gum ilMii.faid;iie^ leseaied fromithe 
jRiitts after the earthquake. 

^General Jiionteverde» who cpnunanded the .royaUstB, 
jj^roceeded from Carora^ to Bafquisioaeto, of which he teA 
jpossession without mm^ .opposition ; and there his amy 
^veceived considerable reinufercements, for the inbedMlanls 
fWeie r€iager to enrol under his bapnew. Araure was. the 
iHevt place to he attacked in the way to Caraocas, atd in 
itbat.tQwn theve was a detachment stationed under Colo^ 
Del F.. Palacio-S(^o ; but his troops having refused to fight, 
rtbe colonel was taken prisoner, and the place became an 
.^asy conquest. 

. Near Araure begin those immense- plains which foron 
4Mrt of tbe province of Caraocas and that of Barinas, froaa 
'Whence tbe towns situate on |he mountainous part of V^ 
jiezuela receive supplies ofcattle. Mooteverde, conscious 
}of tbe importance of possessing them, sent troops to m^ 

vade Barinas, and with the principal strength of hi^artny 
'^attacked Sao Carlos, which was defended by M. Carrabano. 
tSan .CailQs made a viigoious .defenoe ; but the caraliy of 
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the ifid^petojkttts btviog^pass^Hiv^r id Uie eneDfjr, Ticto* 
rjr #i» deckled io tavoiir of th« rbfaKstsp 

itisiictcesMify tokmm tlwciHistderablediftltiioesirliiclr 
si^ai^te tint oapiuh of tbe pyo?ine«s'of VieMcuela from* 
^ftiehotlieri the b^ state of the roads, and tbe scattered^ 
pDfwtatl^vtoforni an fdeaof'the^ifficifhits tive gorenK 
nMMit'hi«ft4QiB^i>c6toe td miaeanamy suffitientlj mmie^ 
lous to stay the progress of^nenemy which "w^s advanciag* 
rapidly, led oil bjr retigloHs enthusia^ai, and 'encouraged 
fay. the^cDnfvaioii nalu^aUy resulting from the present coit^' 
steroation. Oookl tbfr amay wbichiwas fightfng against' 
Gaayafia>faaFe been opposed to Mbtttererd^v be must haver* 
been compelled to retreat ; but it wlutoo distant* to be^ 
employed agiimst bim< and bad besides participated in the^ 
efibcts of that coneatenatkm ofevents which was destined^ 
to overthrow the' repitblic of VeneKuela. 

The provinceS'Of Bsrrinas, Cunfana^ and Caracesii bad' 
sent the ttfoops above mentioned against Qoayiaina; Tbe^ 
naval force of tbe iJidepetid<tols, which was to protect the 
cfosatng of the Orenocoo, suffered some loss in tbe eirgage- 
DBi^Dt which took place on the S6tb- of March ; but, ti<A^ 
witbatattding thiS'c^eck, part ofthe trbe^Mpas^ over'ionr 
the other side, and might-have, taken possession ^of'Gua^r- 
atta^ ba»diiot infeUlgencereeeived of the vidX)ries ofMon- 
(•verdeiHspirited'themv c^ccasioiiing at the sateetimede- 
sertion in the troops, and irresohitiow,in their leaders; 

Tbeiiepublican troopEi^vaeiiat^d Yalencia, and Mtraii* 
de»4M>ttcedliiated his fctfces id the pass called La Cabterv^' 
near ^e lake Tsacarlgua, or 'Laguna de V^leocia. La €a-' 
biievia is^^ a narrow pass through^ v^bich is controued this' 
b^^'>n>ad: After the loss of San Carlos and ihe* evacuat'-' 
tiMi of ValeneiBf this^was unquestionably tb^ imst spot tcr 
oppose and prevent an enemy from invading Caraceas oof 
tfie» nvatemside: but the infaabitanta of ^hat country de«' 
oteiiDg ferthe rejalisl8» tiky dfocovered to MontevenM 



d by Google 



84 

aD unknown footpath, w^ich, thei^h with cJiffieuityt ena- 
bled bis troops to avoid the defile of La Cabrera* Miranda 
in .consequence retreated to La Vittoria« sixleen leagues 
ffpom Caraccasy between tbebai^s of the river Aragua* 
and the valley watered by the;rivef Tmj. Tbe^ royaliata 

^ followed the rear of the independent army^ which th^ 
attacked most vigorousljr;at the. epd of June, bul weae 

• aepuUed with considerable km^ 

Miranda's judicious conduct was beginning to restore 
order at Caraccas^ and discipline in the army, when the 
Spaniards who were pris^m^rs in the castle at Puerto Ca* 
bejlo, by the treachery of the officer on guard, took pQs« 

^session of this fort. Colonel Simon Bolivar, who was. the 
conuander of the town, judging it impossible to storan 
the fort without risking the destruction of the tow|^ should 
he attempt to make a desperate attack*^ embarked for La 
Guay ra with his officers./ The intelligence of the loss of 
Puerto Cabello reached the army on the 5th of July, when 
they were jcelebrating the anniversary of the independ- 
ence of Venezuela, and greatly discouraged the people. 
The enemy found in Puerto Cabello considerable quanti* 
t^s of ammunition, of which they wei« in want; and the 
Qommunication was now opened by sea with Corn and 
Puerto Rico, from whence the army received stipplieat 
which till then had been brought by land^ for more than 
one hundred and fifty leagues. 

General Miranda perceived that desertion to the ene- 
my had begun to take pla^e ; the country which furnish^ 
ed Camccas with cattle was in the hands of the royAiists ; 
the republican tipops were few compared with those of 
Monteverde, and besides were badly armed ; tha earth- 
quakes, which still continued at intervals, kept alive the 
suentiments of fear they had excited. The Spaniards.at 
Caraccasand La Guayra were so much disposed to re* 
volt, that it had been necessary to put them un4er arrest. 
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What of the town tbe catastrophe of the 26th of March I 
had spared, Ihe enemy woulJ have destroyed, had Ca- 
raccas been taken by storm. Under these circumstances, 
Miranda, with the approbation of the executive power, 
proposed a capitulation ; the termDof capitulation were/ 
agreed upon between Mooteverde'and Don J. Sata-j-bu- 
sy, and others appointed by Miranda ; they were signed 
and ratified ; and the following were the articles : 

'* Ist.f^hat the constitution offered by the cortes to the 
Spanish, nation was to be estabfishedjh Caraccas.^ 

** 2dly. That no one was to suffer for former opinions. 

" 3dly. That all private property was to be held sa- 
cred^. 

" 4thly. That emigration w^s to be permitted to those 
who wished to quit Venezuela." ^ 

.■ Caraccas fell in consequence into the power of the 
royalists; the republican army was disbanded ; and Mi- 
randa, with many others, proceeded to La Guayra, in- 
tending there to embark for Carthagena. The conduct 
of some of his countrymen towards* Miranda was marked 
with ingratitude. Don M. Casas, military commandant 
of La Guayra, ordered him to be arrested, thinking, by 
adopting this measure, to get into favour with Monteverde. 
General Miranda, with nearly a thousand patriots, was \ . 
thrown into dungeon^ at La Guayra apd at Puerte Cabel- 
lo. Many were sent to Puerto Rico, and Don J. Cortes 
Madariaga, J. Roscio, J. Ayala, and J. Castillo, South 
Americans, Ysnardi, Ruiz, Mires, and Barrosa, Spaniards, 
in the service* of the republic, were likewise sent to Ca- 
diz. These patriots were condemned by the cortes to 
an imprisonment, without any limitation of time, at Ceu- 
ta, from whence the South Americans escaped to Gibral- 
tar, in the beginning of 1814- The governor of thai 
place, howevier, delivered them to the Spaniards ; and it 
was only in the middle of last year that, from the gene* 
8 
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rous remonstrances of the English govermneni to tbe - 
court of Madrid, they obtained their release. Th« fon^ 
Spaniards still drag on a wretched existence at Cetita. 

In consequence of this capitulation, Cumana and Bar- 
celona acknowledged the authiitity of Monteverde ; and 
as if nothing were to be wanting to his glory, the expe^ 
dition against Guayana completely failed. Almost at life 
same period of time the royalists of Maracaybo invaded 
and took , possession of the departments of Merida and 
Truxillo, aAer repeatedly defeating, in the valley of Cueu* 
ta, the army which, under the command of Don J. A. 
ParedeSy defended those territories. Thus the Spanish 
government resumed its authority in Venezuela, failing, 
however, in the most dishonourable manner, in every ar- 
ticle of the treaty of capitulation, which had alone given 
to its forces the quiet possession of those territories at the 
endof August, 1812. 

Monteverde now possessed the power ^nd' the means of 
lestoring peace, for the people anxiously desired rest 
ai\er nearly two years of constant fatigue, to which they 
had been little accustomed. But, instead of benevolently 
availinghimself of his power to restore peace, vengeance 
alone filled his mind. The Spaniards thought, by de- 
stroying the inhabitants of Venezuela, the first who had 
shaken off their yoke, to punish in them the insurrection 
of the whole southern continent. Every royalist became 
a public accuser, and the blackest crime of which a per- 
son could have been guilty was to have belonged to the 
republican party. Every prison was filled with patriots ; 
many other buildings were converted into prisons ; and it 
IS said, with some truth, that nearly the whole population 
was under confinement. These severe measures were 
tolerated by the regency of Spain, and Don Juan O^pono- 
ju, minister of war, complains in his report, mad^^ the 
cortes on the 2d o{ October, 1813, on the situation oC 
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(be Spanish colonies, ^* of the indulgence that had been 
^OWQ to the insurgents at Caraccas.^' ^ 

/I'bis conduct uf the roya4ists excited again the hatred 
~c^ the inhabitants ; and the coura^^e of the supporters ol 
independence iras revivedy (purnana was the province 
ivbere the late unfortunate transactions had been least 
iett, and having in consequence most power, was the first 
that opposed the oppression of Monte verde, Don N, Ma-, 
rtno, an active and courageous young man, rallied the 
discontented, and took the town of Maturin. He was j 
there attacked by the Spaniards, who were repulsed./— 
Mohteverde, commanding in person, made a second at- 
tack in ibe beginning of April, 1813, and was completely 
defeated. 

/Don Simon Bolivar, one of the most distinguished oa^, 
tives of Caraccas, had obtained from the congress of NeW; 
Grenadai near six hundred men ; with these he felt C6n6* 
dent of being able to conquer the enemies of his country, 
and crossing, the At)des)on that side on which are situate 
the provinces of Tunja and Pamplona, approached the ri- 
yev Tachira, which is the boundary of New Grenada. 

As Bolivar is one of the most exalted characters which 
have distinguished the revolution,' I am willing to intro- 
duce hio) more particularly to the reader's acquaintance. 
Bolivar went to Spain in the early period of his youth, 
and obtained ji^rcTiission to travel in France and Italy. 
When the revolution of Caraccas commenced, he was 
commissioned J jointly with Don L. Lopez Mendez, by the 
supreme junta of Caraccas, to solicit the protection of the 
English for the new government. Bolivar, not approving 
tbe plan of policy adopted by tbe congress of Venezuela, 
lived in retirement after his return to Caraccas. Tbe 
danger, hovveyer, that threatened his country after the 
earthquake,, called him from hts seclusion, and he wa» 
then appointed by Mkanda commandant at Puerto Ca- 
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be]l6 ; which place was unfortunately lost while under his 
command. The capitulaljon concluded bjr Miranda w^ 
pot approved by Bolivar ; and a short lime after the royal- 
ists bad entered Caraccas, he obtained* by, special favour 
$a passport from Monte verde, and embarked for Curacoa. 
JFrom this island Bolivar sailec^ for Carthagena, where be 
^was intrusted with the command of one division of the 
troops. Having freed the banks of the river Magdalena 
from the power of the royalists, in 1812, he took the 
road toX)cana. At the same time he sent his second in 
command, Colonel Rivas, to Tunja, where the congress 
)Df New Grenada held its sessions, to ask for reinforce- 
ments to enable him to penetrate into Venezuela, which 
Rivas obtained. 

Bolivar's little army took the royalisU by surprwe at 
Cucuta,and dispersed tbem.| from thence Colooel Nicd- 
ht DriCeno, with some officers, was sent by btei to Gua<> 
dualito. There Jkicenb raised' a squadron oi* cavabry, 
and invaded the ^rovmce of Barinas, whil6 Bolivar po8« 
sessed the department of Merida, after having defeated 
the royalists at La Grita. Briceno, was at last com-* 
pletely defeated by the Spaniards, and eeveu of his offi* 
cers and himself taken prisoners ; he was soon after exe- 
cuted by order of Tiscar, the governor of Bartnas, and 
eight of the most respectable {)ersons in that town were 
shot, accused of having endeavoured to ^cilitate the en- 
terprise of Briceno. Thi&' conduct exasperated Bolivar, 
who till then had treated, with humanity the Spanish 
prisoners of war. Enraged at seeing men who were 
fighting for their freedom treated like brute beasts, he re- 
solved to have recourse to retaliation, declaring that, io 
future, every prisoner that fell into his power should be 
given up to the resentment of the patriots. The war 
from this period was styled t^he xvar of dealli-^la guerra 
a muerte. 



d by Google 



89 

/BoHvar divided his army, which was increasiDg eTerji^ 
da/, into two corpse placing one under the command of 
Colonel Rivas. Both corps were directed towards the 
province of Caraccas, passing through the department of 
Truiillo and the province of Barinas. The royalist* . 
were beaten>&t Niquttj^o, Betijoque, Caraehe, Barquisi- 
Bieto, and Barinas, and lastly in Lostaguanes, where 
Monteverde had assembled his best troops. Monte* 
verde'sscavalry, having passed over to the independents, 
decided the battle); he then withdrew with the remnant 
of his forces to Puerto Cabello. Bolivar ^m rapidly 
advancing to Caraccas, where the inhabitants awaited 
bim as their deliverer, when -Fierro, the governor of the 
city, appointed by Monteverde during his abslnce, as- 
rj»emb)ed a junta, composed of the audiencia, clergy, and 
tl^ officers of the garrison ; and they agreed in sending- 
commissioners with proposals of a capitulation to Bolivar. 
The comrnissioners found the general a4 La Vittoria, and 
although he was sure of entering Caraccas, which was 
badly garrisoned, he accepted the proposed treaty. After 
the capitulation, he promised that no person should suffer 
for former attachment to the Spanish government, and 
that it should be allowed to any person to emigrate from 
Venezuela, audio withdraw his property. 

But th^ governor of Caraccas, without waiting for the 
ratification of the treaty, embarked at La Guayra, carry- 
ing off all the treasure,, public and private, that he could 
collect, and leaving at the mercy of the conqueror near 
fifteen hundred Spaniards, who had not the possibility of, 
emigrating. The articles of the treaty were neverthe- 
less sent to the Captain-general Monteverde, at Puerto 
Cabello, who refused to accede to them,^ ** because it 
was derogatory to the dignity of the Spanish nation t6<^ ' 
treat with insurgents. 'y' 

JBolivar made his public entry into the city of Caracr 
6» 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



flO 

f cas 00 the 4th of August, 1813, and mo language can 
descrihe the afiecting meeting of Bolivar's troops and the 
inbabitanta of Camccas : the unexpected rencounter of 
friends who had long been parted, and suflering in the 
Isame cause, can only give an idea of the exultation and 
rapture of their embraces. The dungeons of La Guayra 
were thrown open, and those who had survived a year's 
confinement were restored to their country and friends ^ 
while the people, elated, and shouting with joy, blessed 
their deliverer, at the sight of every individual wfae 
rushed from the prisons. Notwithstaodiag this state of 
{lopular ferment, none of the Spaniards were insulted^ 
a universal feeling of gratitude and salisiactioQ filled the 
mind of every individuah 
The'fprovinces which formed the republic of Venezoela 

r iwere again in the power 6f the patriots]^ the eastern part 
having obtained its freedom by Marino, and General 
Bolivar having secured the deliverance of the others. • 
The town and fort of Puerto Cabelk) alone were in the 
possession of Mooteverde, at the end of August, I&ISL 
One of Bolivar's first acts was to send a flag of truce to 
Monteverde, offering to. give up all the European Spa^ 
niards in exchange for the Creole prisoners at Puerto 
Cabello, who were not so numerous as the Spaniards. 
Notwithstanding this disproportion, Monteverde obsli-^ 
nately persisted in refusing to treat with Bolivar^ 

While his determination^ however, on this subjeet Wte 
pending,/Monteverde. received from Spain about twelve 
•jfaundred Spanish troops, and, thinking his ibrces «u&- 
ciei^tly strong to act o^nsively, attacked the repubUcaos 
at Agua*ca iente, but was completely defeated ; nearlj 
all the Spaniards were killed or taken prisoners, and 
Monteverde himself was severriy wounded^/ The rem* 
aant of his troops returned to Puerto €abcdlo» SabHSOA 
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living taken tb« command of tbcin in consequence of 
Monte verde beii^ wounded. 

BoiWar made tbe same generous offer to Salomon^, 
wbicb he had before done to Monteverde, of an exchange 
of prisonetB. But Siilomon, not contented with mereljr "- 
foUowing the example of his predecessor in refusing the 
mccfaaiige^ized eiren the one charged by Bolivar with, 
the flag of truce, loaded him with fetters, and imprison- 1 
ed him in Hie fortress of Puerto Cabello,) This onfortu- 
EH^e man^Was-^ priest, Don Sj^vador Garcia, remarlcable 
for tbe urbanity of his manners, and the purity of bis 
^ondoot. istoeta, the successor of Salomon, went still 
further : to prevent the foesfegers from firing on his Hfie»^ 
he placed the South American prisoners exposed to their 
batteries, and, in tbe night, they were thrown into pon- 
toons, where nearly fifty at one time died by suffocation. 
The besiegers, wiping to jretaliate, exposed tbe Spa-' 
nii^b prisoners before their line of battle) The Spaniards 
l^n conducted four American prisoDers in front of the 
encaaipmef^t i^ the patriots, and there publicly shot 
lhem< The names of these distinguished patriots were 
PelUo, Osorio, Pointet, and the generous Manuel Polido, 
m the highest degree worthy the respect and esteem of 
all his countrymen. This necessarily closed all further 
conmmucation between the contending parties.** 

Bolivar cont»oued th^^^iege of Puerto Cabeilo by seft 
' and land, givkg tbe commsnd of the besiegers to tbe 
yomg d'£liiyai:. Tbe greater part of the town soon iett 
into Ibe possession of tlie independents, and the fortress 
feimtned the otdy refuge of tbe Spmlards. The garrison 
was email, it wanted provisions, and from tbe damp soU,, 
tbe sddievs bocame dropsical ; irot stiU thsy woidd not 

5 Vide Oeierai BiAhf^n letter to Geoend Iiod|8eii,^go 
e£ Ceraceai pabliibBd in Walto»V Sxpoi& 
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listen to terms of capUulation. Perseverance » undoubi* 
ediy one of the strong characteristics of the Spanish nation. 
The Spaniard, though born and nurtured in a mild cli- 
mate, still possesses an unbending haughtiness of spirit. 
He is slow in action, but firmness overcomes his 'indo- 
lence ; and though he may sometimes yield to persua- 
sion, seldom is he overcome by force. It is of little conr 
sequence that the Spaniards are hearlHy detested ia 
America ; that their navy and finances are in a state of 
ruin ; that ^they only rule over the country they ac- 
tually occupy ; they have sworn again to subdue this ex- 
tensive continent ; and though they may never succeeclp 
with difficulty will the Spanish government acknowledge 
the independence of the settlements they once possessed* 
Even long hence, though the Americans may have e&o- 
tually shaken off their yoke, it appears probable that 
the Spanish nation will still be sending expeditions, with 
{be hope of again bringing them into subjection. 

Puerto Cabello, though closely besieged, still held out 
The situation of this fortress is so advantageous, tke am* 
munition was so abundant, and the royalists were so firm 
in resistance, that the loss of men, to take it by storm^ 
would have been incalculable, which Bolivar would ne- 
ver consent to. 

The royalists of Coro having been reinforced witk 
some troops from Puerto Rico, rallied out of the town 
under the command of Ceballos, and, penetrating into 
jlhe territory of Caraccas, engaged and defeated a body 
of republicans at Barquisimeto, on the 10th of November* 
Bolivar came into the field with confidence,, and routed 
the royalists in Vigirima, Barbula, and Araure, on the 
5th of December. The battle of Barbula coat the patri«* 
ots dear, for there they lost the young Girardot, whose 
valour bad already distinguished him in the fields of Pa- 
lace> of Cucuta, of Taguanes ia Veoesuela^ and of Bog^- 
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ta iQ Kew Grenada. General Bolivar, then named ESI 
Libertador de Venezuela, ordered an annual mourning io 
consideration of this sad loss ; and a pension was assigned 
to the family of Girardot for ever. One battalion of the 
independent troops, which bad behaved with a degree of 
cowardice in the engagement at Barquisimeto, was de- 
prived of their muskets by Bolivar ; but, by their valour 
and good conduct in the battle of Araure, where, although 
armed only with pikes, they took muskets from the ene» 
my they had slain, they restored their tarnished glory. 

Bolivar, in invading Venezuela under the protection of 
the congress of New Grenada, had received orders to re- 
instate the republican congress, which, nevertheless, he 
did not think it advisable to do. The country wasV from 
the period that Caraccas was in the possession of the in* 
dependents, ^^under ft military government ; and though 
BoUvar never improperly availed himself of the power he 
possessed, this could not always be said of bis inferior 
officers.^ The very best military government is insup«> 
portable. The murmurs against it were general; and 
Bolh^r was decided, that the authority he exercised 
sbouM at least be legal. A general assembly was con* 
vened of the magistrates, ecclesiastical dignitaries, muni* 
cipality, colleges, board of trade, and all the proprietors 
of the land, on the 2d of January, 1814. Bolivar gave ^ 
general account of his intentions and operations in the in- 
vasion of Venezuela to the assembly, and then resigned 
the supreme authority he held. The governor of Carac- 
cas, Dun C. Hurtado de Mendoza, one of the firmest sup- 
porters of the independent cause, addressed the assembly, 
showing the necessity of leaving the supreme command 
of Venezuela in the hajids of Bolivar, until the Spaniards 
who were acting against Venezuela shaiild be completely 
subdued ; intiinating, however, thiit it appertained to th« 
congress oi'New Grenada to foim a constitution for Vene* 
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2ue1a. Don J. A. Rodriguez, presidenl of the munici- 
pality, spoke on the subject ; be was again supported by 
Don D. Alzuru. The assembly agreed in the proposal 
of the governor of Caraccas, and the Libertador de Vene- 
^zuela was invested with dictatorial power till the reunion 
of the provinces of Venezuela to those of New Grenada, 
under the same representative form of govtjrnraen^ 

The 'Spaniards^ not being able to subdue Venezuela, 
formed the plan of destroying it. The royal chiefs at 
Puerto Cabello, and the Spanish governor of Guayana, 
^iresolved to raise the slaves in rebellion against their mas- 
ters. To accomplish this scheme, many partisans of the 
Spanish government were sent into the interior of the 
country^ The most obnoxious of these emissaries were 
Boves* Yanez, Rosette, Puy. and Palomo. Tb« first 
were Spaniards, the last a negro, who had been long out- 
liawed for being a robber and an assassin. Boves and 
Rosette received supplies of arms and ammunition from 
the governor of Guayana, and wer^ enabled to carry their 
plan into effect in the eastern part of the province of Ca* 
raccas. Puy and Palomo received assistance 'from Coro» 
Puerto Cabello, and Maracaybo ; and the western part of 
the province of Caraccas, Barinas. Merida, and Truxillo, 
they iixed upon for their field of action. Tbese sup- 
porters of the royal cause regularly corresponded with 
Spanish chiefs of th6 above-mentioned places. Some of 
the correspondence was published in the Caraccas Ga- 
zette ; and \)y the papers and despatches that fell into 
Bolivar^S' hands the whole plan was developed. 
j^In giving freedom totfie slaves, whose number amount- 
ed in Venezuela- to seventy thousand ; in forming into a 
corps all vagabonds, which, in a country thinly [>eop}ed, 
and which had been engaged in a war for three years, 
were numerous ; in promising to the dregs of the people 
the fortunes of the higher class ; a body of men was easi- 
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]y raised, alarming both from its number and turbulency. 
Puy and,/Palomo^ubdued by ihf ir means BarioaSf Gua| 
nare^^nd other towns ; and the ferocity of their minds^ 
as well as the spirit of their men, may be estimated by 
the Jfollowing anecdote : AAer the battle of^Araure, inj 
which Cevallos was beaten,/a division of BoIivar^s army; 
marched toBarioas, where Puy had retired, trembh'ngfocj 
bis own life, and having ordered five hundred and seven*] 
ty-four persons to be arrested, whom he considered as dis« 
affected. Five hundred of them were shot without any 
form of trial, when one of Puy's aides-ducamp gave the 
aiai-m, asserting that the republicans were approaching the 
town. Puy asked anxiously, *' Have we not time to ex- 
ecute the seventy-four remaining prisoners ?" The aide-, 
du-camp answered, JSTo : and they were thus saved. Some 
time after, the republicans evacuated Barinas ; and Puy 
entered, spreading desolation around him, and making a' 
general massacre of its inhabitants.; 

Boves and Rolette marched from the banks of the Ore- 
nocco to the yalleys of Tuy and Aragua. Death seemed 
to stalk before them, marking their steps with blood. A 
reader will now scarcely believe what the newspapers in 
Venezuela and the adjoining islands, as well as the private' 
. letters, asserted at that period— that in an extent of country ' 
of four hundred miles, which they marched over from the^ 
Grenocco to the environs of Caraccas, they did not spare 
one human being, but slaughtered all who did not join 
them. Employing these means of terror, they contrived 
to draw together eight thousand men, only fifty of whom 
were European^^V Canarians, a few men of colour, and 
fi^ remaining number slaves ; and they Overcame, in the 
ina«t desperate manner, every opposition tbey encounter- 
ed in their way. Boves took possession of La Vittoria^ 
and Rosette of Ocumare ; the first town fourteen leagues 
distant from Caraccas, the second aj^ distance of ten 
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leagues. Yanez and Puy, having conquered Barinas, 
advanced to join Boves and Rosette in the' beginning of 
- February, 1614. At this juncture the Spanish prisoners 
at La.Guayra and Caraccas, ^' bo amounted to near)/ 
fourteen hundred, entered into a conspiracy agaiosf the 
government. Many Spaniards united themselves into a 
body, in the road between Caraccas and La Guayra, for 
the purpose of murdering travtlltrs. 'Tuiivar^s troops 
were few compared with those of his opponents, and were 
scattered through the country ; it required uncommon 
exertion to save Caraccas from being overpowered by the 
slaves ; if the garrison of Caraccas and La Guayra were 
called into the field, every thing was to be feared from 

> the prisoners, who had lost all hopes of being exchanged^ 
after the determination of the Spanish chiefs, of never en- 
tering into a treaty with insurgents. The massacre of 
many of the inhabitants of Ocumare, three of whom were 
murdered in the church, created much indignation in the 
mind of Bolivar, who, thirsting with revenge, though 
overpowered with cares, did not know on which side to 
turn his attention. In one of these agonizing moments, 
in which his souf was first swayed by fear, then worked 
up to anger, he gave orders for the execution of the pri- 
soners, and, shocking to relate, eight hundred meh were 
killed on this occasion. When the commandant at Puer^^ 
to Cabello was told of these executions, all the South 
American prisoners at that place, amounting to some 
hundreds, were put to death. 

•^ BuKvar again went into the field tof battle, and obtained 
a signal victory over Boves at La Vittoria ; and Colonel 
Rivas defeated Rosette on the banks of the river Tuy ; 
and Yanez was killed at Ospinos. One third of the re* 

' publican troops fell inthete three engagements; in which 

the disproportion of the combatants was so considerable. 

Los Lhnos, fron whence the city of Caraccas warn 
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supplied with horses, being possessed by the royalists, 
Bolivar's cavalry was badly mounted ; and, aAer the 
battles of Tuy and La Vittoria, he was only able to pttf* 
sue the enemy for a very few leagues. Boves and Rosette 
rallied their troops, and having received some rein* 
forcements, again took the road to Caraccas. General 
Marino, who had marched from Cumana to the assistance 
of Bolivar, and had joined a division of troops command- 
ed by General Montilla, repulsed, with their united eflbrts, 
the royalists at Bocachica, A few days before, a similar 
advantage had been gained by General Bolivar at San 
Mateo ; and the.se two victories restored freedom to Va- 
lencia, which had been besieged by Cevallos and Calza- 
das, who commanded two divisions of the royal forces. 

The history of the revolution of Spanish America can- 
not fail to be read with interest, for it must record very 
many acts of heroic courage, as Well as numberless proofs 
of the universal spirit of patriotism that prevails among 
the South Americans, notwithstanding their civil dissen- 
tions. /An officer, whose family was among the most 
distinguished at Santa Fd de Bogota, was appointed to 
guard a powder magazine' When San Mateo was attacked^ 
the 25th of March, 1814. The royalists thought to take 
it by surprise while the armies were fighting at some dis- 
tance, and sent, for this purpose, a strong detachment of 
troops to attack the magazine. The young R)caute 
^"^ving observed the movements of the enemy, saw the 
^ impossibility of resistance, and gave orders to his soldiers 
to join the army, asserting that he was sufficient alone for 
the defence of the magazine. The Spaniards surrounded 
it, and took possession of the building, and having disco- 
Tered R)caute, were just seizing him, when he set fire to 
the powder. The magazine was destroyed by an instan- 
taneous explosion, and he fell a victim to that inevitable 
death he had foreseen* 

5 
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After these losses Bores retired to Los Llanos, and €#- 
Vallos to San Carlos, wbere General Mariuo pursued bim ; 
but Marino having been repulsed on the ]6tb of April, 
be retreated to Valencia. Cagigal, who had been no* 
teainated captain-general of Venezuela instead of Monte« 
Verde, brought reinforcements from Coro, and uniting un- 
tier his orders the troops commanded by Cevalios, Cal* 
zadas, and others, advanced to Valencia, /fhe two 
armies halted at some distance from each other, ascertain*, 
ed their strength on each side, and at length came to ac- 
tion on the plains of Carabobo, the 28tb of Maj, 1814. 
Thej fought with furj ; on each side they made the 
greatest efforts for victory, which being obtained they' 
thought would prove decisive. The advantage was pa 
the side of the patriots, and the royalists were routed and 
dispersed, leaving in the field a large store of arms and 
ammunition, and five hundred men dead, wounded or 
prisoners^' , 

Bolivar, considering himself secure in the possession of 
Venezuela, turned bis attention to Coro and Los Llanos, 
wbere the enemy had Bed ; hoping, by possessing these 
territories, to destroy the remaining hopes of the royalists, 
for it was from thence they drew their resources. Ur- 
daneta marched against Coro at the bead of fiVe hundred 
men ; Marino proceeded to San Fernando, on the "river 
Apurc, in Barinas, with another division of nearly the 
same strength ; and the general in chief retained with 
himself the third part of the army, that he might be ena- 
bled effectually to oppose Boves, who had not been at 
the battle of Carabobo ; and who, with a numerous bodj 
of cavalry, was advancing against Bolivar. Had the roy- 
alists waited for the arrival of this corps, they might, pro- 
bably, have gained the last battle ; and had not Bolivar 
difided his army, despising the forces of Boves, Boves's 
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cavalry would unquestionably have been conquered by 
tbe patriots' superiority of discipline. 

/fn a few days th^ three divisions of the republican 
army were separated many leagues from each other ;^ 
and Bolivar was attackedp)by Boves at La Puerta, a plain 
nearly fifty leagues from Caraccas, near the town of Cura, 
and after many hours' fighting was compelled to abandon^ 
the field to Boves."] Cagigal and dalzadas, having united ' 
fiome of their dispersed troops, attacked with success Ma- 
fine's division, which, being cut off from all intercourse 
with Caraccas, was obliged to retire to Cumana. When 
Urdaneta beard of these defeats, he was already too dis^ 
tatit to attempt to give any assistance to Caraccas ; he 
therefore withdrew bis troops to Cucuta on the frontiers 
of Santa Fe. 

From this time confusion reigned among tbe patriots, . 
and there was no longer aa army for the protection of ^ 
Caraccas. Bolivar's military government had displeased 
the people^ and the inhabitants of Los Llanos had openly 
declared wr tbe royalists, being enraged at the conduct 
of one of Bolivar's generals^ Don J> Campo-£lias» who 
bad put to death many of their countrymen^ taken pri* 
soners in a preceding engagement. The siege of Puerto 
Cabello was raised, and the troops embarked for Cuma* 
Da, where Bolivar marched by land with the remnant of 
bis army, and nearly the whole population of Caraccas, 
which was threatened with destruction. Boves advanced 
to Caraccas and La Guayra, which surrendered to him in 
the month of July, 1814. The town of Valencia still M4 
out, and the royalists laid siege to it : at lengthyWhen longer 
resistance became impossible, tbe garrison accepted a. 
capitulation proposed by the besiegers. Being warned . 
against the want of faith of. the royalists, they desired 
that a solemn mass should be celebrated before the twa 
armies, and that, before the host, an oath should be taken. 
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ibj the loyalist general, engaging himself to comply reli* 
gtously with the articles of the treaty. This being done, 

^the town was (Jelivered up to the royalists, and soon 
aAer the republican officers, and a great part of the sol- 
diers, were shot." Among them fell the eloquent Espejo, 
worthy indeed of a better fate I 

/JBo.ves came up with the patriots* army in the province 
of Barcelona, engaged and defeated it at Araguita. . Sue- 
cess no longer attended Bolivar ; his former good fortune 

liad forsaken bim ; and even the commander of his Ro^ 
tilla, which protected the coast, refused to obey bis or^ 
ders. He considered all present hope of independence 
for his country lost, and, vrith a few of his chosen officer^ 
who were willing to partake his ill fortune, he em- 

^barked for Carthagena. Rivas and Bermudes, with 
some few troops, separated from him, and marched to 
Maturin, which was already famous by the campaign of 
General Marino. Maturin became in a very few days the 

I rendezvous of the desperate patriots, who did not ejcpect 
quarter from the royalists. They were there attacked 
by ^rales,.and afterwards by Boves, who were both 
Repulsed with great slaugbteiy Rivas and Bermudes ob* 
tained considerable advantages in many other engage* 
ments, but the royalists had a superior force, and suc- 
ceeded at last in conquering them at Urica, on the 5th of 
December, 1814. Maturin then fell into the power of 
the royalists, who had, however,, to deplore their favour* 

. ite Boves. , Rivas was taken prisoner and shot, and hia 

' head sent to Caraccas, and there publicly exhibited 
Bermudes embarked with soote troops for the isljoid of 
La Margarita, where be supported the repttbUcao govern^ 
oient, until an expedition from Spain, commanded by 
General Morillo, appeared on the coast t>f Venezuela. 
This expedition, consisting of ten thousand men, embark- 
ed at Cadiz in near 6fty transport ships, which were pro- 
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tected by two frigates. They left near two tbouaan^ 
men in the diflerent cities situate on the coast of Vene- 
zuela ; and, having added some of the troops already in' 
Caraccas, to the remaining part of the expedition, Mo- 
rillo quitted Puerto) Cabello in the month of June, 1816, 
^Ith the intent of besieging Cartbagenar) One of the- 
frigates, the San Pedro Alcantara, had been previously 
lost at Margarita. 

We have already sJaid that Bolivar embarked for Car- 
thagena after the battle of Araguita. Prom Carthagenji 
he proceeded to the town of Tunja, where the congress 
of New Grenada was sitting ; and he was commissioned 
by the congress to compel, by force, the city of Santa 
F^ de Bogota to acknowledge its authority. In this he 
succeeded ; after wbich, Bolivar was sent with three 
thousand men, to reduce to allegiance the province of 
Santa Marta. In this attack Carthagena was to contri- 
bute troops and guns. Bolivar reached the town of 
Manpox, on the river Magdalena, and from thence in- 
formed the government of Carthagena of the demands of 
the congress. The military governor of Carthagena, 
Doii M. Castillo, was Bolivar's personal enemy ; and 
his influence with the president of Carthagena was em- 
ployed to prevent the orders of the congress from beingi 
fulfilled, under pretence of Bolivar's ambitious views>' 
and his sanguinary career in Venezuela. By these 
means the attack against Santa Marta was delayed ^ and 
Boliyar marched against Carthagena, hoping to be able 
to compel that government to obey the orders of the con- 
gress. A civil war now raged at Carthagena, and the 
royalists of Santa Marta profited of that moment to take 
possession of Mompoz, and of many other places which 
the govemment had left in a defenceless state, in order to 
oppose Bolivar^s attempt. In this juncture intelligence 
of the expeditioB from Spain reached Carthagena^ and 
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Bolivar gave up his plan, qoitted the army, and fats 
tXQops united to those of Cartbagena to defend Uiat city^ 

The royalists ^entered Cartbagena*' on the 6th of De-^ 
^| cember^ ;^nearly four months after the siege had bega^^ 
but previous to this period, Bolivar, who faiad gone to 
Jamaica, planned to assist Cartbagena by landing an ex* 
pedition on her shores. With this intent he embarked 
lor Aux Cayes. The capture of Cartbagena prevented 
the execution of his plan, and he again turned bis atten- 
tion to Venezuela. 

The ■ haughty deportment of the Spaniards caused at 
^ >Caraccas a secession from the army of many of the na- 
tive troops, who bad at first been willing to fight under 
their banners ; and who, joining the soldiers who had dis- 
persed or were disbanded after the battle of Urica, fofmed 
different cor[)s of guerillas^ After an obstinate war, 
which had lasted five years, and in which nearly all the 
population of Venezuela had taken part, whatever differ- 
ences of opinion had at first existed among them, they 
BOW united their strength for the cause of their country. 
The guerillas, commanded by Monagas, Piar, Roxas, 
Saraza, Llanos, and others, occupied the inland part of 
the provinces of Guayana, Cumana, Barcelona, Caraccas, 
^nd Barinas, harassing the Spanish detachments which 
* occasionally, pursued them, and which they often de- 
feated. 

Such was the state of Venezuela when Arismendj again 
raised the republican standard on the island of La Marga* 
.Tita : and having several times beaten the Spanish garri- 
son, took possession of a part of that island, at the aame 
time that Cartbagena was taken by Murillo. 

Stimulated by the hope of more flattering prospecta. 
Bolivar planned an expedition which might assist the 
efforts of the patriots of Margarita ; and joining himself 
to BriQn» a native ^ Ciuracoai who had served m the 
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Venezuela dodlki^ and bad beefr naturalized as a citiaes 
of Caitbagena £»r h?» services in that piovinte, assembled 
tbe einigrants from VenezilMa, and a part of the garrison 
wbicb had evacuated Cartbagena. Brion, being a man 
of property, as well as others who were attached to tbe 
jkatriotSy defrayed tbe expenses thus incurred. As a re- 
ward, Brioa was appointed commaBder of the maritime 
forces which were to be employed on this occasion. The 
maritime forces consisted of two ships of war and thirteen 
transports, most of them armed with guns, having near a 
thousand troops on board. Tbey sailed from Auz Cayes 
at the end of March, 1816, and in the beginning of May 
they landed at La Margarita, having first taken two Spa-^ 
Dish ships of war after a very bloody engagement, in 
which Brion was wounded. The Spaniards abandoned 
nearly tbe wbde of the island, retainmg only the fort- 
ress of Pampatar. 

/From Margarita, Bolivar sailed for/ Carupano, about 
five leagues^est of the town of Cumana, of which he dis- 
possessed tbe royalists ; and having armed many of the; 
corps of guerillas who had advanced to join him; tbey 
sailed for Ocumare. (Scarcely can a notion be formed of 
tbe rage of the Spaniards when tbey beard of Bolivar's 
success^ To show what despair could urge them to^ I 
will relate the following well*authenticated anecdote, 
copied from Captain Hardy's journal in the ship Mer- 
maid. 

«^ Cumana, ISth June, 1816. 
** I witnessed tbe following barbarous act. A female 
of a most respectable family in Cumana, having spoken 
against the Spanish government, and in favour of the 
patriotic party, was placed on an ass, led through the 
•treetSy attended by a guard of ten soldiers ; at the cor- 
ner of every street, and opposite the houses of her nearest 
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connexjoBS, she receifed a certain Dumber of lathes on 
)ier bare back, nearly two hundred, the number she was 
sentenced to receive. The poor suflerer was blindfolded, 
and bore the inbuoian treatment with as much fortitude 
as was ever possibly exhibited on a similar occasion. Her 
cries were feeble, but I could discover, notwithstanding 
that a handkerchief concealed her face, her tears trioklii^ 
down.; 

*< I saw but one dozen lashes inflicted. Some of mjr 
crew, who were on shore, saw the whole sentence put in 
fcxecution. M^ feelings were too much shocked for ca«> 
riosity even to overcome them. I made particular in'* 
<}uiries respecting the unfortunate girl two days after, and 
was informed that she refused all food and medical as* 
sistance ; and in a few days after ^hat, f heard that she 
was dead, being unable, from her exquisite feelings, to 
survive the disgrace and pain she had suffered.'^ 

Between the ports of La Ouayra and Puerto Cabello, 
are those of Choroni and Ocumare, on the coast of Ca* 
raccas. Near these last ports there are many plantations 
of cocoa, sugar, indigo, &c cultivated by the slaves. 
The plains of Aragua and Valencia are seven leagues 
distant from these plantations, from which they are se* 
parated by a branch of that part of the Andes which 
crosses Venezuela. ; Bolivar divided his army, which did 

;' not amount to a thousand soldiers, into two parUji^ and 
landing the vanguard at Choroni, he proceeded to Ocu* 
mare, where he landed the remainder. . Sir Gregor 
McGregor, who commanded the vanguard, took Maracay 
and La Cabrera, and was •marching against La Vittoria, 
when Morales, commanding an army of royalists, arrived 
just in time to resist the patriots. He had been sent with 
troops to Venezuela by Morillp, in consequence of in- 
telligence received of Bolivar's expedition. Morales, 

' feeing Bolivar's aimy separated by a d«»taiice of aoot 
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Teagues, attacked the rear-guard, which was comnnanded : 
by Bolivar in person ; and, after a severe engagement, \n\ 
which the patriots bst two hundred men, with their best 
oiEcers, Bolivar was compelled to re•embark^ SirGregor 
M'Gregor, in consequence of Bolivar's absence, changed 
the previous destination of the armjr, and took the road 
to Barcelona by the plains. 

The followii^ is Bolivar's proclamation, giving liberty 
to the slaves, when he landed at Ocumare. 

'^ Head Quarters at Ocumare, 6th July, 1816. 

** Simoo Bolivar, supreme chief of the republic, and 
captaiD^geaeral of the armies of Venezuela, New Gre- 
nada^ &c. to the inhabitants of the province of Caraccas. 

*' Axk af my, with artillery and a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition, as well as muskets, are now at my command 
to liberale you. Your tyrants shall be destroyed or ex- 
pelled, and you shall be restored to your rights, to yoqr 
country^ and to peace. 

" The war of deaths carried on against us by our ene- 
mies, on.our side shall cease. We will pardon those who 
. majr surrvndery evei» though they be Spaniafus. Those 
who serve the cau9e of Venezuela shall be considered as 
frietids, and shall be employed according to their me- 
rit and abiltiietf. Any troops appertaining to the enemy, 
which may come over to us, shall enjoy all the benefits 
the country can bestow^upoa its benefactors. 

^* No Spaniard shall be put to death, unless in battle. 
No American shall suffer the least injury for having joined 
the king's party, or for having committed acts of hostility 
against his fellow citizens. 

'* That unhappy portion of our brethren which has 
groaned under the miseries of slavery is now set free. 
Nature, justice, and policy demand the emancipation of 
tiie slaves : henceforward there shall only be one class of 
people in Venezuela — all shall be citizens^ 
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•* After takiDg the capital, we will .convene the repre- 
seotatiTes of the people in a general congress, that we 
may reestablish the government of the republic. While 
we are on our march to Caraccas, General Marino, at the 
head of a numerous corps, shall attack Cumana. Geoe- 
ral Piar, supported bj General Roxas and Monagas, will 
then become roaster of the plains. Llanos will advance 
to Barcelona, while General Arisroendi, with his vietort- 
ous army, shall occupy Margarita. 

" SIMON BOLIVAR." 

Sir Gregor McGregor found himself in a situation of 
considerable danger after the defeat of Bolivar ; but this 
danger he overcame bj the knowledge he acquired of 
the country, and the confidence with which he inspired 
his troops. 

Sir Gregor McGregor is a Scotchman ; he served in 
the £nglish army in Portugal, and had been promoted to 
the rank of captain. In consequence of some misunder* 
standing with a superior officer, he quitted the ari&y, and 
went to Caraccas in 181 L After the earthquake, be 
served in the cavalry of Venezuela, which in the engage- 
ment of Los Guayps suffered considerably under his 'com- 
mand. After Miranda's capitulation. Sir Gregor went to 
Cartbagena, and from that time he has unfifofmly sup- 
ported the independeijt cause. 

The victorious royalists pursued him furtoufly after 
the defeat of Bolivar ; and such was their dependence 
on continued success, that they even sent official tnfor* 
roation to Caraccas, that M'Gregor was totaUy defeated, 
killed, and even the soldier was named who had spoiled 
him of his uniform in the field of battle. 

The army was now many hundred miles distant from 
Barcelona, from whence only it could eipect support, 
and the royalists bad despatched all their troops to effect 
its destruction ; nevertheless^ the independents were sue- 
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cessful in repulsing Morales, in the battle of Alacran, and 
defeated bim completely in the action of Juncal. These 
victories gave them possession of the town of Barcelona 
early in October, and communication became by this 
means opened betvireen M'Gregor and tbe other generals, 
who were in tbe provinces of Cumana and Guayana. 

The Spaniards evacuated Pampatar on tbe 2d of No- 
vember, and tbe island of Margarita being, in conse- 
quence, completely free, General Arismendi disbanded . 
part of bis troops, and sailed to join the patriots in Bar- 
celona. Bolivar, Who, after the defeat at Ocumare, had 
returned to Aux Cayes, sailed, bringing new reinforce- 
ments to Margarita, where he landed in December^ 1616. 
There be published a proclamation, convoking tbe re- 
presentsitives of Venezuela to a general congress, and 
went afterwards to Barcelona, where he organized a pro- 
Tisional government. In this place he was attacked by 
tbe royalists, Real and Morales, in the months of Februa-* 
ry and March ; but be repulsed them with great loss. 
On tbe 11th of last April, Piar defeated the royal troops 
at Guayana, compelling them to shut themselves up in 
the fortress of Guayana la Vieja, and in the town of 
Angostura. Paez obtained likewise considerable ad- 
vantage in the battle fought near San Fernando de Apure, 
with tbe royalists, who, to the number of two thousand, 
were coming from Santa Fd, under the command of Gene- 
ral Moffilloy to reinforce those of Caraccas. The patriots 
bave, neverthelete, lost the town of Barcelona, on the 
7th of April, this year. The royalist force in Venezuela 
recisived an addition of sixteen hundred men from SpaioL^- 
Jn May last. 
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CHAl^TER 11. 

Mevolvtion in f{ew Grenada, — Estahliahment of ihejimUL 
in Santa F^ de Bogota, — C<mgre$9 of d$[mtie$Jr9fn the 
different provinces^ and the federal eompaetM.^-'-SatUa Fi 
refuses to enter into the confederation.'^CivU mntr in 
consequence, — Pea4:e being restored^ Marino marobei 
against the royalists. — Events of the war.-^Prodama- 
tion of the congress to ike provinces. — State of JVev 
{jrrenada before the expedition if MwiU^^^Mimlh^s 
reports to the Spani^ g<rvemment. 

NEW Grenada comprehencis the provinces situate be- 
tvreeD Goateinala, Venezuela, and Peru ; thejr are 
twenty- two in number — Pamplona, Casanare^ Tunja, 
Socorro, Mariquita, Cundinamarca, Antioquia, Popayan, 
Ney va, Cboco, Carthagena, Rio-bacba, Santa Marta, Pa- 
nama, Veraguas, Qjjito, Qjjixos, Maynas* Cruayaquil, 
Cuenca, Loxa, and Jaen. TheseCprovinces contaii|4 in 
^n extent of 67,000 square leagues, < more than two mil* 
lions and a half of inhabitants. In Santa Fe de Bogota, 
which is the capital, there are aearlj tbirtj-five thousand 
persons. 

When intelligence was received at Carthagena, from 
Spain, of the dispersion of the junta central, the munici- 
pality appointed two persons to act in concert with the 
governor, whose authority they wished to restraio, ia 
consequence of the critical state ot the peoiosula. The 
governor submitted for some time to the chqck impcieed 
upon bis authority, but he afterwards spumed all control ; 
sometimes he would not act conformably to the will of 
his associates, at other times he did not consult tbem. 
This conduct caused hiB overthrow, which the munici* 
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l^tffy effected bj givung tbe command of the profince to 
the second in command, Don N. Soria. The troops 
and people of Carthagena approved and supported this 
nomination. The provinces of Socorro and Pamplona 
revolted against their eorregidorea, whose despotism grew 
everj day naore insupportable to ^em. These united 
events encoifln^ed the inhabitants W Santa F^ to oppose 
the established government, for they were glad of any 
opportunity to renounce their allegiance to the Spanish 
authcmties, and to establish a junta, which they did» 
•oomposed of the most respectable persons of Santa Fe. 
The members of this junta were elected in a public 
meeting, cabUdo abitfio^ assembled under the sanction of 
Don A. Amar, the viceroy, on the evening of the 20th of 
/Joiy, ISIO) The junta acknowledged the superiority of 
the regency of Cadiz, and even chose the viceroy presi- 
dent ; but a few days afterwards they were alarmed by 
the report of an intended conspiracy, said to be forming 
by the viceroy and the audiencia. In consequence of 
this report, the viceroy, his lady, and almost all the mem* 
bers of the audiencia, were arrested, sent to Carthagena 
under an escort, and afterwards to Spain. The authority 
of the regency was now disowned, and the junta, by a 
manifesto, inrited the provinces of New Grenada to send 
their deputies to Santa Fe de Bogota, that they might 
decide, in a general congress, what form of government 
should be established during the captivity of the king. 

The provinces of Tunja, Pamplona, Casanare, Cartha- 
gena, ISocorro, Antioquia, Citara or Choco, Neyva, and 
Mariquita, declared in favour of the revolution. Santa 
Marta was also of this number, though acknowledging 
the authority of the regency. Some months after, the 
Spaniards planned to overthrow the established junta at 
Santa Marta, and to form' another entirely devoted to 
them, which they did on the 2td of the following De- 

10 
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cember^ availing theroselfes of a popylar cominQtioo iI^ 
stigated by themselves. 

The governor of Popajan, Don N. Tacon, assembled 
the principal persons of the province ».wtK> agieed in jibe 
necessity of forming a popular juiita* Taj9on» bonvever* 
differed in opinion, and dissolved tbe meeting. He tban 
raised an army to attack tbe new government of Santa 
Fe, which, conscious of its danger, sent troops under Jthe 
command of Don A. Baraya to check Tacpn in bis career. 
In this Baraya was successful, in the battle which was 
fought, on the banks of tbe river Palace^ three leagues from 
the town of Popayan, in the beginning of 1811. 

The regency, wishing to please the Americans, ^bj 
conferring on two of their countrymen some mark of ho* 
nour, sent Don A. Villavicencio and Don C. Mpntufar, 
with the appellation o( Commieswmulos R^ios^ tosopport 
their authority in New Grenada. They came, however, 
too late to be of any use to their employers. Villavicen- 
cio, a native of Santa Fe, arrived in that city when the 
disposition for revolt could no longiex be checked ; and 
Montufar arrived in Qjuito a few days after the massacre 
of tbe 2d of August, 1810. This event had so much exas- 
perated the; inhabitants of QMito* lb^t» having no other 
arms, they with knives and sticks fought the troops from 
Lima, which had fired on the people!) The result would 
have proved ruinous to the Spaniards, had not the presi- 
dent, Count Ruiz de Castilla, and the audlencia, decreed 
an actof oblivion in favour of thejnhabitants, and order* 
ed tbe troops of Lima to withdraw from the city, which 
they soon after did. Montufar, whose father, the Marquis 
Selva Alegre, had been among those massacred on the 2d 
of August, took advantage of the fears of the Spanish au- 
thorities to persuade them to form a junta, whose presi* 
dent was to be Ruiz de Castilla. The regency approv** 
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ed <^lhe jimta of ^li>, tbe 6i^tjr sucli a)i'proval that took 
place, bill appointed Molina president. 

The junta ofCartliageaJa piibli«ied» on tti\e 19tb ol* Sep* 
lember, 18t0, a manifesto to prove tbe advantages that 
woutd restiH to New Gnenadai from tbe union of ber pro- 
vinces in a federal goveroment. Tbis manifesto dwelt 
parttciiklarly on tbe peifect freedom of tbe provinces to 
acbpt any form of government tbey pleased ; ibr as tbe 
abdication at Bayonne dissolved the compact wbicb uni» 
fed Spanish America to tbe mother country, so tbe revo- 
lution of Santa FS destroyed tbe bond of union which had 
existed between Qie provinces and their capital. Tbis 
reasoning misled tbe inhabitants, and some departments 
of tile provinces were even intendii^ to separate from 
tbeir provincial capitals, in order to form new provinces, 
fiati Gil, a departmeift of tbe proYinee of Socorro, Giron 
of Pamplona, Mompox of Cartbagena, and other depart* 
ments, entertained these wild projects ; and tbe town of 
Mompox proceeded in consequence to form a junta by it- 
self, and Co nominate deputies for the congress of New 
Grenada. The government of Carthagena opposed Mom- 
pox, and. sent an expedition under tbe command of Don 
V. Ayo8, who compelled Momp<» to renew ber former 
allegiance to Carthagena, in January, 1811. 

The junta of Santa Fd received an embassy from that of 
Caraccas, and a treaty of alliance was concluded between 
tbem. Don J. Cortes Madariaga, who bad tieen tbe en- 
voy sent by tbe junta of Caraccas, returned to Venezuela 
by the river Meta. Tbe navigation of this river was al- 
most unknown at that period. Madariaga was tbe fir^t 
who ascertained it. 

Some of the deputies nominated by the provinces to 
compose tbe general congress bad assembled in Santa ¥i 
de Bogota^ in December, 1810. In the congress there were 
some members who were willing to admit into their as- 
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stnWjr tht U^ntks appointed bj Hm^ ctopafflte^ffr 
which w«re desirouB of bemg ibnuvd iMo separate pto- 
Tiocee-; while olhen oppoieii their takiiif^ their seats, al- 
legiog the taconTeiuence that weiiM arise from saactioiiiQg 
sufsb ionovatioDs, which oMKit tend to hmdie a civil war 
between the departroeDts and their piovineial oapitalsy 
and at the same tioie muitipljf the difficukies thef aow 
experienced in forming a government for New Grooada. 
In this the junta of Santa Fe agreed ; and to give time for 
a proper understanding on thesiihfeot to bebroi^ht about, 
Don A. Narino, secretary to the congress, was sueceaiM' 
in persuading its members to suspend their sessions. 

Mompox being subdued hy the troops from Car* 
thageoa, and the provioces openly doelariag agaip^ 
the pretensions of the* departments, those dftssentiOM 
were checked which w«re - pvmidiag the profhftee^ 
and the congress assembled a aecoad time^ Tbe refWo , 
sentatives of Pamplona, Tunjai Nejf fa, CaHhagena, and 
Aatioquia, concluded a federal ceistMCt at Santa Fd 
de Bogota, on the 27th of Novembec, l$lh Aoeerdri^ 
to this compact^ which is divided into sevenly-eii^t aiti- 
cles, the provinces were to retalii thetr supreme power in 
the iotemal admtnistratioD) «otifiding to the eoi^ms Iha 
management ot genen^ aflbiie. A s n p^em e court isi 
judicature was to be estaUisbed for d^cldii^ eh ^^o^s* 
tions arising from the execution of the federal eompaels^ 
and the congress reserved likewise to itself the exei«t80 
of the executive and legislative powers* The provinee 
of Cundinamarca, not approving the articles of the fedtera* 
tfon, refused to yield its mealps of defetice, as wet! ais the 
mint, for the general use, which should have been done 
according to the stipulations made by the congress. 

The junta of Santa F^, the capital of Cundinamarca^ 
eonvened an assembly of the deputies of the province, 
whose population amounts to two hundred and Mty thou* 
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sand persona. Tfak as9emb]|r teok tiM upptikAwn ot nok" 
gio electoral cons^i^enif , lysd presented to tbe province a 
constitution, wbtcb ires praUfied b^ en assembly specteHy 
empowered for that purpose, on the 17tb of April, 18}2* 
This constitution, the 4»lan d* which is divided into 
twelve chapters, titulo$t aimed at estaUisbing a limited 
nsonerchy, Ferdinand the Seventh beii^; the acknowledge. 
. ad eoveesign. In the abaeaee of the king, the executive 
power was to be intrusted to a president, who was to act 
in concert with two counsellors named bj the electoral ^ 
CQiUeges; the eledocal colleges to assemble every three 
years, and to be intrusted with the election of the preu^ 
deat, senators, members of the high court of justicet and 
of the court established for the diiectkm of military afiainu 
The senators and the mmnbers of the court of jes# 
tice were to form the national representation, which the 
president was empowered to assemble in all emergencies 
requiring a general consultation. It was Requisite that the 
naliooi^l represeotatiop should assemble to receive embas- 
81^ from foreign powers, or occasionally to transact im> 
poirtaQt business. 
(^acon, the Spanish governor of Popayan, bad.fied4to 
Lob Pastes after his defeat at Palace ; and being ooabli^. 
to raise an army sufficiently powerful to oppose the 
troops from Santa Fjft, be gave liberty to the slaves^ which. 
are nsjunerous at Los Pastos. This was the very first in* 
stance in South America, since the revolution, of the 
slaves heii^ instigated to revolt against their masters. 
Taoeo, however, in this manner raised a&arij^y but still 
not formidable enough to enable bim to keep^s ground 
io.Los Pastos, where he was opposed by troops from Po- 
payan, end by others sent against him by the junta of 
ji^^ito. He therelbre , retreated to the -south sea coast, 
near the port of San Buenaventura. Don N. Redctgttiz, 
who had succeeded Baraya in the commanid of the troops^ 
10* 
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'^ pttfsoed bim there, aod^mpletely defeated)biiii^at Is^ 
quande, near the end of tbe jear 181 1* 

Don J. Lozano, tbe first prendent of Cundinaroarca, 
had proposed to tbe proWnoea of New Grenada to div^ide 
tbeir territory into four parts ; and, by uniting tbeoiselve^ 
into a federal government) be maintained Ibat tbey woaid 
be powerful enougb to overcome tbose difficulties oftt«i- 
rallj arising from tbe establishment of tbeir indepcndenoe. 
Tbe junta of Cartbagena opposed this measure $ aftd tbe 
junta was seconded by tbe congress of New Grenada, 
which was at tbb time asaeml^d in the town of Ibague ^ 
•to which town it bad removed to prevent any influence 
in tbeir debates, by tbe people of Santa F^ de Bogota. 
' Lozano having resigned bis situation as president of 
Cuodinamarca, be was succeeded by Don A. Narino> 
.who held in little estimation tbe proposed federal govern- 
ment, and wished to form another constitution, which be 
considered would prove more powerful. 

Tbe provinces of Mariqutta, Ne^va, and Socorro, join- 
ed Narino in this plan; and that of Tunja was on the 
exe of doing tbe same, when a detachmetit of Narino's 
troops, under the command of Baraya, then in tbe town 
of Tunja, changed sides, asserting tbe aulbprity of the 
congress, who immediately transferred its sessions to 
Tunja. This gave ri^e to a civU war between the parti- 
sans of the congress, and Narino's parly. This happen- 
ed in the beginning of the year 181S, 

^ The army of tbe congress, under the coomiand of B»- 
Taya, J^k^^h, and A. Ricaute, conquered Narino^s 
troops at raloblaocp, in the province of Socorro ; -and 
the agents of the congress were successful in persuadi^ 
Mariquita and Neyva to espouse the cause of tbe confer 
deration. These successes gave spirit to the congtesa^ 
wbo now firmly established themselves in .the town ^ 
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Ifeyva, on the 4tb (^ October, t81S; Narfno*8 itoopB 
were a second time defesHed at. Ventaquemada, and the 
army of tlie congress proceeded to besiege SahtaFlg in 
December, 18i$. Previous to these transactions Narino 
.resigned the presidency, but the national representation 
of iSanta F^ de B<^ota iefused to receive bis resignation. 
Narino proposed to quit New Grenada, rf the' besiegers 
would spare the property and lives of the inhabitants of 
Santa Ft de Bogota ; but the besiegers insisted on the 
besieged surrendering at discretion ; and in consequence 
of Nartno's refusal they stormed the city. Being, hoiv* 
ever,- completely repulsed, their army dispersed, with ^ 
the exception of a divisioi^ commanded by Girardot, 
whicb retreated to Tuoja. A monument of stone, con- 
taining an inscription explanatory of this signal defeat, 
was placed in that part of the city of Santa Fe called 
San Victorino. 

The junta of Quito, feanng hostilities from the pro^ 
Tioce of Cnenca, which is situate on the frontiers of New 
Grenada and the viceroyalship of Peru, rj^^Man armjr 
for its own defence. Tb€(l>ishop was at the liead of the 
royalists of Cuenca, and many of the officers of the army 
•were clergymen, who carried black standards, and todc, 
the horrible appellation of the army of deatl)^ el es^ereito 
4e la muerte. Don N. Molino, who had been appointed 
president of the junta of Quito by the regency of Spain^ 
entered the territory of Quito at the head of the troops 
from Lima, which bad withdrawn from Quito after the 
massacre of the 2d of August, and retired to Guayaquil 
The junta of Qpito, though acknowledging the regency 
of Spain, would not receive Molina as president if he 
proceeded with the army, and preferred a complaint to 
the eortes. The cortev ordered Motina to stop hostili* 
ties, which be refused, on the pretext oAeo employed by 
the SpaoUrdiy that the order of the eortes had beeft ^- 
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laiiMd by obhpiiofi and ndfrepdmt ; tliat4f , by fabe ar« 
guiaeots coQcealiDg the trutb« Tfoe army of Q^uito, com* 
maiided by Doo C. Montuiar, was debated by Ibe ray- 
aliBts of Cuenca ; and Doo N. Monies, who had siicceeil- 
•d Molina, isntered QMito on the 6tb of November, li^l2» 
laying waste all before hiou The mortality thus ocm- 
sioned, did not content Monies, who sent a strong d«« 
tacbment of soldiers to pursue the bishop, the nuns, and 
other persons who had taken their .flight, and in the mea» 
time put to death one in every five of the inhabitants whe 
had remained to defend the. city. This bloody scene is 
jteacribed by Monies himself, in a tetter of the llthof 
}lovember to the governor of Guayaquil. 

After Qfiito was taken by the royalists) Monies gaft 
the command of the army to Don N. Samano, a SpaniA 
officer, who bad served in the battalion of troops called 
d auxiUar^ which was stationed at Santa Fe de Bogota 
when the revolution broke out. Samano, in his way to 
Ssftta Fe, took the town of Popayan. The royalists of 
Pastes tidM^h^fore this, taken prisoner Don J. Caycedo, 
president ^f the junta of Quito, and Macaulay, a North 
American, who commanded the troops of Fopayan, with 
many other officers, who, as well as Macaulay and Caj<> 
cede, were put to death. The congress of New Grena* 
da, and Narino, though before at variance, were unani- 
inous In their determination of resisting the royaiisls ; 
and .their united troops, to the number of eight thousand 
men, marched to meet the enemy, commanded by Na» 
rino himself, who had been appointed dictator for that 
purpose. Narino routed the Spaniards in the battk 
fought in d aUo dd Paktu, and Samano retreated to 
Tumbo, seven leagues south of the city of Popayan f 
and, being there leinlbrced by a diwsieQ of the araay 
which hsid not b^n engird in el ato del Palace, adr 
v^sond to Pofagraai ensami^ his^ mrmy .at Ceiivia 
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NdM^^TuM liis armf i«ta tbree eorps, wltteh 
eoiMMaid«d by CatmJ, Monsalve, tfid bimMlf. Tta«i 
divided aod prepared, 4bey marebed against the royelisfs* 
Tbe troops ott botb sides Ibu^ desperately ; but vie* 
tory at length declared for the independents, and te * 
Spaiilhrds were forced to retreat Aymerie was appoint* 
ed successor to Samano, and took the command of die . 
army, bringing fresfa troops from 4))nto. Narino(6r«- 
ganiased a popular government at Popayanv and marched\ 

to PttStOS^ 

The province of Popayan and Pastos beic^isitnate in 
that part of the Andes where the mountains rise as tbeyi 
approach the equator, no part of the comitry can bette^' 
maiBtaiir a vigorous resistance; and the myalists, con« 
scious of this advaiHageous posttion, fortified the prinei^ 
pai 4efile^^^ The cowitry being besides thinly peopled^ 
and divers running across it in all directions without snf 
bridges, the diSculties are in consequence innumerable^ 
which an army, accompanied with necessary provisions 
and baggaget m«»t encounter In passing through such a 
country. The victc^ies hitherto obtained by Narino had 
not been followed by much advantage, the iodependentt 
being, from the nature of the country, unable to pursue 
their vanquished enemy. 

Narino, in his way to Pastos, which is nbariy eight/ 
leagues distant from Popayad, attacked el alto de Juan-^ 
(tmtut which hi took, but by the sacrifice of many lives. 
Los Tacines and Aranda likewise fell into his power 
after many severe engagements, in which several of Na- 
rino^s officers were killed ; and among them the young 
Sakzar, whose valour had gained him universal esteem. 

Narino had nearly reached the town of Pastos, and 
was advancing with one division of his forces, when the 
enemies* spies unfortunately spread, in the remainder ot 
the armyi the lepcMrt that Narino had beeii attacked^ de* 
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ftate6, and made prisoner. This caused great coftster* 
nafion in that part of bis army ; and the enemy, being 
apprized of it, sent a detachment agaifist Narino, and 
verified the premature report by making him prisoner. 
This happened in the month of June, 1814, and proved 
a serious shock to the independent army ; so mucfi so, 
that all Don J. M. Cabal's prudence and valour scarcely 
enabled him to effect a retreat to Popayah, his troops 
being closely ptkrsued by Aymeric. - ' - 

Don A. Narino is one of those few enterprising cha* 
racters who had long viewed with a prophetic eye, and 
eten, in some measure, prepared the minds of the inh»- 
bitants of Santa Fe for independence. His opinions and 
wishes, too freely expressed in the early part of his 
youth, caused bis imprisonmebt in 1794, and that of 
many, of his friends, distinguished young men at Santa 
Fe de Bogota. Duran, Cabal, Cortes, Umana^ Narino^ 
Zea, and others, were at that time sent to Spain under 
an escort. Narino escaped thie vigilance of his guards, 
and made his escape in the very act of landing at Cadiz, 
and presented himself to the government at Madrid, 
Notwithstanding this act of submission, the Spanish go* 
vemment was going to order bis arrest,' when Narmo 
again escaped, and went to France ; from whence he 
came to England, at the very epOcha when Mr. Pitt*8 
plan for separating Terra FIrma from the Spanish go- 
vernment was in contemplation, in 1796. Then Nairina 
returned to New Grenada incognito, with the view of 
carrying it into effect, but he was discovered and con- 
fined many years ; during which time h« suffered the 
hardships of poverty, close imprisonment, &c. At last 
he regained his liberty, on condition that he should 
never quit Santa F^, and that he shoiild be always ac- 
companied by a soldier. When the war in Spain com*" 
menccd, the government of Santa Fe, being afraid of his 
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uQcoiiimQti povters of pecfuasioQy as well as of the credit 
he possessed, had biin arrested, ordering bim to be sent 
to Carlbagetia ; but Narino again escaped at El Banco over 
the river Magdalena» and went to Santa JVfarta. A Spa- 
niard, who knew the house where he was concealed, dis* 
eove|:ed it to the governor, who had him immediately 
. t^en, and then enforced the former orders of the govern- 
inent, by sending him. to Carthagena, where he was 
thrown in|o the dungeons of Fort Bocachica. When , the 
revolution took p^ace, he was released ; but bis health 
w^s greatly imps^ired, an4 his legs had suffered much 
from the fetters he had been compelled to wear during 
his imprisonment. Having been taken prisoner at Pastes, 
it is wonderful that be was not executed, as almost all 
the prisoners were at that time ; but he was conducted 
to QmiIo, tbence to Lima, and he is now confined at La 
Carracca, in Cadiz. Ojie of his sons, Antonio, gave at 
Bocachica a noble example of filial duty and affection, 
by suffering himself to be imprisoned with his father^ 
whose misfortunes he wished* by sharing, to alleviate. 

Intelligence of the retreat of the array of Popayan, of 
the victories of Boves against ttie republicans of Venezue" 
la, of the re-establishment of king Ferdinand th^ Seventh, 
and of the fall of Bonaparte, reached nearly at the saqoe 
time the congress of New Grenada. The dangers that 
now threatened the independence of that part of South 
America were viewed in their true light ; and the congress 
issued a proclamation, which, after recapitulating the vi« 
cissitudes suffered by the armies of the republic, thus con- 
cludes : '* Such is the situation uf the military affairs of 
NeWvGrenada. Every step the republicans make costs a 
bloody battle in the provinces of Venezuela, where hordee 
of assassins are formed by the agents of the king to check 
4^ progress of the friends of liberty. . Our frontiers are 
<»Qstantly molested by the royalists of Maracaybo^ and 
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Uieae who now potsew Bariati; botii of wfaoos koep a1- 
wajft in alarm the dafendefs of Pamplona ai|d Casanare. 
The infaabitantB of Santa Maria obstinateij relbse to co- 
operate with us. Cartfaagena wants assistance from the 
general government, which Is at the same time obliged to 
provide for the defence of Popayan, which is again threat- 
ened With invasioti ; and this of coune increases the diff- 
culties we should have in rescuing the unfortunate Qjiko 
from the powor of her oppresson. These are the objects 
which imperiously call for the attention of the confederate 
provinces. Useless will be the declaration of our iade- 
pendence, if we have not resolution to support it. We 
possess within ourselves the means of attaining this great 
object, and no power whatever will be stfoi^ enough to 
conquer us if we avail ourselves of our own strength ; our 
exertions must unquestionably be great, and our sacrifices 
for the common cause unbounded. But such etibrts are 
worthy of men raised to the dignity of a free people, and 
are absolutely necessary, since we have notbtng to hope, 
and much to fear, from the European nations. 

<* Whether generosity, or the desire of restorii^ equi- 
librium among the powers of Europe, has induced Great 
Britain to make such constant and strong opposition against 
ponaparte, and to support the cause of Spain, is yet witfa 
us an unsolved problem. Notwithstanding the cessions at 
Bayonne, and the torrents of blood that the French have 
shed by the war in the peninsula, Ferdinand has been re* 
stored to Spain ; and the country, now freed from the 
French, will have both the power and the will to send a 
formidable army again td subdue us. 

<« We have, alas ! frequently felt the effects of Spanish 
perfidy and cruelty, notwithstanding the constitution by 
which the Spaniards vainly boasted they had restored to 
every subject the natural rights of men ;^-4hat very can- 
stitution which, though sanctioned by oaths, and proelatm- 
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€d ID every part of tiie Sffanisb seftlements, has not been 
aUe to protect the property and lives of the Americans, to 
shield from insult their wives and daughters, or even the 
sapred digmty of thi» prtestbood. 'the decree of the king» 
dated at Valencia on the 4th of May, put an end to this 
boasted coostitottoo. What, therefore, have those Ame- 
ricans now to expect, whose hands are stained hy the 
blood of their countrymen ?'or what, indeed, can be the 
expectation of the Spaniards, when even the cortes is de- 
clared an illegal assembly opposing the sovereignty of the 
iHog ? And ye, hapless members of the cortes ! always 
unjust towards the Americans, what are your hopes, since 
you are pursued as criminals guilty of high treason ; since 
the Spanish nation has returned to its former abject state, 
the throne surrounded by your enemies, who will wreak 
their wrath on your heads ! 

*' Since the restoration of the Bourbons to the thrones 
of France and Spain, what avails it to us that the emperor 
of Austria may reluctantly bear the fall of his son-in-law^ 
to which hb arms so much contributed ; that the princes 
raised by Bonaparte's breath may repent having assisted 
to subdue the power that fanned them into being ? Or 
can it be important to us, that the English nation may have 
lame feelings of compassion for our sufferings ; or that the 
rival nations of Europe may shortly rekindle the flame of 
war ? Our safety requires that we view our situation in 
its worst light ; and that we consider the cabinets of £u* 
lope as endeavouring to fix our hapless fate. 

** When the Spaniards were shedding without mercy 
the blood of our most distinguished citizens in the name of 
Ferdinand the Seventh, and when we considered the pe* 
ninsula unable to free itself from the French, we naturally 
desired to secure our liberty and independence. Hitherto 
the. nation has opposed our endeavours ; the king himself 
will now send bis armies to subdue us. Ferdinand's agenta 
11 
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will perhaps speak to us at first of the paternal beDeficepce 
of kings, irhile we shall have to resist hosts of proffered 
amnesties, rewards, crosses, titles, &c. intended to flatter 

, our prejudices, and to lull to sleep our vigilance. Bishop- 
ricks and other ecclesiastical dignities will be offered to 
our clergy, to engage them to espouse the king's cause ; 
but the sword will quickly be drawn, and misery in every 

' shape will be inflicted upon us. Ye people of New Gre- 
nada ! contemplate your fate, and that of your posterity ; 
you may easily judge of it ; and let your resolution . be 
formed accordingly, and nobly. Again, we repeat, your 
destiny depends on your own exertions. 

*^ While Spain exults in haviug opposed Bonaparte's 
tyranny, ought we not to aim at having similar cause for 
exultation, by opposing the power they wbh unduly to 
exercise over us ? Can time justify usurpation ? The 
cessions of the princes of Mexico, Cusco, and Bogota, in 
the early period of the Spanish invasion of America, 
were not less effected by violence than the abdications of 
Bayonne ; nor were the cruelties the Spaniards committed 
io America less provoking than the atrocities the French 
army is accused of in the Spanish war. It is i^ither Fer- 
dinand nor the Bourbons who alone aim at our property 
and lives ; it is the Spanish nation — that very nation 
which has lately displayed such strong features of cruelty 
in their conduct towards us. If we have the misfortune 
of falling again under the same power, every Spaniard 
will triumphantly insult us in our streets.. The blessing 
of air, which is free to all, even to the brute creation — 
and again, those domestic enjoyments which man by 
right and nature possesses, by inclination dings to, we 
shall have to implore as boons from our tyrants. The 
produce even of our industry will become the property 
of Spain ; and when wearing the fetters of slavery, the 
sad sound^of our chains will disturb the very ashes of our 
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beroes, who hare firmly supported and bravely fallen in 
defence of our liberty and independence. Such Is the 
melancholy, prophetic picture of the fate that awaits us, 
unless we are conquerors. 

*' The very name of our country we were not permit- 
ted to pronounce before our revolution. To endeavour 
to posses^ that country, though our own by every natural 
right, has already cost us most dear. Yet the helm we 
should not forsake, for success has often crowned our ef- 
forts ! The congress has adopted some vigorous mea- 
sures; and even sent an envoy to implore the protection 
of the English government— of that government, ,the pio- 
tector of the liberties of Europe, and which has more 
than once invited us to shake off the Spanish yoke. 

*' The congress relies on the exertions^ of the provinces, 
and on their indissoluble union. 

WCAMILO TORRES, President. 
CRISANTQ VALENZUELA, J3ec. 

«« Tunja^ Itl Sept. 1814.*' 

Notwithstanding the existing critical circumstances, the 
president of Gundinamarca, Don Bemafrdo Alvarez, whe 
had succeeded Narino, persisted in refusing to enter into 
the genera] confederation, although his refusal impeded 
the excellent measures the congress was taking for the 
defence of the country. Alvarez was at length persuad- 
ed fhat the v'oice of the province was in favour of the 
confederation ; and being spurred on by the continual 
communications on the subject, which he received from 
the general government, he deputed Don J. Lozano to 
treat with the congress on the union of Santa F^. A 
treaty was concluded ; and it was agreed that the pro- 
vince of Gundinamarca should enter into the confedera- 
tion. Alvarez refused to ratify the treaty^ but proposed 
an alliance, which the congress would not accept. 
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to (be end of ihe year 1814, Bolirar arr(red at Tuif)ei, 
where the congress had again fixed its sessions. The 
provinces of Casanare, Pamplona, Tunja, Neyva, Cboco, 
Popayan, Carthagena, Mariquita, Socorro, and Antioquia, 
acted in concert with each other under the direction of 
the general government, which now tried again to compel 
the president of Cundinamarca to acknowledge its autho^* 
rity. That division of tbe army of Venezuela which, 
under the command of Urdaneta, had retired to Cucuta, 
in consequence of Bolivar's defeat at La Puerta, was or- 
dered to Tunja ; and, being there reinforced, marched 
under the direction of Bolivar, in December, 1814, 
against Santa Fd. The city was stormed, and tbe prin- 
cipal suburbs were already in Bolivar's possession, when 
Alvarez accepted the capitulation be proposed, it was 
agreed by this capitulation, that Cundinalnarca should 
Join the confederate provinces, and that it should enjoy 
the same<rights and privileges they then possessed. The 
electoral college of Santa Fe then assembled, and having 
ratified the capitulation, invited the congress there to fix 
its residence, where, soon after, the members assembled. 

Tbe congress now possessed full authority ; and though 
threatened by the royalists from Venezuela, Qjuito, and 
Santa Marta, they considered the safety of the country 
certain, and their means sufficient to repulse every at- 
tack. Some reforms had been made in the administra- 
tion, which favoured the unity of action, and enabled the 
government to have recourse to strong measures in case 
of necessity. According to these reforms, which were 
made by three decrees, one dated the 23d of September, 
and tbe others the Slat of October, 1814, the congress 
was to be composed of two deputies from each province, 
excepting those of Casanare, Neyva, and Choco, which, 
being comparatively less peopled than the other provin- 
ces, were only to have one representative ; tbe adminis- 
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tnlion of the depaHsMOts of finmiot and war to be ex* 
cliiaively posseased by the federal powers ; the executive 
power to be intrusted to three persons nomioated by th^ 
congress, Don M. R. Torices, Garcia Rubira, and Mr 
Pey, well known by their republican principles and dia- 
tinguialied teleati ; the gpremors of the provinces to be 
elected by their electoral colleges, but still they were to ' 
act as delegates of the general goevemoievit in all affairs 
relatii^ to the confederation. 

The confederated provinees enjoyed at that time some 
prospect of future prosperity ; and even some of the 
burdens which oppressed the people had been removed. 
Among these were the monopolies of tobacco, spiritous 
liquors, the alcabala, the tribute paid by the Indians, &c. 
Tbe congress had- invited foreigners to fix their residence 
ia the confederate provinces by tiie decree of the 13th of 
July, 1814, offering them protection, and the means of 
exerting their industry. A manufactory of firearms 
had been established at Antioquia, one of hats at Santa 
Fe de Bogota^ &c. Thec'^ress was free); many respecta> - 
ble clergymen bad taken part in the general cause ; and 
tfafi^pinions of those were disregarded who alleged that. 
Pope Alexander the Sixth had possessed tbe right of ma*t 
king cession of the Indies to tbe kings of Spain. The* 
botanical expedition, under the direction of the celebrated 
Mutis, had made important discoveries, and was particu- 
larly favoured by the new government.^- Don Sinforoso 
Mutis, Riso, Caldas, and Lozano, were preparing that 
work for publication which tbe premature death of Mutis 
had deprived of his valuable corrections. 

The citizens eagerly contributed both with their per* 
eons and property to assist the government. Tbe friars 
of the order of St. Dominic gave likewise an example of 
patriotism, by yielding to the government a great part of 
Ibe silver which they had for years been collecting and 
11* 
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bedping up in the sanctuary of Cbiquinqutri. The cell- 
greas,to prevent the machinations of the Spaniards, decreed 
their expulsion from the confederate provinces till the 
final establishment of independence, leaving tolh^mat 
the same time the free disposal of their propertjr. 

The congress sent reinforcements to the army at Popa- 
' yan, which, under Cabal, was checking the progress of the 
royalists. Reinforcements were likewise sent under Ur- 
daneta to protect the province of Pamplona, wbkhtbe 
royalists of Maracaybo had often attempted to subdue, 
always retiring to the woods on the banks of the river 
Sulia when pursued by the independents. Santa Marta 
was the third territory possessed by the enemy, and to 
this the principal force of the confederation was directed. 
To have possessed Santa Marta would have largely con- 
tributed to enable the confederate provinces to resist the 
expedition then ready to sail from Cadiz under Morillo, 
should it be directed against New Grenada. Bolivar had 
been appointed captain general of the armies of New Gre- 
nada and VenezOela, and commanded the troops directed 
against Santa Marta ; and in the preparations he made for 
this attack, he strained every nerve to obtain the success 
he ardently desired. But the differences which aroae 
in consequence of the opposition expressed by the go- 
vernment of Carthagena to Bolivar's appointment, and bis 
too strong resentment of this opposition, which be evin- 
ced by laying siege to Carthagena, entirely defeated the 
excellent plans formed by the congress, and rendered 
useless the exertions of the provinces. 

The royalists effected the conquest of a gr^t part of the 
provinces of Carthagena, while the independent troops 
were disgracefully fighting at the gates of the city UyseU 
tie their private differences ; and Morillo arived just in 
time to take advantage of the confusion these civil distur- 
bances created^ Bolivar capitulated with the go'verm 
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iDent of Cartbagena, ' and himself quitted the prorihce ; 
but his troops remained to protect the city, though consi- 
derafoljr diminished by the war, and by the baneful cli- 
mate on the banks of the rj?er Magdalena, and in the vi- 
cinity of Carthagena. t 
Availing himself of these circumstances, Morillo besieg- 
ed Carthagena, and the government of Santa Fit de Bogo- 
ta had no means of affording succour to the city. Never- 
theless, great exertions were made to raise a. new army to 
repulse the attacks of the royalists, who from three differ- 
ent parts were invading the independent provinces. The 
members of the government placed themselves at th6 head ^ 
of the army ; every individual exerted his power to the 
utmost ;•, but the hour of triumph for the royalists had ar- - 
rived, and no resistance could stop their progress^ Car- 
thagena was now possessed by the royalists, and the re- 
publicans every where defeated. Notwithstanding their 
arduous fighting in the battle of Cacbiri, and the success 
obtained at Remedios, they were completely concjuer- 
ed ; andv Morillo entered Santa Fe de Bogota in June,| 
1816. To show the situation at that time of the royall 
arm^in New Grenada and Venezuela, I will insert a . 
faithful translation of Greneral Morillo^s letter, dated Mom- 
pox, the 7th of March, 1816. This letter is addressed 
to the minister of war in Spain, and was found, with ma> 
ny other papers, on board the -schooner La Leona, bound 
to Cadiz from Havanna, when captured by the privateer 
El Congreso from Buenos Ay res. Thia intercepted letter . 
"^^ published in El Independienie at Buenos Ayresy 

" To the minister of war in Spain. ' ^ 

** Sirj — On my arrival at Venezuela I gave your excel- 
lency every necessary information respecting the tranquil- 
lity and security of this part of his majesty's dominions ; 
from Carthagena f did the same, and of every thing rela- 
ting to the viceroyalty of New Grenada. 1 am now con- 
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pelled to enforce the urgeat necessity of Teinfor^og tiie 
army under my command, and of sending fresh troops la 
Venezuela. 

<' Disease having lessened my forces, and being obli- 
ged to send troops to Peru and to Puerto Rico, and to 
station others in those places lately possessed hy the re* 
bels, the force of my army is considerably diminished* 
Indeed, I may say my army is a mere skeleton, and une- 
qual to the duty it has to perform, especially in Veoe- 
suela. 

*' When I took the island of Margarita, the rebels from 
that place emigrated to Carthagena and to Santa Fe de 
Bogota, where they have disciplined troops to oppose 
us. Others went to the Antilles, eipecting what has 
happened, that my forces would be lessened, and intend- 
ing to try to effect another revolution in Cumana, Marga- 
rita, and Guayana ; and in this project they are sgpport- 
ed by the malecontents from France, and some speculators 
from England. 

'* When I took Carthagena, the rebels emigrated to 
Aux Cayes, with the intention of uniting themselves there, 
that they might make an attack on that part of the coast 
least defended ; and, if repulsed, they were to content i 
themselves with pillage, and re-embark. With the colo^ 
Dial produce they pillage they buy muskets ; and 1 am 
informed, that they have now a deposit of at least twelve 
thousand in Port-au-Prince, as I said in my former oom- 
munication. 

'* By this exposition, your excellency will find, that if 
the rebels lose extent of ground, they at least concentrate 
their forces, by which means they become stronger than 
we are in any point they choose to occupy. 

'< 1 beg of your excellency to take iiito coosidecatioo, 
that the force stationed at Venezuela, when the people 
vere willing to aekiiowledge the imtbority of the kingj 
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was dckible the number now employed to check the rebels ; 
aod yet our troops are daily called into the field, though 
so much lessened in number and strength. The same ob- 
servations may extend to New Grenada ; and, as far as I^ 
can observe^ in my march, I have reason to beliere that 
ibe province of Carthagena may now be loyal ; but the, 
other provinces only wait for the opportunity of putting 
into execution their rebellious plans. The curates are 
particularly disaffected ; not one appears now attached 
to the regal government.' 

C" I have already expressed my wish to your excellen- 
ey that missionaries should be sent out ; I now add the 
necessity of sending both divines and lawyers from Spain. 
If the king intends again to subdue these provinces, the 
same measures must be taken as in the early period of 
the conquest.^ - 

^ *< In my former communication I observed to your ex- 
cellency, that we wanted troops to keep in subjection 
this viceroyalty : I now repeat, this assistance cannot be 
dispensed with, for, though we may subdue this country, 
it is not possible to rely either on the divisions of troops 
commanded by Calzada, nor on that of the vanguard on 
the right bank of the river Magdalena, being composed 
of Creoles, who would probably deserl and fly to Vene- 
zuela, thus increasing the strength of the enemy. These 
divisions are, nevertheless, composed of brave men, capa- 
ble of being disciplined ; and it would be better to send 
them to Peru, where they might be of greater service, 
though at present they will have sufficient employment 
in Antioquia, Popayan, and Choco, all rebel provinces. 

** These proposals are made, supposing that reinforce- 
ments will be sent immediately, as, if this be not done, 
I cannot say what number of troops may later be requi- 
site to maintain our power here. Two points of the 
greatest importance are at this moment attacked by the 
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rebels of Venezuela--- Margarita and Guajana. At Mar- 
garita the rebels are well commanded ; they are well 
provided with every thing, and fight desperately. The 
king's troops have been obliged to act on the defensive ; 
and if Bolivar should arrive with his expedition, fitted out 
at Aux Cayes, 1 know not what may be the fate of Mar- 
garita, nor that of Cumana. 

^' The attack of the rebels on Margarita, is connected 
with that on Guayana, where they are numerous, pos- 
sessing a large circuit around Angostura, the capital of 
the province, and in consequence intercepting the supply 
^f cattle ; and, probably, may compel the garrison of 
Angostura to surrender without fighting, because, in that 
city, there is a party for the insurgents. I considered 
the province of Guayana of so much importance, that I 
ventured once to observe to his majesty at Madrid, that 
Guayana once lost, Caraccas and Santa P^ de Bogota 
were in danger. And I beg of your excellency to refer 
to the maps, and observje the rivers Orenocco, Apuiie, and 
Meta, which are much more navigable than I conceived 
' they were before T quitted Madrid. The same observa- 
tions may extend to many rivers in Los Llanos, which the 
rebels having full command of, cut us off from all com- 
munication with their banks, where is cattle of every de- 
scription, and from whence the towns situate on the 
mountains are supplied. 

<< The rehels in A^enezuela have adopted the plan of 
carrying on the war by their guerillas^ who are strong 
and numerous ; and in this they imitate the plan pursued 
in Spain in the last war ; and if Bolivar, or any other chief 
in estimation among them, would take the command o| 
these guerillas, they might act vigorously. 

*' It is thought in Spain, that the spirit for revolt in this 
country is confined to a few ; but it is necessary that your 
excellency should in this be undeceived. In Venezuela, 
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especialljTi it is general. T do not think that in this 
viceroyalty so strong an inclination for rebeiiion exists ; 
yet 1 stili must insist on the necessity of an increase of 
troops, the garrison of Carthagena suffering much from 
disease; and it is necessary that the military force sta- 
tioned at New Grenada should be double what it was in 
the middle of last century. 

<' If we lose Margarita, the insurgents will fortify it; 
and they will interrupt, by their pirates, our commerce 
in the Mexican Gulf. It will then be necessary to send 
an expedition to reconquer Margarita ; and if Guayana be 
subdued, the difficulties to reconquer it will be still great- 
er. The rebels of Ca.sanare and Tunja will join them ; 
and should the peninsula of Pai^aguana be attacked, in 
the department of Coro, there will be little to hope for 
the king's troops. But these dangers will no longer ex* 
ist if we receive reinforcements, which. in their waj 
might conquer Margarita, and that part of the coast now 
possessed by the insurgents. 

** I do not wish to add to his majesty's anxiety, but 
only to draw a faithful picture of what is passing in this 
country, to show the necessity of redoubling our efforts 
to secure what, with great anxiety, we have already at- 
tained. By the blessing of Providence we have been en- 
abled to support hunger, and deprivations of every kind ; 
yet how can we flatter ourselves that we shall be always 
thus blessed ? As so much is already done towards sub« 
duing these countries, it is very desirable that men, guns, 
and ammunition be immediately sent, that we may make 
a final blow, and obtain full possession of them. It is 
necessary to direct our principal efforts against Venezue- 
la. From this country the adjacent provinces are supplied 
with officers, who are the most enterprising and best in- 
structed men in Terra Firma. It is therefore necessary 
that the troops stationed in Venezuela should be numerous. 
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because the division at Barinas might be called for in 
exigencies at Santa Fd. God preserve your excellency. 

♦* PABLO MORILLO. 
^* Head Cluarters, at MompoX| 
7ih March, ISie.*' 

In another letter to the minister of war, Morillo sajs, 
that he has reinstated the royal audiencia of Caraccas« 
according to the orders he had received from the king ; 
but observes that this meastye will be ruinous to th^ in- 
terests of Spain ; because, as the revolt in Venezuela i^ 
far from being quelled, the government of that country 
ought to be wholly military. MoriHo observes also, that 
the municipalities are invested with too much power, and 
may in consequence do much against the regal interest, 
their members being South Americans. He advises a 
retrenchment of the power of the municipalities, such 
power having been only granted by the laws of Indies, in 
consideration that the municipalities were then composed 
of the conquerors and settlers. He concludes : 

*< Few persons can more strongly feel than I do, that 
a military government is the most despotic and worst of 
any known form of government. It is the most tyranni- 
cal and destructive ; but it is the most energetic, and that 
which the rebels have adopted. Indeed, what other go- 
vernment can suit a country whose inhabitants prove that 
they bear very reluctantly the rule of a sovereign — a 
country in which the rebels possess yet some points, and 
in which all is war, desolation, and horror? When the 
provinces of Spain were invaded, all exclaimed for a 
military government. Undoubtedly the error was in 
those who, unacquainted with these countries, and listen- 
ing to the rebels* emissaries, thought that the king's troops 
bad only to appear, and to act with clemency, to secure 
the possession of these provinces, whose • inbabitanta 
would bless the day in which so much bappioessJiasfoeen 
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franted to then. Margarita, Cumana, and Banselonai 
have proved the falsitj of these opinions. 

^< At the present time the restrictions laid on the chiefs 
by the laws of Indies are almost useless, especially in 
Venezuela. The South Americans will not obey Euro- 
peans, and still less, Spaniards. They wish to be go- 
verned by their own countrymen ; and if they yield to 
circumstances, and obey the king, it is only hi ezpecta- 
tton of happier times. 

«* Every province in America demands a different mode 
of government. What is good at Santa Fe de Bogota is 
bad in Venezuela, notwithstanding that they are neigh- 
bouring provinces, fin Santa Fe there are but few blacks^ 
and mulattoes ; in Venezuela a considerable part of the 
white population has perished in the revolutionj) The 
inhabitants of Santa Fe are timid ; those of Venezuela 
bold and sanguinary. In Santa Fd much has been pub- 
lished during the revolution, and the learned have ruled 
all with their pens ; but in Caraccas they displayed ear- 
lier the naked sword. From this dissimilarity of cha- 
racter arises the different opposition we have met witfi ; 
but in their dissimulation and perfidy, the people in all; 
the provinces resemble each other^ Probably, in this 
viceroyalty, the inhabitants would not have opposed so 
firmly the king's troops, had not many from Venezuela 
come to support them. It was, spurred on by them, that 
Carthagena resisted so strenuously. The division of the 
army that attacked Zaragoza and Remedios has opposed 
many troops disciplined by these insurgents. The go- 
Temment of Antioquia has already twice proclaimed la 
gutrra a rnuerte, and has skilfully fortified the defiles of 
the province by engineers from Venezuela. It was by 
the activity of the same insurgents that Santa Fd was ob« 
liged to submit to the congress, and received their san- 
guinary ideas. All is effected by the rebels from Vene- 
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zuela. They are like ferocious beasts when thej fight In 
their own country ; and if they get able commanders, it 
will require many years to subdue them, and even then 
it will be done s^ the expense of much blood and consi- 
derable sums of money. 

^* Wben I arrived in Venezuela, commanding his ma- 
jesty's army, 1 was seized with horror when 1 heard of 
the number of killed in each. engagement, whether gained 
or lost ; and 1 conceived that this profusion of blood was 
the effect of the resentment of two parties aiming at each 
other. 1 then displayed that clemency so much recom- 
mended by the king, which was unbounded. What has 
been the effect of my clemency ? New revolutions and 
new treachery. And if the people submit when peace Is 
restored in this viceroyalty, it will be only to wait for a 
better opportunity for revolt. But to subdue this people 
more troops are required, as 1 have repeatedly observed 
to your excellency, and that the captain-general of Vene- 
zuela be invested with military power; and, be assured, 
this is not the work of a day, but must be the result of 
much perseverance and activity. ^\{ is a war ferocious 
Tike that of blacks against whites,"* 

PI MORILLO w) 
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CHAPTER III. 

BevolfUion of Carthagena, — Assembling of the junta.'^ 
Attempt of the regiment El Fixo to dissolve the junta. — 
The assembling of the convention, and the formation of 
a constitution. — War with the royalists of Santa Martck 
— Siege and taking of Carthagena by MoriUo. 

THE province of Carthagena is divided into six de- 
partments ; Carthagena, Tolu, San Benito, Mompox, and 
SJmiti. The population of the province amounts to two 
hundred and ten thousand persons, that of the capital to 
sixteen thousand. 

Intelligence having reached Carthagena of the revolcN 
tion in SantaFe de Bogota, a junta was formed on the 
6th of August, 1810. This junta was composed of the 
metnbers of the municipah'ty, the deputies elected by the 
people, and of the deputies sent by the other municipali- 
ties of the province. Don J. M. Garcia Toledo, was the 
president first appointed by the junta. Don J. M. del 
Real, Garcia Toledo, who was elected a second time, 
and Don Y. Cavero, successively obtained this appoint- 
ment. The junta acknowledged the supreme authority of 
the regency of Spain, but on this condition, that the ad- 
ministration of the interior government of the province 
should belong to the natives. Regardless, however, of 
this condition, the regency nominated a Spanish governor 
for Carthagena, whom the junta did not receive, though 
they acknowledged willingly the authority of the cortes. 
This acknowledgment, however, was made, subject to 
the same restrictions as the acknowledgment of the re- 
gency, and that the province of Carthagena should be 
represented ia the cortes according te its populatioq. 
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'Neither the first regency nor the cortes acquiesced in the 
proposals of the junta of Carthageoa ; and this province 
was therefore considered disloyal. 

The junta made a decree to fix the mode of electing the 
members i the number was reduced to twelve from the 
^rstof January^ 1811. A court of judicature, and a 
committee for the financial department, were then formed. 
The police was in the hands of the municipalities, and 
the government of the province appertained solely to the 
junta. 

A Spanish officer took umbrage in consequence of ha- 
ving been imprisoned some days for neglecting to comply 
with an order of the junta. It happened at the same timt 
that this assembly was debating on the necessity of ma^ 
king some reforms in the regiment, £/ Fixo^ stationed m- 
the city, to which a new commander was to be appointod* 
Den B. Gutierrez availed himself of this opportunity, and 
endeavoured to persuade his brother officers to petition 
the junta against the removal of their colonel, whiok- 
they deterooined on doing ; and the petition was on the 
eve of being presented, when Gutierrez, observing the 
dissatisfaction of the regiment, determined to obtain his 
end by dispersing the junta. The conspirators resolved 
to have four of the members executed, and to send the 
others to Spain. Gutierrez accordingly put himself at the 
head of the troops on the 4th of February, 1811, and 
was proceeding to the house where the junta was assem- 
bled. The people of Carthagena, alarmed at the unex- 
pected appearance of the troops, rushed into the streets 
to defend the government. The junta then employed a 
respectable old man, Lieutenant-General Narvaez,. who 
was much respected by the troops and people, to inquire 
the cause of the discontent of the military. Having lis- 
tened to their grievances, Narvaez appeased them with 
promises, and they retired to their barracks. The junta 
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then granted a pardon to the troops, aiid banished the lead- 
ers of the faction. 

The people of Carthagena accused the members of the 
junta of having ambitious viei?Sy and observed that they ac- 
knowledged the sovereignty of the cortes of Spain with- 
out obeying their decrees. There were likewise other 
causes of disconteiit. The junta had been under the ne- 
cessity of attacking the town of Mompox : after Mompox 
was subdued, the junta decreed that many of its^ inhabit- 
ants should be arrested, and banished others,, contrary to* 
the wishes and opinion of the province at large. Don 
Oabriel Pineres, a native of Mompox, contrived to raise 
a party' against the junta, by circulating reports unfavour- 
able to the members, and by showing great liberality at 
Carthagena. The scheme succeeded ; the people of Car- 
thagena assembled, on the 1 1th of November, 1811, in 
considerable numbers, before the house in which the jun- 
ta held its sessions, and loudly demanded that indepen- 
dence from Spain should be proclaimed, the inquisition 
abolished, the prisoners from Mompox released, arid 
Uiat a convention^should be assembled to form a constitu- 
tion for the province. The junta, which was at that time 
debating on the subject of their independence, and had in 
consequence sent circular letters asking the advice of. the 
municipalities, did not object to the first, demand of the 
people ; the second was a matter of course after the de- 
daratioD of independence ; and the third and fourth were* 
considered just, and likewise granted. The acts decls^- 
rmg theil- independence were passed, and the' manifesto 
making known the reasons for it soon after published. 

In. the following January, 1812» the province assem- 
Wed a convention, which was composed of thirty-four 
deptHies, elected according to the population of the pro- 
Wee*. 

18# 
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The cooTentioD poblMked; oh the f^ of June, 1M% 

a constitution peculiarly formed for Carthagena; from 
which 1 shall make an extract, as it may give aa idea of 
the internal government planned lor the different proviw> 
ces of New Grenada. Hiis constitution, published by the 
convention, consisted of fifteen chapters, tMoi ; tbe foraa 
t»f elections is prescribed'; the rights of the cttizens estab^ 
lished ; the extent was fixed ot the authority of the pra^ 
Tincial power ; the liberty of the press granted, Ike. Tbt 
tmportatton of slaves was prohibited; and the legtaiaitiv% 
body was to form a plan to raise a fimd for the timataaile^ 
sion of the slaves in the province. The legislative bo<i^ 
was to consist of the representatives of the province, and^ 
to facilitate their proceedings, was to be divided into twe 
departments, salas; the executive power to lie iotrusteA 
to a president, who was to have two counSeflors. Th^ 
senate was appointed to watch over the exact fulfiltteiK 
of the laws, and the general convention was to be com!-> 
posed of the president of the state, of the two cooBsetlorir, 
the senate, the legislative body, and the supreme court df 
judicature. The general convention was to assemble^ tf 
convened by the president, in urgent cases. TheoAe^ 
of president was to last three years ; and D. M. R. Tofi- 
ces was the first person intrusted with h. The conven- 
tion piit into circulation paper money to the amount c^ 
'fifteen thousand Spanish doHars, Which was incr-eated III 
the course of two years to near one million. The <»iUBe 
~of this paper circulation was, that the finances of the pro- 
vince of Carthsf^ena were not sufficient lor the expenses 
of the new government. Before itie revolution, t^rttoe- 
'fena received annually from Sanfa F^ de Bogota supplies 
of motiey to defray the expenses of the troops, nkry^ kc,; 
bat since f^e revohition, Carthagena not having th^»6 
supplies, there remained for the new government no me* 
tbod ojT supplying those expenses, which had increased. 
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exMipt liie ^icciilfttion of paper oioBey. Tbis produced 
Terjfr bad effiecta;' for very little hope was entertained, 
either m tbe town or provlncei of that amelioration it 
tli^r fate which they had expected from a change in the 
govenmnent. They began to grow weary of the revolii- 
tioB, which, among many other evils, had occasioned that 
^ sttspensioti of commerce, the principal source frodl 
W^b Carthagena derived prosperity. 

The royaMstsof the n^ighhouriag province of Santa 
If art&« i»eek)g this stale of Carthagena. hastened to attack 
Ibe province, and, though they were repulsed atMompoX| 
Ibey succeeded in getting possession of the departments 
<tf-Toiu and San BenUo, under the command of the Span* 
iard Rebustillos, in October, 1012. The alarm at Car- 
Ihagena ificfeased, Venezuela being at that time in th^ 
power of Monteverde, and the general depression occa^* 
^oned by the earthquake of Caraccas having eactended to 
flanta F^ de . Bogota, and the other ][M-ovince8 of New 
tGrrenada possessed by the independents. The alarm waa 
beighlened when intelligence of the war carried on hth 
'tween the congress of New Grenada and Nartno was rtf- 
^ived at Carthagena, whither tbe royalists were ptoeeed- 
ing in triumph. 

The English frigate the Garland arrived at that time at 
Carthagena, bearing despatches lor the goiremor from 
the English admiral at Jamaica. The admiral proposed^to 
the government of Carthagena to make an amicable ar* 
.rangement with Don Benito Perez, the viceroy appointed 
by the Spanisb government for New Grenada^ then resid- 
ing at Pa&ama, warning Carthagena, in case of a refusal, 
ef an attack from the Spanish forces. The admiral offer- 
ed the Garland to convey the deputies from Carthagena lo 
Panama, if the government acquies^d in bis proposals. 
The governor, Don M. Rodriguez Tcnrices, in conse- 
quence, <^ &e impending danger, adopted tbe folio wing 



dbyGoogJe 



140 

measures : 0on J. M. del Real aod Doa G. Piaeres were 
af^ointed to treat with the vicero^r, and, having accepted 
the offer of the English admiral, tbej embarked £Dr Cha- 
gre9, to proceed from thence to Panama. Don A. Gu- 
tierrez Moreno sailed ^ the West- India islands, with in* 
structions to engage officers to serve in the army of Car- 
.tbagena; he carried with him letters of marqne, which 
were to be offered to those who wished to fit out priva- 
.teers under the colours of the republic of Carthagena, 
blue, white, and yellow. The army was disciplined byl 
officers who had emigrated from Caraccas, and divided 
into two bodies, under the eemmand of a Spaniard, Dob 
M. Cortes Campomanes, and a French officer, Labattu. 

The envoys, del Real and Ptneres, were put into go&> 
finement as soon as they reached Panama ; and' it was 
oa\y by the mediation of the English admiral, that they 
were permitted to embark after eight weeks' imprisoii- 
ment, the viceroy pretending that they were spies. Gutier- 
lee Moreno succeeded in aendhig to Carthagena manj 
officers and some- privateers^ which had injured greatly 
the commerce of Spin. Cortes Campomanes reconquer^ 
«d the departments of San Benito and TolUi Labatta 
dispossessed the royalists of San Antonio, £i Penon». 
Guaymaro, and other ^riified points on. the baidcs of the 
^iver Magdalena.. 

The island of Mompox is formed by the river Magda- 
lena dividing into two branches, which fall into the Cauea. 
The united streams enter the sea by three mouths, Boca 
Vieja, Boca Principal, and theCienega de Santa Marta. 
. The Cienega de Santa Marta is a lake seven leagues long 
and two broad : not far from its banks is the city of 
Santa Marta. Labattu embarked bis troops in the lake, 
and having defeated the gun-boats that^efended it, land- 
ed at the village called La Cienega, and advanced to 
Saota Marta, which be took on the 6th of January, 1^13^. 



d by Google 



141 

The royalists could now have been easily dispossessed! 
of the province of Rio-hacha, which, bad it been effected^ 
weuid have firmly established the power of the indepen* 
dents. But Labattu behaved towards the inhabitauts of 
Santa Marta in so impolitic a manner, that they revoked 
against him, though there was a- considerable party ibr 
independence. Labattu might have sHccessfuUy opposed 
the revolt, the harbour, which was protected by a fri- 
gate, many gan-boats, and other ships of war, berng 
wholly in bis power ; but he thought only of embarking 
ht Cartfaagena, leaving Santa Marta in the power of the 
rayalisfts, who now received reinforcements from Porto* 
beJo, Havanna, and Maracaybo. 

The govemment of Carthagena equipped another ez**' 
pedhion for the purpose of invading Santa Marta, and 
gave the command of it to Chattllpn, a French officer* 
This bfave officer attacked the royalists at Papares ; but 
he was completely repulsed, taken prisoner, and put to 
death. A third expedition was fitted out under Labattu^ 
wluch again foiled,- and Carthagena then rested satisfied 
with defending the frontiers, and the navigation of the 
river Magdalena, which had before that period been 
much interrupted, and latterly, was quite intercepted by 
tbe royalists. Nothing pf importance occurred from the 
end of J813 till the middle of 1815, when the civil war 
arose between Bolivar and Castillo, which was succeed- 
ed by General Aiorillo besieging Carthagena. Before 
this time the privateers had protected the commerce of 
Carthagena, and the sources of prosperity were again 
opened by means of foreign commerce, and of that car- 
ried on with the interior provinces of Santa Fd de Bogo- 
ta, which enabled the govemment to recall the paper 
money. 

The city of Carthagena is divided into two parts-^ther 
city, properly so called, and Gimani. The city is sur- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



142 

rounded by a thick, high wall ; Gimani is built in asemf-^ 
circular form, is fortified in front by a strong wall, and ii 
United to the city by a bridge built over the ditch ; bolk 
sides of the ditch are fortified by staccadoes, which join 
the walls of Gimani to the city. On the east of Cartha- 
gena is built a fort, called San Felipe Barajas, situate on 
a hill overlooking Qimani. The batteries on the hill La* 
popa command the fort, and protect the environs of 
Carlhagena, being about one hundred and fifty yards dis- 
tant. On the north side of ^ La popa is a lake, near a 
league in circumference, named Tesca, which communr* 
cates with the ditch of Carthagena, and with the sea on 
the north. The bay of Carthagena is three leagues in 
extent, and is formed by the coast of Boca Grande, the 
island of Bocachica, the island of Baru, and the coast of 
Fasacaballos. By Boca Grande it communicates with 
the sea, and is defended by a fort, but naw abandoned, 
because only small ships can enter ; by Bocachica it is 
defended by the forts San Fernando, El Angel, and 
Sanjose ; it communicates likewise with the sea by £1 
Cano del Estero, and by the lake Tesca, 

Morillo fixed his head quarters at Turbaco, four leagues 
east of Carthagena, and formed a line qn that side of the 
eity, between La Costa de la Boquilla and that of Pasa* 
caballos. On the 11th of November, 1815, the royalists 
attacked Lapopa, which was defended by Colonel Soub- 
let ; they likewise made an attack on that part. of La 
Costa Grande which was defended by a detachment sta- 
tioned there. At Lapopa they were repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, but succeeded in dispossessing the inde- 
pendents of La Costa Grande. They now placed batte- 
ries at Albornos and Pastel illo ; and by means of guD« 
boats which they had introduced into the bay by El Cano 
del Estero, they intercepted all communication between 
the town and the forts which defended Bocachica, thus 
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liepriving the besieged of the means of recelviDg provi- 
sions, as tbej had before done, through Boca Grande. The 
city was twice bombarded. 

The government of Carthagena determined, in a gene- 
ral meeting, convened on the 13th of October, to put the 
province under the protection of the English government, 
sending despatches to that effect to London, and to the 
governor of Jamaica. Mr. Hislop, an English merchant, 
was the bearer of them, provisions failed in the interim 
at Carthagena, and the deaths by famine amounted daily, 
in the beginning of December, ..to one hundred persons. ' 
The government resigned all hopes of getting supplies of 
provisions, and resolved to evacuate the city. (More than 
two thousand persons left Carthagena; on the 5th of De- 
cembeit^n eleven ships, most of them armed vessels. The ^ 
attack the royalists made upon them being successfully ' 
opposed, thej;^ anchored at Bocachica, and having receiv- 
ed on board the garrison of Bocachica, they^ again sailed* 
The 'royalists entered the city)the next day. 

( I translate the following description from the official 
communication of the Captain-General ^Montalvo to the 
Spanish government : ^' The horrible appearance of thei 
^ity is scarcely to be described : the streets, and even 
the houses, were heaped up with dead bodies, or with 
those who were expiring ; the atmosphere was in a pesti- 
lential state, which nearly stopped respiration ; groans 
and lamentations assailed our ears/' 

in one of the intercepted letters, dated Carthagens, 
February 28, 1816, Montalvo complains of General Mo 
rillo not having delivered to him the command of the city 
of Carthagena till the 11th of December, and of having 
omitted until the 5th of January to give him notice of 
some rebels having been arrested at Carthagena atler the 
capture of the city. Morillo sent to Montalvo a list of the 
prisoners, intimating that they ought to be tried by the 
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peimanent council of the armj. Montalvo eonsuited his 
assessor Vierna, who gave bis opinion that they ought to 
be tried by a common council ol* war, which was accord* 
ingly assembled, and this council condemned them to 
death. Viema then advised the captain-general to sus* 
pend the execution of the sentence, which ought to be 
done according to artfcle 3, titulo 5, trattado 8, de las 
ordenanzas. Montalvo did not approve this counsel. He 
then consulted the Oidores, Jurado, and Cabrera, who 
were of opinion that, with respect to the manner of pro- 
ceeding in the trial, Vierna had not advised according to 
the laws. Nevertheless, Don M. Castillo, Garcia Toledo, 
Ayos, M. Granados, M. Amador, M. Portocarrero, M. 
Anguiano, M. Angulo, and S. Stewart, were executed on 
the 24th of January. Montalvo assigns many reasons for 
having ordered their execution, adding, that it would have 
been scandalous if these rebels had been sent to Spain, 
when Morillo had ordered the execution of others less 
criminal. He then concludes : *' 1 repeat to your excel* 
lency, that I am perhaps the only chief in Spanish Ame- 
rica whose conduct has been so humane ; these are the 
first rebels whose execution 1 have ordered. Unfortu- 
nately the war now presents so direful an aspect, that it 
IS not easy to foresee its termination. All might have 
been prevented in the beginning ; perhaps then to have 
punished the heads of the revolution would have been suf- 
ficient, and peace might have been restored by a steady 
conduct, politic measures, and mildness in the chlefi» 
which always sooner or later produce good effects. . 

'^ I had sufficient reason in 1813 and 1814, when this 
▼iceroyalty and Venezuela were nearly lost, to .have 
treated with severity the cities of Santa Marta and Kio- 
liacha, whose inhabitants appeared frequently inclined to 
join in the insurrection ; yet, without troops, money, or 
any assistance, i was successful in curbing ia their infaa- 
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^y these dispositions for revolt. The royal authorities 
were looked up to with respect, and obeyed, and those 
most inclined to rebellion became faithful subjects : both 
provinces are now much attached to the king's govern- 
ment. All this was effected by perseverance, manage- 
ment, and firmness ; but not one execution did 1 ever or- 
der. 

** StiH, to use clemency with those who have com- 
manded the armies which opposed the sovereign's forces, 
or with those who contributed strongly to overthrow the 
legitimate authorities, and who have supported enthusias- 
tically the revolution, would be, 1 conceive, a most impo- 
fitic step. 

«M0NTALVO.»> 
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PART III. 

REVOLUTION OF BUENOS AYRES AND CHULI. 

CHAPTER I. 

Revolution of Buenos Ayres. — Estabtishment of ihe junta, 
— War Tuith the roycdists. — Divisions in the junta, — 
Siege of Montemdeo, — Treaty with the Portuguese. — 
New form of government adopted. — Taking of Monte^ 
"video. — Expedition of the Buenos Ayres cruisers to the 
South Sea. — Meeting of the Congress^ and Declaration 
of Independence. — Invasion by the Portuguese, 

The twenty provinces of Rio de la Plata are bounded 
by the Brazils, Peru, Cbili, and Patagonia. Some of 
these- are situate on the Andes, and are therefor^ called 
high provinces. The others in the low country are de- 
nominated low provinces. The high provinces are Moxos 
^nd Cbiquitos, Apolobamba, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, La 
Paz, Cochabamba, Carangas, Misque, Paria, Charcas, 
Potosi, and Atacama ; the low provinces, Tarija, Salta, 
Paraguay, Tucuman, Cordova, Cuyo^ Entrerios, Monte- 
video or Banda Oriental, and Buenos Ayres. The ij^pu- 
lation of these provinces amounts to one million three hun- 
dred thousand persons, [n Buenos Ayres, which is the 
capital, there are sixty thousand inhabitants. 
The junta of Buenos Ayres commenced its sessions am 

^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14T 

the 25th .of: May, tSia The junta deputed Don J. J»: 
Passo to communicate to the people of Montevideo the 
revolution which had taken place in Buenos Ajres. Aa 
assembly being convened at Monte video, the people de- 
dared tl)eir willingness to support the new government 
of Buenos Ay res ; but the Spaniards, desirous of opposing 
it) landed the troops which were on board the Spanish 
vessels ; and this gave strength to the royal party in the 
town. 

The junta was likewise opposed by the Spanish chie|^ 
at Paraguay, Cordova, and Cbuquisaca. These chiefs, as* 
sisted by the last viceroys, Don B. H. de Cisneros, and 
the members of the audiencia, had planned to overthrow 
the junta. The ex-viceroy Liniers raised an army of two 
thousand men, and laid wasfe the environs of the city 
of Cordova, to prevent the approach of the troops of the 
junta. The viceroy and the members of the audiencia 
being discovered to have entered into the plot, were ex« 
iled, and embarked for the Canary Islands. Celonel 
Ocaropo was appointed commander of the forces from 
Buenos Ayres, and attacked Liniers, whom he took pri« 
soner. Liniers had previously been deserted by bis own 
troops. Concha, who had been the late governor of Cor* 
dova, Liniers^ Allende, Moreno, and Rodriguez, who had 
been the principal opposers of the revolution in that part, 
were all executed on El Monte de los PapagaUot. 

Mr. Elliott, commander of an English ship of war, de- 
clared for the royalists, and even opposed the commerce 
of Buenos Ayres. The junta having complained of Mr. 
Elliott's conduct to Lord Strangford, his Britannic ma- 
jesty's ambassador at Rio Janerro, Mr. Elliott received 
orders^to abstain from any interference between the toy^ 
alists and the new government. 

The junta of Buenos Ayres, conscious of the advanta- 
ges which would result from the provinces of Chili join« 
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ii^ in the revolution, sent to Santiago Don A. A. Jonte^ 
a person well acquainted with the inhabitants of that capi* 
lal, with instructions to endeavour to hasten the deposi- 
tion ef the Spanish governors. When the revolution took 
place, Jonte remained in Santiago as charg6 d'affaires 
#om the government of Buenos Ayres, and in that ca- 
pacity he succeeded in persuading the junta of Chili to 
jive to Buenos Ajres the assistance of 300 troops in one 
of the critical periods of the last government. 

The array under Ocampo received a considerable rein- 
ibrcement, with orders to march to the high provinces. El 
AUo Peruy where th^ royalists, commanded by Colonel 
Cordova, had assembled. Don A. Balcarce, major-gen- ' 
«ral in Ocampo's army, succeeded in defeating them fa 
two different engagements fought at Santiago, Cotagaitya, 

I and Tupiza. Cordova and Nieto, who was the president 
of the andiencia of Chuquisaca, were taken prisoners, and 

- ^t. tin consequence of these victories^ the Alto Peru, 
as far as the river Desaguadero, which is ^e boundary 

S of the viceroyalty of Peru and Buenos Ay res, was wholly 
occupied by the army from Buenos Ayresi) This army 
wast increased to the number of five thousand^ ' and the 
command given to Brigadier Balcarce. Castelli, a mem- 
ber of the junta, accompanied the army as its representa- 
tive, and as general governor of the Alto Peru. ^ 

The army, thus reinforced, was on the eve of invading 
diat part of Peru which was governed by the Spanish 
viceroy Abascal ; but the invasion was suspended in con- 
sequence of Castelli receiving proposals from the munici- 
pality of Lima for a suspension of hostilities, that they 
might propose terms of peace ; and the municipality sent 
at the same time the eleven different proposals which 
bad been presented to the cortes by the representatives 
of Spanish America ; and holding it for certain that these 
proposals had been acceded to by the cortes, they offered 
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them as the bftsis of terms for peace* Castelli sent tbe 
QommuDications he received to the junta, and in the mean 
time concluded an af mistice with Goyeneche, general of 
the royalist army. ^ 

Considering all danger , removed on thef side of Peni^ 
the junta sent eight hundred men under Don M. Belgrano 
to oppose Velasco, the Spanish governor of PaitagOliy^ 
wlio had raised an army to attack Buenos Ayres. The 
army of Paraguay, commanded by Don N. Yedro», esf \ 
gaged the troops from Buenos Ayres on the banks of the 
river Tacuari, and defeated them. After this check Bel^ 
grano desired to enter into a treaty with Paraguay* A 
conference was held between Yedros and Belgranq : the 
result was, that/Belgrano was allowed to retreat without 
molestation. In the following year the inhabitants of La 
Assumpcion deUParaguay deposed the governo^Velasco^ i 
/Snd formed a junta independent of the authority of that, 
of Buenos Ayres, but entered into an alliance with it..> 

The only powerful enemy the junta of Buenos AyritS' 
had now to fear, was Don F. X. Elio, who had been ap* 
pointed by the regency of Spain captain-general of the 
provinces of Rio de la Plata, and ruled in that capacity 
over the province of Montevideo, or La Banda: Oriental. 
Don J. Artigas,. a native of Montevideo, aind captain in 
the service of the royalists, having some cause of dissatis- 
fiiction with the governor of the Colonia del Sacramento, 
determined to abandon the royal cause. He according- 
ly applied to the government of Buenos Ayres in the be* 
ginning of 1811, and obtained assistance of arms and 
ammunition for the purpose of exciting revolt in La Ban- 
da Oriental. The junta ordered, besides, that the troops 
which had withdrawn from Paraguay should proceed to 
La Banda Oriental to co*operate with Artigas, who com* 
manded the guerrillas ; and the command, of the army 
was given to Rondeau, a South American officer, who 
13^ 
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kad been made prisoner by the Eoglisb at MonteTideo, in 
1807. He was then brought to England, from whence 
be went to Spain, and served some time in the war in 
the peninsula. Artigas and Rondeau succeeded in de- 
feating, several times, the royalists, and particularly in the 
battle of Las Piedras, in May, 1811, in which the Spa- 
nish troops defending La Banda Oriental were made pri- 
soners, with their chief. The patriots then reached the 
walls of Montevideo, and having received reinforcements 
from Buenos Ayres, they determined to besiege the 
town. 

In the junta there were two parties : Don C. Saare- 
dra, the president of the junta, was at the head of one, 
and Doctor Moreno, the secretary,^ at the head of the 
ether. Moreno acQUsed Saavedra of ambitious views ; 
and he, in return, reproached Moreno with being a ring- 
leader of the rabble. Saavedra, wishing to counteract 
Moreno's paT^ decreed that those who were nominated 
by the provinces to form a general congress should have 
seats in the established junta, whose members thus be- 
eame very numerous. This scheme succeeded ; and Mo* 
leno, who did not retain his influence, renounced his 
place. The junta sent him afterwards as a deputy to 
England, with instructions to ask the protection of the 
British government ; but be died on his passage. 

These dissentionsin the junta spread to the army, and 
produced there likewise two parties* The army was en* 
camped at Guaqui and Yaraicoragua, and was divided 
into three corps,- commanded by Colonels Diasvelez and 
Yiamont, and Brigadier Balcarce, who was the command- 
er in chieL Diasvelez and Balcarce had declared for 
. Moreno'irf party , and Viamont for Saavedra^s. Goye- 
neche, conscious of these dissentions, attacked Dias- 
velez on the SOtbof July, 1811, although the armistice 
still existed. Diasvelez, not being supported by the 
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•tW divisions, wad easily conquered ; and the newfi of 
bis defeat occasioned the -dispersion of the remaining 
troops. Goyeneclie took possession of £1 Alto Peru ; 
and Vtamont and Pnyredon, president of tiie audrencia 
of CbuquiSaica, who had been chosen by the troops to 
command them in preference to their former leaders, 
withdrew to the province of Saita. 

^Goypneche was not successful in quelling the insur- 
rection in the different provinces which the last victory 
had placed under his command. Cochabamba, Chayan- 
ta, and Santa Cruz de la Sierra, were overrun by bands 
of guerrillas, who greatly molested the royal troops, and 
prevented Goyeneche from proceeding in bis victorious 
career. Goyeneche, enraged at these difficulties, adopt- 
ed the plan of shooting all the prisoners, and every par- 
tisan of the revolution who fell into his power ; but, not- 
withstanding the general horror which such a measure 
produced, he could not overcome the guerrillas, nor pe- 
netrate into the low country. Saavedra, being appointed 
commander in chief, received orders to raise a new 
army, and accordingly set out with muskets and officers. 
Saavedra's enemies took advantage of his absence to 
get him deposed. They accused hiita of ambition, arbi- 
trary measures, and, above all, of having biassed the 
junta to decree, on the 6th of April, 1811, the exile oi 
Larrea, Pena, Posadas, and others, who opposed the abuse 
of his power. They alleged, in support of a change in the 
form of government, that the junta being too numerous^ 
its decisions were slow, and, consequently, inadequate 
to save the country in its present crisis. The munici- 
pality then convened a meeting of the inhabitants in Sep- 
tember of the same year ; and in this meeting it was 
agreed that a new government should be formed, com- 
posed of otdy three members and two secretaries. Don 
M. Sarratea, Don F. Chiclana, tmd Don J. J. Passo, were 
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elected members of the government ; bon B. Rivadavia^ 
and Don J. Perez, secretaries. Some regulations, known 
by the name of El Estatuto, were also made to point out 
to the government the manner and order in which their 
members were to be renewed. According to this regu- 
lation, a meeting, composed of the deputies of the muni- 
cipalities of the provinces, was to be held every six 
months, one member being to vacate bis seat at the expi- 
ration of every six months ; and these deputies were ap- 
pointed to elect his successor. The liberty of the press 
was established, and a junta was to be named every year 
to protect it. This junta and the municipality were to 
decide exclusively on any infractions on the liberty of 
the press. 

The siege of Montevideo was carried on successi^llj 
by Artigas and Rondeau. The captain-general £lio, 
finding himself unable for a longer resistance, implored 
the protection of the Portuguese government in the Bra- 
zils. Ail the influence which the Princess Charlotte, 
sister to Ferdinand the Seventh, had with the minister 
Souza, was exerted on this occasion ; and by her ma- 
nagement the Portuguese government decided to give 
Elio the support of four thousand men. The Princess 
Charlotte assisted Elio besides with money, and evea 
sent him some of her jewels. General Souza, brother 
to the minister, commanded the Portuguese troops f and 
although they marched to Montevideo, Elio made propo- 
sals of peace to the government of Bueiios Ay res, and 
terms were agreed upon in. November, 1811. Accord- 
ing to these terms, the Portuguese were to retire to their 
own territory, and the troops from Buenos Ayres were 
to evacuate La Banda Oriental as far as the river Uru* 
guaj. The siege of Montevideo was accordingly raised, 
but the Portuguese did not withdraw their troops ; thej 
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even committed hostilities in the territory of Rio de la 
Plata. 

The army of Peru suffered at this period another de* 
feat at Rio-Nazareno, near Suipacha ; and General Tris- 
tan, who commanded the vanguard of the royalists, took 
possession of the province of Salta. The government of 
Buenos Ayres was now in a dangerous position, not pos- 
sessing forces sufficient to reinforce the army of Peru, 
and at the same time oppose the Portuguese. Still Sar- 
ratea was sent against them with four thousand men : and 
General Belgrano, who commanded in Peru, received 
orders to retire to Tucuman. The Poituguese were 
alarmed at the approach of the troops from Buenos 
Ayres ; and the death of the minister Souza, happening 
at the same period, peace was proposed by his successor. 
Count de Las Galveas. Lieutenant-Colonel Redemaker 
was deputed to the government of Buenos Ayres^ with 
instructions to conclude an armistice, which was signed 
ID June, 1812. In consequence of this armistice, which 
had no specified limitation of time, the Portuguese with- 
drew from the territory of Buenos Ayres ; and amity 
being restored between both governments, they mutually 
guarantied their respective territories. 

A short time before the conclusion of the treaty, a con- 
spiracy against the new government had been discovered 
^at Buenos Ayres. The conspirators intended to put to 
death the members of the government, as well as those 
who contributed to support the revolution. Don M. AI- 
zaga, a rich merchant at Buenos Ayres, was the leader of 
the faction. The Portuguese envoy, Redemaker, had 
been solicited to join in the conspiracy ; but, being aware 
of the evils that might attend the plan, he intimated to 
the administration that a scheme was in contemplation* 
which, if carried into effect, might undermine the new 
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government. The wbole extent of tbe conspiracy wa» 
soon after discoFered ; tbe principal leaders were arrest- 
ed » tried, and condemned to death. Alzaga and twenty 
more, all Spaniards, were executed. 

Genera] Belgrano bad retired to Tucuman, according 
to the instructions he bad received from the government ; 
but, being closely pursued by Tristan, he would have 
continued his^ retrograde movements, had not the inha* 
bitants of Tucuman opposed him. They armed them- 
selves, and obliged him to keep his ground.(^.rjstan then 
attacked B^lgran^'s army on tbe 24th of ^ptember, 
J812; but was compelled to retreat, with the loss of 
/eleven hundred men killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
^ The appellation of Campo del Honor has since designa* 
ted this victorious field. 

Two assemblies were held during this period at Bue- 
nos Ay res, for the purpose of electing two new members 
jR)r the government. The first met on the 6th of April > 
1812, and nominated for one member, Don J. M. Puyr- 
redon, a very popular character. Tbe asseml>ly pro- 
ceeded to declare that the sovereignty of the province of 
Kiode la Plata rested in itself, and accordingly proposed 
to form a constitution. This was undoubtedly an over- 
atretch^ of power, and the assembly was dissolved by the 
government. The second assembly met on the 6th of 
October, 1812; and Don M. Medrano was tbe member 
they then elected. This second assembly seemed re- 
sblved to pursue the same steps as the preceding one ; 
but the municipality, people, and troops opposed their 
measures, and tbe assembly was dissolved by military 
force. A meeting of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres^ 
cabildo abierto^ was then convened, on the 8th of Octo- 
ber« 1812; and the administration was vested in Dbn N, 
Pena, Don J. J. Passo, and Don A. A. Jonte. 

The treaty which had been concluded between tbe 
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Captain-General Elio, and the government of Baenos 
A/res, was now broken ; and the government of Buenos 
Ayrea determined agaii^ to besiege Montevideo. The 
celebrated Mooasterio, who was director'of the military 
school at Madrid, in the reign of Charles the Fourth^ 
supplied the besiegers with cannon from the foundery he 
had erected at Buenos Ay res. Elio was succeeded in 
his command by Don G. Vigodet, who, having received 
a reinforcement of troops from Spain, had great hopes of 
overturning the junta of Buenos Ayres. In the middle 
of December, 1812, many divisions of troops had reach- 
ed Montevideo from Buenos Ayres, under the command 
of Rondeau. Yigodet gave them battle on the 31st of 
that month, but was repulsed with considerable loss. 
New reinforcements came from Buenos Ayres, and the 
town was regularly besieged, under the command of Don 
M. Sarratea. Some misunderstanding having, however, 
arisen between Artigas and Sarratea , the officers of the 
army sided with Artigas, and Sarratea was under the ne- 
cessity of quitting the army, and Rondeau assumed his 
command. 

The battle which was lost on the 31st of December, 
did not discourage Vigodet. He proposed to take ad- 
vantage of the superiority of h\i naval forces, and em- 
barked a considerable number of troops, ordering them 
to land on the coasts of Buenos Ayres, which they did 
at Parana, on the 13th of February, 1813. This land- 
ing was with the intent of procuring provisions, of which 
the besieged stood greatly in need. The government of 
Buenos Ayres, being apprized that th^se troops had land- 
ed, despatched Colonel San Martin with infantry and 
cavalry to oppose them. San Martin having with his 
cavalry come up to the enemy, gave them battle without 
vfraiting for the infantry, and obtained a complete victoiy 
at San I^renzO|:on the riv^r Paranit. 
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The army of Peru had received a reinforcemeDt, aiid 
Belgrano bad orders to attack toe rojalists ; .the battle of 
Saita was, io consequence, fought on the 20tb of Febru- 
ary, 1813, in w4iich the Spanish General Tristan.and all 
^ his army were made prisoners.) Tristan and Belgrano 
^ had formerly been on terms of intimacy ; and, from this 
consideration, Tristan was allowed to withdraw to Peru * 
with his army, previously taking an bath that neither he, 
nor those under his command, should ever again take 
arms against Buenos Ay res. Belgrano's generosity was 
Dot approved by the government, but disapprobation was 
too late. Tristan and his soldiers had already joined 
the division of troops commanded by Goyeneche, and 
were again preparing to take the field. The result of the 
battle of Salta, was the retaking the provinces of Potosi^ 
Charcas, Chayanta, and Cochabamba. 

The assembly called ConstUuyerUe met on the 31st of 
January, 1813, The Constituyente was composed of de- 
puties nominated by the electoral colleges of the towns 
and cities of the provinces of Rio de la Plata. The- 
sovereignty of this assembly was personally acknowledg- 
ed by each inhabitant. The government, which bad 
hitherto been called gobiemo superior ^ changed its appel- 
httion for that of supremo poder executive. Its members 
were Pena, Perez, and Jonte. The assembly decreed 
that every future child of a slave in Buenos Ayres should 
be free ; and enacted that the slaves from the adjacent 
provinces, and from every part of the world, who might 
come to Rio de la Plata, should immediately receive their 
emancipation. To extend as far as possible the spirit of 
this decree, the government formed a plan for manumit* 
ting a considerable number of slaves, without depriving 
the masters of their property in these slaves, or without 
obliging the government to pay down at once their full 
xalue. The plan did honour to those who had formed it| 
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an4 was wcniby et ajpprobatloD. It sti|wlat0d(tfaat every 
proprietor of slaves sboald be compelled to sell to the 
goveroment one of every three slaves ; and the price of 
those maDumitted was acknowledged as s^debt of the state. 
It would have been dangerous for the peace of the coun- 
try, and ruinous to the slaves themselves, to have left 
them masters of their own £aite. It was in consequence 
agreed that they should be formed into battalions ; but 
the officers, serg^eants, and corporals were to be white • 
men. They were to be clothed and fed by the govern^, 
ment, and to receive a gratuity of half a Spanish dollar a 
week?, 

Some Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, instigated by the 
royalists of Montevideo, planned a new conspiracy to 
overthrow the government. The conspirators were how- 
ever discovered, arrested, and tried ; and four of these un- 
fortunate men were executed. 

. In the month of August, 1813, the, assembly nominated 
Don G. Pozadas in the place of Don A. A. Jonte, whose 
time for sitting in the government, according to the esta- 
tuto, was now elapsed. The . assembly soon afler ap- 
pointed commissioners to travel in the provinces, empow- 
ering them to make the necessary reforms, especially in 
the financial department. The commissioners appointed 
were Don J. Ugarteche and Jonte, who accordingly set 
out for the interior* 

The army of Peru under Brigadier Pezuela, the succes- 
sor of Goyeneche, and that of Buenos Ayres under the 
command of Belgrano, met at Vilcapugio, in the north of 
J^otosi, and there had a desperate engagement. Belgrano 
retreated to Ayuina, in the north of Chuquisaca, and« be- 
ing closely pursued by the royalists, a second battle was 
fought at the end of November, 1813. The troops/rom 
Buenos Ayres were completely defeated^ but Pezuela, in 
bis official communication to the viceroy pf Lima, Q&m. 
14 
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•% juttirRNite of praise to their gallant conduct Tlie 
rojralists became again possessed of £1 Alto Peru, and 
e?en of Tarija and Salta. 

Tlfese defeats excited great alarm in Buenos Ayres, 
where troops were m a state of requistliony both to rein* 
force the army of Peru, and to carrj on the siege of 
Montevideo. The public mind was wavering as to the 
issue of the present contest, and the strength of the go* 
remment was considerably lessened. Under these cir- 
' cumstances the members of the government proposed tt- 
change which, by concentrating power, should give ad-^ 
ditional strength. The government of three, which had 
greatly retarded public affairs, was accordingly annulled 
by the assembly on the 31st December, 1813, and DonO. 
Posadas appointed to the executive power, receiving the 
appellation ef supretno diredar. Seven members were 
likewise nominated as a council for the supreme director. 
The three secretaries of state were members of this coun- 
cil. 

Colonel. San Martin succeeded Belgrano, who was or- 
dered to be tried in consequence of the last defeat. Ban 
Martin marched to l*ucuman with troops and ammunition, 
and there disciplined a new army^ which in a few months 
amounted to three thousand five hundred men. He like- 
wise formed the guerillas into different corps ; and by 
their means be succeeded In intercepting the oommuni* 
cation between the different divisions of the royalist 
.troops, and in harassing those who foraged ; thus depriving 
tiie army of provisions, &c. Pezuela was under the ne* 
cesslty of abandoning SalU, Tarija, and part of the Alti 
Peru. The guerillas of Cochabamba, which were com* 
manded by the Spaniard Alvarez de Arenales, contributed 
Auch to these partial successes. 

Don Juan Larrea, secretary of finances, bad formed a 
plan to raise a naval force capable of opposing that of the 
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royalists, in which he succeeded. These feices were 
composed of two brigs^ three corvettes, and one 8cbeoner» 
all armed, and having troops on board ; and were pot 
under the command of Brown, ad English merchant at 
Buenos Ay res. Brown sailed with his little flotilla, and 
had an engagement with some Spanish ships, near the 
fsland of Martingarcia, in the month of April, 1814. No- 
thing decisive followed this engagement; but on the 2Mik 
of the following May another engagement took place in 
lace of Montevideo, in which Brown succeeded in taking 
two corvettes, and in setting fire to two others. The 
remnant of the royal ships escaped, and from this time. 
Brown commenced the blockade of Montevideo. 

Some difference having formerly arisen between Arti- 
.gaa and Rondeau; the f<mner wittidrew his troops bwn 
the siege. General San Martinis health was impaired, 
and he demanded leave of absence. - Rondeau was then: 
appointed his successor, and the siege of Montevideo was 
intrusted to Colonel Alvear, who set out with a reinforce- 
ment of troops fropa Buenos Ayres. Alvear secredy cor* 
responded with some officers of the garrison of Montevi- 
deo, and by them he was informed that the town could 
not hold out long, being in want of provisions. Vigodet 
soon after determined to capitulate. Different envoys 
were sent to the camp of Aivear, and the following arti* 
cles of capitulation were agreed upon : 1st, That the gar- 
rison should be allowed to embark for Spain. 2dly, The 
troops of Buenos Ayres were to take possession of Mon- 
tevideo, till the result of the deputation was known which 
the assembly was intending to send to Spain. Alvear 
then proceeded to take possession of the town, which he 
did in June, 1814. The prisonei's amounted to five thou- 
sand five hundred ; eleven thousand muskets were found 
in the town, besides an immense park of artillery and 
military stores. Vigodet was permitted to embark for 
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Spain, bat the garrison was distributed through the inte« 
rior provinces of Rio de la Plata, excepting those soldier^ 
who enlisted in the army. The government consequent- 
ly did not comply with the whole of the capitulation en- 
tered into with the Spaniards ; for which they assigned 
Yarious reasons. One peculiarly deserving of notice was^ 
their asserted right of retaliation for Tristan and (xoyen- 
eche^s breach of fsEith. 

Artigas now demanded that the town of Montevideo 
should be delivered to him, as being chief of La Banda 
Oriental. The government of Buenos Ayres refused to 
accede to this demand ; and to oppose his^ attempts, 
some divisions of the army were left in that part of the 
country. The command of these corps was given to Co- 
lonel Soler, the newly -elected governor of Montevideo. 

Alvear, taking advantage of the influence which the 
taking of Montevideo had given him, obtained the ap- 
pointment of general in chief of the army of Pehi, and 
was already marching to join the army with powerful re- 
inforcements. But Rondeau endeavoured to prevent his 
taking the command, and in this he was seconded by the 
troops. Alvear received the intelligence of the army of 
Peru being against him while he was in the province of 
Cordova, and was obliged to return to Buenos Ayres. He 
now solicited the appointment of supreme director, and 
obtained it in January, 1815, Posadas having previously 
resigned. These transactions gave rise to anarchy. The 
ahny of Peru refusing to acknowledge Alvear as supreme 
director, a schism arose in the provinces, some declaring 
for Alvear, others for Rondeau. Neither Alvear nor Ron- 
deau, however, commilted hostilities against each other ; 
but the communication between Buenos Ayres and many 
of the provinces was actually closed. 

About this period J. Rivera, one of Artigas's generals* 
defeated the troops of Buenos Ayres commanded by Go- 
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lonel Dorrego ; aikL Soler was m eooMquence ordered im 
withdraw from Mootevideo with the remnant of hif 
troops. Artigas then took possession of Montevideo, and 
being determined to cany on the war in the province of 
Buenos Ayres, he marched to the town of Santa Fe, whicb 
be took. Alvear sent two thousand men, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier Viana and Colonel Alvarez, to check 
the progress of Artigas. Alvarez took advantage of this 
appointment to declare against Alvear,and having arrest* 
ed the commander in chief, he openly favoured Artigas's 
plan of overthrowing Alvear. Jonte now arrived from 
the army in Peru with instructions to insist on Alvear re- 
nouncing the supreme authority. Alvear at last acknow- 
ledged that he could no longer rule a people whom his 
ambition for power had displeased, and withdrew from 
the city, sending in his resignation. The people collect- 
ed in crowds, and having been informed of the determi- 
nation of Alvarez, who was returning to Buenos Ayres, 
loudly exclaimed against Alvear. This revolt tool^ plac*^ 
on the 15th of April, 1815. , 

A public meeting of the inhabitants was convened, and 
there the authority of Alvear, and even that of the assem- 
bly, were disowned. The municipality was in conse- 
quence intrusted with the supreme command. Alvear 
retired to the distance of one league from the city, where 
the troops were assembled, and still remained under bis 
command. It was reported that he intended to attack 
the city, and accordingly the municipality ordered every, 
citizen to arms, and likewise ordered the arrest of Al- 
▼ear*s wife, and of Larrea, and other members of the 
assembly. Deputies were now sent to Alvear to persuade 
him to resign the command of the troops, in which they suc- 
ceeded. An accommodation accordingly took place, and 
Alvear was allowed to embark in an English frigate com.- 
14» 
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manded by the Honoanble Captaih Percy, wbo oAered 
his senrices as mediator aad guanntee <m this occasioii. 

' The muDicipality formed a jaDta which was called de 
cbtervaeUm. The legislative power was vested id this 
juDta, and a new estatuo, or proWncial oonstitatioo, pob- 
lished. Roodeaa was at the same time nominated by the 
mmicipality supreme director of the state ; bat Ron- 
dean's military command attaching him to the army. Co- 
lonel Alvarez was appointed hia^abstitute. The" atten- 
tion of the new government was fixed on the trial which 
was shortly to take place of the members who had com- 
posed the late administration. The newspapers were fill- 
ed with invectives against them ; secret accusations be- 
came frequent, and the number of persons arrested 
amounted to more than twenty. Cokmel Paillardei was 
tried and condemned to death. The sentence passed 
upon him was enforced; but it highly displeased tb6 inba- 
bitents of Buenos Ayres ; and the new government in con- 
sequence contented itself with the exile of those who still 
remained in their power. 

Brown, wbo bad obtained the rank of admiral after the 
capture of Montevideo, now proposed to sail, with tbe na- 
val forces under bis command, for tbe South Seas, where 
he would have the opportunity of greatly annoying tbe 
Spanish commerce. Tbe government acquiesced in this 
scheme, and Brown's flotilla sailed accordingly at the end 
of the year 1815. This naval expedition was at first 
crowned with much success, but Brown's ship running on tbe 
sands near the coast of Guayaquil, it was captured by the 
Spaniards. Fortunately the new governor of Guayaquil, 
wbo was on his way fi:om Paynama, bad been taken pri- 
soner som^ days before by Brown's cruisers, and an ex* 
change was proposed and accepted. Brown captured 
many ships during bis station in the South Seas ; he 
'^Hit sonjie pf them to Buenos Ayres, and at length sailed 
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to the H«rcvle« for tbe-Norlli Sea, baviog on board a rkh 
bo&tf. A British ship of war, the Brazeo, captured 
Brown io his voyage to North Americaf and carried his 
aAiip into Aottgua, which was condemoed under pietehce 
Ihat she had violated the laws of oaTigation. 

When the members of the administration bad removed 
those whom thej considered adverse to their views, they 
tomed tbeir attention to Art^as, who still held posjsessioo 
of Santa Fe. An expedition was sent, under the com^ 
mand of Viamont, to dispossess him of the town ; he 
attacked Artigas, but was defeated and made prisoner. 
Some time after, the army of Peru was beaten by the 
loyalists under Pezuela, who had received reinforcements 
from Spain. This was the battle of Sipe-sipe, fought in 
November, 181 6; and in consequence of which Cbarcas, 
Potosi, and Tarija', fell a third time into the power of the 
royal forces. 

Alvarez convoked a new congress of the representa- 
tives of the province, but, before it assembled, a popular 
"com motion dispossessed him of the supreme command, 
-which he then held in consequence of Rondeau's ab- 
.sence. Balcarce was then appointed supreme director, 
but he was soon after removed, and the administration 
placed in the hands of a committee. The new congress 
which had assembled jn Tucuman proceeded immediate- 
ly to appoint a supreme director. The nomination fell 
on Don J. M. Puyrredon, who is in high estimation in that 
country ; and he assumed the reins of government, to 
the great joy of the inhabitants,, already wearied by re* 
peated revolutions. Puyrredon gave tbe command of 
the army of Peru to General Belgrano, and sent rein- 
forcements to the troops which, under San Martin, Were , 
defending the frontiers of Buenos Ay res which border on 
Chili. ^ • 

The coi^resa announced tbe independence of the pro^ 
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Tificeso/Rio de la Plata, on the. 9th of Julj, 1816. The 
following is their formal declaration of independence : 

<^ We, the representatives of the united provinces of 
Rip de la Plata, assembled in a general congress, implor- 
ing the Supreme Being, who presides over the universe* 
calling on heaven, earth, and men, to witness the justice 
of our cause, in the name and by^ the authority of the 
people we represent, do declare solemnly, that it is the 
unanimous will of the said provinces to break off all ties 
which united them to the kings of Spain, to be reinstated 
in all those rights of which they were deprived, and thut 
to be raised to the high rank of an independent and free 
nation, capable henceforth of forming foi^ themselves such 
a government as justice and circumstances imperiously 
call for. . We are, therefore, empowered by the united 
provinces at lai^e, and by each one separately, to de- 
clare and engage, that they will support this independ- 
ence. Their lives, property, and fame, shall be their 
guarantee. 

** Out of respect for the nations whom our fate may in- 
terest, and feeling the necessity of declaring the weighty 
reasons which impel' us thus to act, we decree, that a 
manifesto shall be published. 

'* Given ii| the hall of our sessions, signed by our own 
hand, sealed with the seal of the congress, and witnesseijd 
by our secretaries. 

<« F. N. D£ LAPRIDAS, PresideDt. 
" M. BOEDO, Vice-President. 
"J.M.SERRANO, >s^^^,,, 
"J.J.PASSO, J o«v.^utne.. 

Portugal long since formed the plan of extending her 
American possessions as farcas Rio de la Plata. Since 
the emigration of the royal family, this plan had been 
frequently reconsidered ; and it was on that account that 
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the "Portuguese government so eagerly seized tbe oppor- 
tunity of sending out an expedition, when Elio implored 
its aid in 1811. Among those banished from Buenos 
Ayres, in consequence of the revolution on tbe 16th of 
April, 1815, there were many who encouraged the Por- 
tuguese to pursue their favourite plan ; namely, Alvear, 
Garcia, and H^rrera. They sent for troops to Lisbon, 
and an encampment was made at Rio Grande. When 
the troops had assembled to the numbel* of ten thousand 
men, the Portuguese general Lecor invaded the Banda 
Oriental on two different sides. One part of his troops, 
under the command of General Curado, took the road of 
Las Missiones de los Guaranips, the other part took pos- 
session of tbe fort SaiJla Teresa, Rocha, San Carlos, and 
Maldonado. General Lecor had fixed bis head quarters 
at the last port in December, 1816. 

Artigas determined to oppose the invaders. He is the 
intend of independence ; as a proof of which, be refused 
tbe oSers of tbe Spanish government, which would have 
made bim brigadier, to induce him to espouse the royal 
eause. Artigas is considered as an oracle by bis country* 
men, and great hopes of success are entertained from hie 
opposition. He obtained at first some advantages over 
tbe division commanded by Curado ; but General Lecor 
having advanced to Montevideo, the garrison evacuated 
that place, and tbe municipality sent a deputation to of- 
fer to him the keys of the town. Lecor entered Monte- 
video on the 20th of January, 1817, and he still possess- 
ed it in May last, though greatly harassed by Artigas's 
guerillas, who occupy the country around, and prevent 
the town from being supplied with provisions from the 
interior. These guerillas have lately dislodged the Por* 
tugiiese from tbe battery called Del Cerro, which com- 
mands the town and tbe bay. The military operations 
of the Portuguese have besides been checked by the in* 
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furrectiOD wbicb broke out in Pemambaoo in last April, 
and by the hostile preparations of the goveraoient of 
Buenos Ayres, whicb^ by the last acooants, was about to 
act against them. 

The armj which protected the boundaries between 
the provmces of Rio de la Plata and Chili, crossed the 
Andes about the middle of January, and look possession 
of the provinces of Chili, after having defeated the roy- 
aKsts in many encounters. About the same time the- 
loyal army in Peru, suffering much from diseases and 
want of provisions, began to~ abandon the advantageous 
positions it had taken up in the valley of Tujui. One of 
the divisions of the royalists was then defeated at Tarn- 
paraes. After this check the whole army was retreatii^ 
to Potosi, and one of the divisions of the independents^, 
under the command of Colonel Guemes, attacked its rear* 
guard in Humagiia, and took three hundred prisonen end 
six pieces of artillery. . 
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eHAPTER 11. 

ittfvolnliofi ^ CkOi'-^eeimg rf ihe eongr^m.^^Ekuui' 
menu cftiu congnst.-^Dmoluiimnif the cangrea 6y Ifte 
juakL.'^lnDWon by the raycdiii troops from Uima.'^ 
IntermtdMXetvenU^andvkkM^ 
royaUit espeddtion^-^TheeomUryc^mngoipoMieiiUm of 
hy the patrioU frvm Buenos jf yrti^ tnufar General Sim 
Marlm. 

THE^captain-generalsbip of Chili is situate betwees 
the Andes and the Pacific Ocean ; bounded on the north 
hy Peru, on the east by the provinces of Rio de Itf Plata^ 
and on the south by Arauco, from which it is separated 
by the river Biobio. It (contains a population of eight., 
hundred thousand persons,' who inhabit the two intenden- 
cias of Santiago and La Concepcion.* The population 
of Santiago, which is the capital, exceeds forty thousand 
persons. 

The inhabitants of Santiago compelled the Captain- . 
general Carrasco, on the 18th of July, 1810, to resign , 
his command); and Count de la Conquista was appointed 
to succeed him. Under the administration of the count, 
a plan for revolution was developed, and the most re- 
spectable landholders, being called together by the cap- 
tain-general, assembled in the hall of the consulado, on 
the 18tb of September, 1810. This assembly, taking 
Into consideration the existing situation of the peninsula, 
appointed those whom, upon mature delibeiition, they 

* The principal proYioces of these intendenclaf are, Gopiapo, 
Coquimbo, Gu&sco, Qnillota, Acoocafua, Santiago, MeKpUln, 
ValparaiiOi Rancagva, Talcai Chillaa, Laxa, and Conoepciqa 
dePenco* 
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Judged most proper to form a Dew government more suit- 
able to existing circumstances. The president of the 
new government was the Count de la Conquista. 

The junta of Chili summoned deputies to form a con- 
gress, and for this purpose they circulated the act pre- 
-acribing the method to be pursued by the municipalities 
in the election of representatives. The({>eople of Santi- 
ago assemble^on the 1st of^pril, 181 1» that they might 
/elect the representatives for that capital ; and a detach- 
ment of troops was stationed in the square of the consula- 
do to preserve order J This detachment belonged tothe 
battaUpn of infantry of La Concepcion, which was entire- 
ty devoted to Don J. Figueroa, a Spaniard, who now 
commanded it Figueroa, though employed by the 
Junta, and generally considered as attached to the revo- 
lutionary party, had, in truth, raised a faction against it ; 
and, taking advantage of the circumstances attending the 
election, renounced his allegiance to the junta* A skir- 
mish ensued between the partisans of Figueroa and the 
troops that were still faithful to the junta. Fifty-six men 
were killed in this engagement ; but victory declared for 
the junta. The principal conspirators were seized and 
banished ; Figueroa was executed, the audiencia dissolv- 
ed, and a court called de apelacion established in the 
place of the audiencia. 

Remonstrances were made against the number of mem- 
bers forming the congress, which was considered too 
numerous. It was likewise asserted that many members 
had been elected in an illegal manner. The elections 
had, in fact, been made by the people, but according to 
the act passed by the juiita, fixing the number of repre- 
sentatives to be sent by each municipality. The result 
of the election thus made was, that there was no propor- 
tion between the population of some towns, and the num- 
ber of representatives allowed them by the act Three 
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brothers, named Carrera, sods of a weattbj hndhofder in 
Santiago, put themselves at the bea<J of the discontented, 
among vrbom were the military stationed in that city, 
and loudly called for reform ; this &appen4*d in Septem* 
ber, 1811. The necessity of reform was acknowledged, 
and tranquillity was restored, by the congress promising- 
that Santiago should, in future, have only half their for* 
mer number of representatives, and that those from La 
Concepcion should be newly elected. These promises 
were complied with, and this reform having taken place 
in the congress, its sessions were resumed and opened by 
tbeir decreeing that the Spaniards, who were disaffected 
to the new government, should leave the country within 
six months ; this time was allowed them to dispose of' 
their property. A recapitulation is made in this decree 
of the causes which induced Chili to form a separate go- 
vernment ; and the different conspiracies are likewise 
enumerated which the Spaniards had planned to over* 
throw it. Tiie congress enacted besides that the curates 
should no longer receive any emolument from their pa- 
«^ishioners, for the performance of their clerical duties ; 
but^he public treasury was to provide for their support* 
The future children of slaves were declared free; and 
those slaves who should come to Chili were to become 
freemen at the end of six months. Liberty of commerce 
was likewise decreed, with a few exceptions, which 
were deemed necessary for the prot^ection of a manufac- 
tory which they had in Chili for baize, and another for 
coarse hempen cloth. In the municipalities were many 
who occupied places purchased of the government, which 
was established by the laws of the Indies ; but the con- 
gress annullfid the ancient law on this subject, and de 
creed that the municipalities should henceforth be com* 
posed of members annually elected. Many offices under 
the administration, which were considered useless, wer6 
Id 
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svppi^essed, and even the salaries of those who retained 
their places reduced. A manufactory of firearms, ^ 
Inathematical school, and a mil itaiy school, styled aWt/- 
hria practica^ were likewise established. The junta 
was invested with nearly the same powers which the 
captaiuigeneral of Chili had possessed befor# the revola- 
lion ; the congress, however, retained that of giving com* 
pnissions to superior officers in the army. Ferdinand^s 
)iead was still continued on the coin ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the inclination of the congress to break the chain which 
Vnked Chili to the mother country, Abascal, the vicieroy 
of Lima, remained yet on terms of amity with the con- 



The Honourable Mr. Fleming, brigadier in the Spa- 
nish service, touched at Chili, in his way to Lima, on 
the S7th of July, 1811. Mr. Fleming, during his stay in 
Valparaiso, addressed many letters to the congress, in 
which he asked, in the name of the Spanish government, 
that deputies should be sent to the cortes. Having reach- 
ed Lima, he again addressed the congress in a letter 
dated the 3d of October, 1811. In this letter he advises the 
congress to give up all hopes of success in the objects they 
were aiming at, for tbe British cabinet, he said, highly dis- 
approved of the revolution. This assertion was, however, 
officially Contradicted by Lord Strangford, the British 
ambassador at Rio Janeiro, in a letter addressed to tbe 
government of Buenos Ayres, on the 13th of September, 
1813, by order, and in the name of the British govera- 
nent. 

The Carreras, being encouraged by the happy result 
on the 4th of September, formed a plan for placing them- 
selves at the head of the government. One of them was 
isajor in the grenadiers, another a captata tn the artillery. 
-Having succeeded in gaining an ascendency over tbe men 
Id ibw different corps, they put them^elres at the bead 
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of tfae troops on the 15th of Norember» 1811, and com- 
pelled the. congress to depose the members which com* 
posed the junta, and to nominate in their slead three new 
members, one of whom was Don J. M. Carreva. The 
junta decreed that a new regiment of cavahy, which wa^ 
called gran guardia nacionali should be formed ; and J . 
M^ Carrera wan appointed colonel of it, that they might 
the better succeed in keeping their usurped power. Thu» 
strengthened, the junta proceeded to dissolve the congress, 
which tbej did on the id of December, 1811. 

The new junta was entirely biassed by the Carreras, 
to whom the young military were likewise devoted^ 
Tbey ruled without control ; and, notwithstanding theac* 
kn<iwledgment of king Ferdinand which had been made 
by the preceding government, they changed the l^anisb 
for a tri-coloured flag. The Carreras did not peaceably 
enjoy their usurped power ; they were threatened with 
jbuf 9onspiracieft, which however they succeeded in sup- 
plressiog. Differences likewise arose between tb^ bco* 
tbers,. which induced J. M. Carrera to withdraw from the 
government, and the administration rested for a time 
solely with his associates ; but a reconciliation having t^* 
ken place between them» J. M. Carrera resumed his lor* 
mer situation on the 27th October, 1812. 

The viceroy of Lima, availing himself of the discord 
that reigned at Chili, ordered Brigadier Pareja to attack 
the country with a body of troops. Pareja landed, in the 
beginning of the year 1813, on the shore of SanvicentCi 
not far from the port of Talcahuano, which he attacked 
and took possession of without much resistance. He then 
<^vanced as far as the city of La Concepcion, where bis^ 
army was strengthened by the garijiscin there stationed 
declaring for him. Pareja's forces amounted to nearly 
4,000 men, and they continued th^ir march towards thtt 
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Maule, a river which serves as a boundaiy to the intea-i 
dencias of Santiago and La Concepcion. 
' IntelligeDce being received of Pareja's invasion, J. M« 
Carrera left his brother Don Juan Jose in his place in the 
government, and marched into the field at the bead of six 
tbousand men. Carrera approached the royalists, and, io 
fbe night of the 12th April, sent a detachment of troops 
with the object of surprising their encampment at Yerbas^ 
buenas. This scheme succeeded, an^ the royalists suf* 
fered severely at first ; but recovering from their surprise^ 
^nd the patriots being but a small detachment from the 
army, they made great havoc in it. Pareja was nevertfae* 
less deterred firom continuing the campaign, and retired 
to Chilian, where he fortified himself. The garrisons left 
by Pareja in Talcabuano and La Concepcion were incoQ- 
siderable, and their chiefs escaped to Peru at the approach 
of the patriots, who thus recovered those places. 

The junta now sent Juan J. Carrera to the army» and 
were thus freed from the influence of both brothers. J« 
M. Carrera's place was filled by another. The junta then 
consisted of Don J. A. Perez, Don A. Eyzaguirie, aDci 
Don M. Infante, and they determined to hold their ses- 
sions nearer to the theatre of war, in the town of Talca^ 
situate on the Maule, where they might better watch over 
the safety of the country. The army continued under the 
command of J. M. Carrera, who ruled without . control 
over the country where his troops were stationed ; but 
the people growing weary of his despotism, as well as of 
the devastation cominitted by his army, openly declared, 
throughout the whole intendencia of La Concepcion', for 
the royalists. Carrera proved himself likevf ise an unskil- 
ful general, and th^ g^emment determined to repiove 
him. Colonel O'Uiggins was then appointed commander 
i^ chief of the army, and Colonel M'Kenoa second ijv 
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command. These appoiDtmenta were made on tbe 24tb 
of Norember, 1813. Carrera refused to resign his corn- 
mand, bat the armj declaring for 0*Miggins> he was 
ofohged to yield ; and retumrng afterwards to Santiago^ 
accompanied by his brother Lais, both were made pri- 
soners by a detachment of royah'sts, and conducted to 
Chilian. 

The royal forces remained at Chilian nearly i year, 
during which period no engagement of Consequence took 
place. ^ Brigadier Galnza brought reinforcements from 
Lima, and took the command of the army, in consequence 
of the death of Pareja. The troops from Chili were di- 
vided into two brigades ; the one, commanded by O'Hig- . 
gins, was at La Concepcidn ; the other, under tbe com- 
mand of M*Kenna, was encamped at El Membrillal, four 
leagues from Chilian. This brigade uainza attacked on 
the ]9tb of March, 1814, and was repulsed with loss. 
Another engagement took place on the following day be- 
tween Gainza and O^Higgins, who came to the support, 
of M^enna ; and here again the royalists suffered se- 
verely. But, notwithstanding this last check, Gainza de- 
termined to march against Santiago, which was almost 
defenceless; and O'Higgins's troops being in waht of 
cavalryi strengthened his hopes of success, for they were 
in consequence unable to keep up with the rapidity of 
Gainza's movements. The royal troops took the road to 
Santiago, and had already crossed the Made, sixty leagues 
from that capital, when OHiggins encamped on the op- 
posite side of the river. In the night O^Higgins quitted 
the camp, but without destroying the encampment, and 
crossed the Maule. At daybreak Gainza was so much 
surprised at seeing an encampment before him, and an 
army in bis rear, that he gave up his plan, and changed 
his position. . He retired to Talca, which town he bad 
taken aome days before. O'Higgins then opened a coin> 
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jnuiucation with Saatiago, and intercepted that of the 
enemy with Cbiilaa. 

, The capture of Talca by the rojralists was attributed 
to a want of energy in the junta ; the members of which 
bad returned to Santiago some dajs before^ withdrawing 
from Talca part of the garrison to escort them in their 
way. A revolution in consequence took place in Santia- 
go, the junta was dissolved, and the government was in- 
trusted to Don F. de la Lastra, who was then governor of 
Valjparaiso ; and he was styled supreme director. Cap- 
tain Hillydr, of his Britannic majesty's frigate the Phoebe^ 
arrived at that time from Lima with instructions from the 
▼iceroy to propose terms of accommodation to the go- 
vernment of Chili. Lastra called a meeting of the princi- 
pal persons at Santiago, to announce to them Captain - 
Hillyar*s mission |*and it was agreed that the supreme 
director should propose terms of capitulation to the Span- 
ish general Qainza. The capitulation was concluded on 
the 5th of May, 1814. It was stipulated that Gainz* 
should re-embark for Lima, with Ills troops, within two 
months ; that he should leave the placed he then occupied 
in the province of La Concepcion in the same state of mili- 
tary defence as he had found them ; tbat the viceroy of 
Lima should acknowledge the government of Chili, and 
all the innovations which it had made ; and that ChiK 
should send a certain number^ of deputies to Spain, who 
were to have seats in the cortes. Two colonels weie 
given as hostages on each side, and peace was for a time 
restored ; but Gainza delayed to comply with the articles 
of the treaty, under various pretences, until Genend Oso* 
lio arrived with reinforcements from Lima. 

J. M. Carrera and his brother Luis had made their ea* 
cape from Chilian, and were earnestly employed in giv- 
mg new energy to their party. By mesffis of their parti- 
eans» the Carreraa succeeded in bobing the tro«{>«^ atef 
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tioned at Santiago, and deposed Lastra on the 23d of 
August, 1814, They re-established the Junta, and Don 
J. M. Carrera, Don M. Munos Ursua, and Don J. Urive 
were 4be members elected^ Though the inhabitants of 
Santiago had no particular attachment for Lastra, thejr 
highly d]8ap|)royed of this new revolution, which had 
again placed the Carreras at the head of the government j 
and the return of General O'Higgins, who was in Talca 
with his army, was immediately desired. O'Higgins 
marched towards the capital ^ and a few skirmishes took 
place soon after between his and Carrera's troops ; and 
they were on the eve of engaging in i decisive battle^ 
when a person deputed by General Osorto, who had suc- 
ceeded Gainza in (he command of the royal army, arrived 
at Santiago. This deputy announced that the Ticerojr 
Abascal disapproved of the capitulation. 

The present danger of the country put an end to the 
civil war. O'Higgins, to stop discord, submitted to the 
authority of the junta. Carrera made new regulations i^ 
the army, being, desirous of displacing those whom he 
considered obnoxious to him ; and he therefore dismissed 
a considerable number who happened to be the very best 
officers in the service. Discontent arose among the sol- 
diers, and innumerable desertions took place. Carrera 
retired to Santiago, leaving the army under the command 
of O'Higgins. General Osorio, at the head of. ibiir 
thousand men, advanced as far aa Cachapaal, when 
O'Higgins shut himself up at Raneagua, twenty^three 
leagues from Santiago, and was there besieged. Osorio 
attached the town, and an engagement eaaued whidi 
lasted thirty-six hours. During the engagement Carrera 
approached the town with reinforoeaaentSy and Osoria 
was already movii^ to recrosa the Cai:hapual» leaving 
two hwidred men engaged with the patriots to cover hia 
uteaL Caneitt, ttotvithstandinigt did not tnier the 
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town, and fell back on Santiago, and then Osorio return* 
ed to the attack. O'Higgins, having lost two thirds of 
bis troops, determined to evacuate the town, and, opening 
to himself a way through the lines of the enemy, was re- 
tiring to the capital with two hundred of his dragoons, 
but he wa% obliged to alter his plan on account of the 
conduct of the Carreras. 

The Carreras thought only of escaping, though they 
bad under their command in Santiago fifteen hundred 
troops. Many depredations were committed by the 
soldiers before they quitted the capital, the inhabitants of 
which, being exasperated at such conduct, assembled, 
and sent deputies to Osorio, calling for his support to re- 
establish order. In the mean time more than two thou- 
sand emigrants from Chili arrived at Mendoza, the boun- 
dary of Chili and Buenos Ayres, and among them six 
hundred troops under J. M. Carrera. , Osorio took, witb- 
) out opposition, Santiago, Valparaiso, and other principal 
towns ; and thus the captain-generalship of Chili fell 
again into the power of the king's forces at the end of 
October, 1814. Many persecutions, arrests, and punish^ 
ments followed ; and a great number of patriots were 
sent to the desert island of Juan Fernandez, one hundred 
and twenty leagues from the coast. 
/To prevent the royalists from pursuing their success, 
ttie government of Buenos Ayres sent to Mendoza some 
troops, which were united to those which bad withdrawn 
from Chili, under the command of Brigadier San Martin. 
These troops were gradually increased to the number of 
four thousand, whicb San Martin took great car(( to dis- 
cipline. Thus prepared, and being aware of the dis- 
« content which reigned throughout all the provinces of 
.Chili in consequence of the oppressive conduct of the 
Spanish governors, be invaded the country about the 
middle of January, 1817. The army was difidad mt^ 
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two bodies, one of which was commanded bj Briga- 
dier Don £. Soler, and the other by Brigadier O'Higgins* 
The. obstacles which opposed the crossing of the Andes,; 
and the enemy fortified in the principal defiles, being 
overcome, the patriots occupied Aconeagua, Santarosa, 
/ifnd other points on the high road, which the enemy had 
abandoned. The royalists took up their position in. 
Cbacabuco, a hill of difficult access, which oiferlooks the 
plain of Santarosa, and throus;b which passes the onljr' 
road to Santiago, from which city it is thirteen leagues 
distant. San Martin, without waiting for the arrival of 
bis artillery, attacked thembn the morning of the 12th of 
February ^aiid, notwithstanding their numerous cavalry, 
ind fifteen hundred good infantry, dislodged them front 
their positions, killed six hundred, and made about the 
satnrnumber prisoners. The remaining troops dispersed, 
and the captain-general^arco, who commanded in the 
battle,Q(ras made prisoner near Valparaiso. San Martin 
. advaoced to Santiago, where a congress of the principal 
inhabitants now assembled, which elected the same Ge- 
neral San Martin a^ supreme director of ChilL He, how- 
ever, refusing to accept that appointment, the congress 
elected Brigadier O'Higgins, who at present rules over 
that country. The glorious success of this campaign, 
which has placed all tb^ provinces of Chili in the posses- 
sion of the patriots, is in great part the result of the wise 
B^easures and uncommon activity of General San Martin. 
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PART IV. 

THE REVOLUTION IN MEXICO. 



Conclustan of the whole, ^'^onmencemeni of ike revolvtum 
in the town of Dolores^ instigcUed by the prieft HidaU 

' go.-^He marches against Mexico with one hundred 
^untsdnd'men.'^^Bc^tle of Aculeo.^-^Hidalgo retreaie <a 
{huMUixdrd.' — BcUtle of El Puente de Calderon.'^ 
Hidalgo made prisoner with his stcff, — Rayon^ a to»» 
yer^ forms a junta in Zitaijuaro. — Capture of Zitaquaro 
hf CedlejaSyOndhis decree to destroy the town, — Vict^* 
riee of the patriot Mordos.-^iege of^uautld Ami^Mts' 
hy CaU^a,'''*^bHq%ient operations ofMoretos.^^Assem^ 
lling of the congress. — Morelos made prisoner,'^ Inter* 
eepted documents. — Last events. — Conclusion. ' 

The viccroyalty of New Spain is divided into two cajK 
tain* generalships and two comandancias generates. TIm 
captain generalsbips are Mexico and Yucatan. Tb< 
comandancias generates are, provincias internas orientates 
and provincias internas occidentals. The authority of 
the viceroy extends through the whole viceroyalty, 
though in military affairs the captain-general of Yucatan 
acts independently of him. The viceroyalty is subdi- 
vided into twelve intendencias, which are Mexico, Pue- 
bla, Oaxaca, Vera Cruz, Merida de Yucatan, Guadalaxa* 
ra^ GoanaxoatOi Durango, San Luis Potosi, Sqnora, Val* 
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kdolid de Meckoacan, lind Zacfeittcat. The conrtgioii- 
ento de Q^jeretaro and the gobieroo de TIascala axe in 
the vicerojaltj of Nenr Spaio, but are distinct territories^ 
and oot comprehended in the division of the twelve in? 
tendencias. The /population ot Mexico amounts to six / 
millions ; that of the capital alone to one hundred and/ 
iorty thousand.) 

Mexico had enjoyed an apparent tranquilHty since the 
conspiracy of the Spaniards against the viceroy Iturriga* 
niy. The /central junta bad placed the civil power of/ 
the viceroyalty in the hands of the archbishops who was. 
universally beloved on account of bis moderate and mild 
conduct. Iturrigaray had been deposed merely because 
he appeared to favour the plan of establishing a junta for 
the government of the viceroyalty when Spain was inva* 
ded by the French, and deprived of a monarch's sway. 
The Spaniards, who had defeated Iturrigaray's plan, 
were become unpopular from intoxication of success; 
when, to increase their delirium, intelligence arrived that ^ 
the central junta had lavished on them the highest ho- 
nours. 

The situation in which the Mexicans found themselves 
became insupportable when the good archbishop was re- 
moved from his command ; and the members of the 
audiencia, whom they considered as their most violent 
enemies, appointed to succeed him in his government, as 
viceroy, until the arrival of Don J. Venegas, who was 
nominated viceroy by the regency of Cadiz. 

When Iturrigaray was deposed, the troops, which were 
constantly stationed between Mexico and Vera Cruz la 
time of war, to prevent any attack on the coast from the 
British cruisers, were ordered into the interior. The 
cavalry regimeot de la Reyna was sent to Qperetara. 
Three captains, Allende, Aldama, and Abasolo» who 
served in that regiment, were natives of San Miguel el. 
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Grande, a town near Goaoaxoato, morejUian seventy 
leagt|es north of Mexico, and friends of^pori>Miguet' Hi> 
dalgo^j Costilla, a resident clergyman or curate^ in the 
lown of Dolores, wl^ich is situate near San Miguel el 
Grande and Groanaxoato; in the intendencia of Goanaxo- 
ato. Hidalgo enjoyed a valuable living<! in Dolores/aad 
wasW man of distinguished talents, and better informed 
than the g^erality of the clergy in Nevr Spain. He 
had gained the afiipction of the Indians, whom be had 
taken great care to instruct. Having observed the dis- 
like to the Spaniards which reigned throughout the vice- 
toyalty, Hidalgo, it is said, laid a plan for an insurrection, 
and the revolt was to tike place in all the provinces of 
.New Spaing on the Ut of /November, 1810. ^lende, 
Aldama, and )4basolo.>eadily joined him, and their ac- 
tivity in ^isseminajting discontent was wonderfur^ they 
made strong representations on every circumstance which 
could Jend to alienate the minds of the natives from 
Spain. The plan was approaching to maturity, and its 
partisans were numerous, when Iturriaga, a canon of 
Valladolid, one of the conspirators, discovered on bis 
deathbed all the plan to Gil, a priest residing at Qjnere- 
taro. The information thus received was sent to some 
of the members of the audiencia, which was at. that time 
divided into two parties. The members who received 
this intelligence concealed it from the others, and pri- 
vately advised the Spaniards of Qperetaro to act with 
respect to the Corregidor, falsely accused of being at 
the head of tie conspiracy, as the Spaniards of Mexico 
bad with Iturrigaray two years before. The corregidor 
Dominguez, was accordingly watched, attacked in the 
dead of the night, and seized in his bed. This arrest 
spread alarm among the principal conspirators, who, 
dreading the discovery of their plan, determined to 
ibasten its execution. Captain Ailende was at that time 
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in Sao Miguel el Grande, and having assembled a kw 
soldiers who were attached to him, he set out for Do- 
lores, where be arrived on the 14th of September, 1810, 
having obtained eight hundred recruits in bis march. Oil 
the same day*, Hidalgo preached a sermon to the Indians. 
Hb object was to point out the tyranny of the £uro^ 
peans, the state to which the treachery of the Spaniards 
had reduced the peniosula, and the danger the South 
Americans were in of being delivered up to the French 
or the British, who would assuredly extirpate the holy 
Catholic religion. Hidalgo ended his discourse with 
calling his Indians to arms ; and to arms they flew with 
fury^ Allende appeared by the side of Hidalgo, and 
4hey unitedly(^d the mob to. San Miguel el Grande,, 
/iivhere they pillaged the bouses of the Spaniards. Two ^ 
squadrons of the cavalry regiment de la Reynat joined 
Hidalgo, who immediately proceeded to the town of 
Zelaya, where the greater part of the regiment of in- 
fantry called de Zelaya, as well as part of the horse re- 
giment del Principe^ joined likewise in the insurrection* 
Hidalgo proceeded next to the wealthy town of Goa- 
naxoatu, sixty leagues west north-west of Mexico, and 
whose inhabitants exceed eighty thousand persons. 

Riano, the intendant of Goanaxoato, prepared to op- 
pose Hidalgo ; but the battalion of infantry stationed 
there having declared for the independents, Riano and 
nearly two hundred Spaniards retired to the building call- 
ed La Albondiga, from whence they fired on the assailants. 
But the Spaniards being compelled to yield, Goanaxoato 
fell on the 29th of September into the power of Hidalgo, 
who theve found in the treasury five millions in cash and 
bar silver. 

The viceroy Venegas, who had arrived at Mexico oi| 

the 16th of September, called a meeting of the jprincip^ 

16 -v eirf 
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persons io the city, and in this assembly the honours grant- 
ed by the regency to the enemies of Iturrigaray were 
publicly proclaimed. When intelligence reached the 
new viceroy of the progress Hjdalgo had made, he de- 
spatched troops under the command of Count de la Cadena 
to defend Q)Lieretaro, an important military point forty- 
two leagues distant from Mexico. Qiieretaro is a town 
containing eighty thousand persons, who all favoured the 
insurrection, and were desirous of placing Hidafgo at their 
head ; which the viceroy prevented by having, oppor- 
tunely for the royal cause, introduced Spanish troops into 
the town. On the 23d of September Venegas issued a 
proclamation, in which he attempted to restore tranquilli- 
ty, by observing that the Americans were now placed on 
an equal footing with the Spaniards by the decree of the 
central junta, on the 15th of October, 1809, and promised 
that the cortes should shortly take into consideration the 
reforms necessary for the prosperity of Spanish America. 

Hidalgo commenced the exercise of bis new power by 
repealing the tax called tributoSy which the Indians had 
: paid ever since the conquest ; and this measure fixed their 
decision to join Hidalgo, to whose army crowds of Indians 
'flocked from every part of Mechoacan. V^il^ga^ formed 
' corps of guerrillas composed of Spaniards^ and likewise a 
militia, but the militia was not composed solely of Span- 
iards. To the militia he gave the name of patriotas. 
The guerrillas were, however, more injurious than were 
even the independents to the royal cause ; and the vice- 
roy, having received innumerable complaints of their con- 
duct, disbanded them. 

The insurrection gained ground rapidly; Lagos, a 
town in the intendencia of Guadalaxara, rendered famouf 
for a great fair which was held in the town every five 
years ; Zacatecas, in the vicinity of which are maoy of 
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the richest mines in Mexico ; and other towns situate 
north of Qjueretaro, eagerly embraced the opporiunitj^ of 
declaring against the Spaniards. 

'During Hidalgo^s stay in Goanaxoato, he introduced a 
degree of discipline into the crowd which had followed 
him, appointing officers to command these newly-formed 
military corps. He established likewise a mint ; made, 
wooden cannoni and one of brass, on which was engraved 
El Ltbertador Americano. Hidalgo's troops, which might 
more properly be called a caravan, were armed %vith 
pikes, knives, hatchets, slings, blunderbusses, and a few 
muskets. From Goanaxoato Hidalgo marched to Valla- 
dolid, which he entered on the 20tb of October, amidst 
shouts of joy from the Indians and Creoles. The most 
exalted honours were conferred upon Hidalgo, both by 
the ecclesiastics and civil officers in the town, and in his 
military chest they put one million two hundred thousand 
dollars : two regiments of militia, one of which was call- 
ed the regiment of Patzquaro, here joined him. On the 
24th of October, Hidalgo fell back on Indaparapeo, and 
having called a council of the principal captains of the 
army, many promotions took place ; Hidalgo was proA, 
claimed generalissimo of the Mexican armies ; Allende 
captain- general ; Ballesa, Ximenes, Arias, and Aldama^ 
lieutenant-generals f Abasolo, Ocon, and the Martines^ 
two brothers, field -marshals. .A mass was said on the oc- 
casion, and a solemh Te Deum sung ; the generalissimo^ 
reviewed the army, dividing it into regiments of one 
thousand men each ; eighty regiments were thus formed ; 
three Spanish dollars per day were assigned for the pay^ 
of each colonel and captain of cavalry ; one dollar for 
each cavalry soldier, and half ajJollar for each foot soldier.. 
Hidalgo appeared at the review dressed in his uniform as 
generalissimo, which was blue with red facings, embroi* 
dered with gold and silver, and a black sash, likewise enoT 
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•broidered. Qo bis breast be wore a medal, on wbich 
was the image of the virgin de Guadalupe, which is held 
in great veneration in Mexico. The colours of the army 
were white and blue, resembling the banners of the an- 
( eient emperors of Anahuac or Mexico> 

Hidalgo's troops marched from Indaparapeo to MesiqO) 
taking the road of Marabatio, Tepetongo, Jordaiia, and 
.Istlabuaca» and entered Toluca, twelve leagues west of 
the capital, on the 27th of October. Mexico was now 
in imminent danger ; the populace, and even a consi- 
derable number of the higher orders, hated the Spaniards. 
The royal forces were divided into different corps, which 
were stationed at considerable distances from each other. 
Don F« Calleja, who commanded one brigade, was at 
San Luis de Potosi, more than one hundred leagues from 
Mexico ; the X^ount de la Cadena, who commanded three 
thousand troops, was at Qperetaro, and Venegas had but 
a handful of men, which were encamped in the environs 
of Mexico, rather to keep in awe the inhabitants, than to 
f»ppose Hidalgo. At this crisis Venegas resorted to an 
expedient which saved him : he applied to the archbishop 
of Mexico, and to the inquisition, for a sentence of exr 
communication against Hidalgo and his abettors, and 
against all his troops. /^ Solemn excommunications vera 
/accordingly denounced against the inde|»endent5 ; . and 
the -inquisition published an edict declaring Hidatg^O i 
heretic. The inquisitors supported these declarations by 
observing that Hidalgo had been accused ten years ago 
before the inquisition ; at that time he had had the good 
fortune, or had possessed art sufficient, to remove their 
jealousy. Hidalgo answered this edict by a manifesto, 
in which he acknowjedggs the principles of his belief* 
and pointed out the contradictions of the inquisitors in 
their accusations against him, observing, that he is accu- 
ised of denying the existence of hell, and of maintaining, 
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at the same time, that a canonized pope was in hell ;, 
that he denied the authority of the sacred scriptures, and- 
was considered, nevertheless, a Lutheran? 
/tfhese excommunications made no impression on the 
independent troops, for Hidalgo, himself a priest, easitj 
persuaded his Indians that those who had pronounced the 
dreadful sentence against him, being his enemies, were 
by no means legal judges in his cause, and that the ex*' 
communication would undoubtedly fall on those who had' 
pronounced it. The inhabitants, however, of Mexico* 
and of the provinces where the insurrection had not yet 
reached, remained tranquil, deeply impressed with- 
terror? 

At the approach of Hidalgo's artny, Venegas sent fifteen' 
hundred men to Istlahuaca, under Colonel Truxillo, one 
of his aids-de-camp. These troops soon after received a 
reinforcement of five hundred men, one hundred and fifty 
of whom were slaves. When Hidalgo entered Toluca, 
Truxillo fell back on Lerma, nine leagues distant from 
Mexico, and availing himself of a bridge on the river 
Lerma, he formed an encampment, and by this means 
defended the pass. The independents crossed the river 
by Atenco, and the royal forces then retired to an emi- 
nence. El Monte de las Cruces, where Hidalgo attacked 
them. His artillery, consisting Of four cannon, marched 
first ; the regiments of Zelaya and Valladolid, with the 
battalion of Goanaxoato, fblbwed next ; and the horse 
regiments of Patzquaro,^ Reyna, and Principe, covered 
Ike rear and flank of the infantry, which was preceded 
by innumerable Indians. Truxillo, having been driven 
from his first position^ was retreating to Mexico, when 
Hidalgo sent him proposals to come over to him. Trux^ 
illo admitted the envoys within bis line, and then ordered 
his soldiers to fire on them. He was now very near 
Mexico, which he entered on the 30th of October, wit|i 
I6» 
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nearly three hundred men, haying in his flight left the 
artiUeiy behind. The Mexican Gazette mentiooed this 
engagement as a victorj obtained by the royal tioopa, 
and a medal was struck at Vera Cruz to perpetuate the 
memory of this acliievement, and the namea of TruxiUo, 
Bringas, and Mendifil, were engraved on it 

In consequence of the defeat at Monte de las Cmces, 
it was reported in Mexico that Hidalgo's troops wece en- 
tering the city, which occasioned gieat alarm* Venegaa 
had previously received intelligence that Morelos, s 
priest, commanded one corps of the independents* and had 
taken possession of many towns in the south of Mexico; 
that Villagran was on bb march to Mexico by the road of 
Tlalnepantla ; and what increased the alarm was» that no- 
thing was yet known in Mexico of the main body of the 
foyal troops. Venegas was preparing to retire to Vera 
Cruz with the Spaniards, should he be overcome by the 
enemy ; his troops, amounting to two thousand men, 
irere drawn up in a line between two public walks in the 
city, fiucarelli and La Piedad, and his artillery was pla- 
ced at the entrances of the city. On the dlst of October 
Hidalgo's troops were seen descending the hill of Santa 
Fe, and the sight evidently delighted the people, who 
anxiously expected that the independents would be tri- 
umphant Venegas was at the head of his troops, ex- 
pecting the enemy, who sent General Ximenes with de- 
spatches for the viceroy. Ximenes presented himself at 
Chalpultepec, three miles from the city, in a magnificent 
carriage, attended by forty horsemen ; and in this parade 
of state he delivered his despatches. Their ct^^^H 
were never known, Venegas taking great caie to conceal 
|irom the inhabitants of Mexico the purport of this mjsaioB. 
The despatches were returned without nny answer.- 

To storm the city seekned npw almost unavoidable ; 
Hidalgo, however, detemined not to attack it» and the 
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next moroing bis troops were seen retiniig. It was sup^ 
poeed that he bad received iDtelligence of tbe defeat of 
General Sancbez at Q^eretaro, and of tbe trodps of Cal** 
leja having joined those of Count de la Cadena, which 
took place on the 28th of October ; and these united 
forces were marcbfi^ to tbe assbtance of the capitals 
Others saj, that Hidalgo's natural moderation and horrof 
of shedding Uood were tbe causes of his apparent timid* 
iiy. Whatever motives really actuated him, it is certaif 
his troq>s withdrew in confusion. 
' Hidalgo now fi]|ed his camp on a hill of an almost xeo* 
^ngtdar form, which commands the village of Aculco, 
and tiie country around on the north and east sides. Hii 
artillery, which consisted of fourteen pieces, was placed 
on tbe sides of the hill ; and his army formed two Hnes^ 
between which were placed the undisciplined Indians^ 
Calleja divided his troops into five columns ; and on the 
7tb of November he attacked Hidalgo on the north and 
east side of his camp. Tbc^ndians were panic stnKk 
when they saw tbe good order and military appearance 
of the royal army, consisting of six thousand men ; and as 
toon as the firing commenced they took to flight, whicli 
entirely disconcerted the regular troops in Hidalgo's ar« 
my. Calleja pursued the enemy, and great havoc wae 
made: according to his official report, no less than tso 
thousand independents were killed, wounded, or taken, 
prisoners^; 

' Hidalgo retreated to Goanazoato, where Calleja soon 
after followed him. Goanazoato is built on an eminence> 
and the road leading to the town is a defile, which the 
independents fortified, Calleja dispossessed them of all 
their b8(tteriea\>n tbe S4tb of November i taking twenty*' 
five-icannon, among which was EU Libmiadar Ameriamom 
Hidalgo's troops, enraged at the attack of the SpaniardSj 
iwsaaaiiiated i^ore thaA two hundred Spaniarda wbo-were 
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confined in the Albondiga. On the foUoving day the 
royal troops stormed the town and took it ; the soldiers 
Were allowed to pillage and kill for two hours. The day 
iafter all the officers and many other prboners were shot^ 
the mineralogists, Cbovel, Davalos, and Valencia suffered 
the same fate. Calleja issued a proclamation, which or* 
dered that within twenty hours all arms and ammunitionr 
of every description should he delivered to the govern- 
ment, under penalty of death in case of disobedience. 
The same penalty was to be inflicted o^ those who should 
life found guilty of supporting opinions which tended to 
rebellion. <" Every union of peraons exceeding three was 

J to be dispersed by firing on them^ 

Hidalgo now marched towards Guadalaxara, a city one 
hundred and fifty leagues north-west of Mexico, and cob- 
faining nrinety-one thousand inhabitants ; and having in 
bis march been victorious in several skirmishes with dif- 
ferent detachments of the Spanish troops, he entered the 
city, and then sent Mercado, a priest, to the port of San- 
bias, which readily capitulated. Merpado took forty-three 

• cannon at Sanblas, and sent them to Guadalaxara. Hi- 
dalgo's authority was evidently acknowledged in the in-' 
tendencias of Valladolid de Mechoacan, Zacatecas, Gua* 
dalaxara, San Luis Potosi, and part of Sonora, by the 
submission shown to his generals; 

Calleja advanced to Guadalaxara, and in the mean tioMr 
General Don J. Cruz defeated the independents at Za- 
nora, and then took the city of Yalladolid, where his 
conduct towards the inhabitants was marked by the most 
dreadful cruelty. When Calleja arrived in the vicinity of 
Guadalaxara, Hidalgo resolved to engage the royai troops, 
and in consequence encamped his army on a rising 
ground, which was protected on one side by a hill, on an- 
other by ia small river, the bridge over which he fortified. 
Many batteries were placed at the top of the hill, and 
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Ywo others defended the army on the left, making in all 
one hundred and thirtj guns. Calleja difided his troopc 
into two Qolomns ; one of which attacked the hill, and 
depriyed the independents of their batteries. The second 
cohimn attacked the left side of the eoemy^s camp, but» 
having been repulsed, they were retreating to their first 
position. Having, however, obtained a reinforcement 
this column successfully opposed Hidalgo's cavalr^f 
which, taking advantage of the retrc^rade movement this 
eoluinn had already made, were endeavouring to surround 
it* . Hidalgo now chaiged the Spanish cavalry, which^ 
being supported by the grenadiers, repulsed the attack so 
vigorously, that they made great slaughter. There was 
on« battery which prevented the two columns of the Spa» 
Dish army from penetrating into the centre of Hidalgo*^ 
camp* This battc^ry Calleja attacked in person, and took 
it with little opposition. In the intermediate time £pi* 
paran^ade an attack on the independent cavalry, which 
was numerous, and routed them completely. The con- 
stemation was great in Hidalgo's camp, and victory de« 
clared for the royal troops.. -This engagement took plao^ 
an the 17th o^January, I8IJ4 at £1 Puente de Calderon, 
eleven leagues from Guadalajara. 

Calleja immediately despatched a detachment u&dot 
Geseial Xloiz to retake ^aablas ; but this port was alrea- 
dy In the possession of the Spaniards, in consequence of 
a counter revolution which took place at the instigation 
of a priest, the curate of the town. Hidalgo, having ral* 
lied the remnant of his tipops, marched to Zacatecas, 
where he strengthened his army by obtaining oannon« 
There was a brass foundery in the town. He likewise 
made' a new silver coinage.; but still continued on the 
coin the head of l^erdinand the Seventh. From Zacatecat 
he went to San Ltils Potosi, where he formed different 
(^orps qf gMerrillas, and with some chosen troops he thea 
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marched to ihe towh of SaltilTo, about t^o hundred leagues 
from Mexico, in the miKtary goTemment of Proviocias 
Intemas Orientales. The governor of El Nuevo Reyno 
de Leon declared for Hidalgo ; the governor of El Nuevo 
Santander made fa 15 escape ; and the governors ofCoahuila 
and Texas were arrested bj the independent party in these 
towns. 

A Spanish division of troops arrived about this period 
at Altamira, under the command of Don N. Arredondo. 
These troops, as well as the army under Calleja, which 
was now at San Luis Potosi, were in pursuit of Hidatgo. 
The governor of the Provincias Internas Occidentales 
likewise sent troops under the command of Don M. (>choa» 
to prevent the retreat of Hidalgo, whose plan had been 
to retire to Louisianai, and there to assemble his partisans 
to arms, that he might resume the war. Don Y. Elisondd, 
who commanded one detachment of the independent 
forces, resolved himself to arrest Hidalgo, that he migbt 
thus obtain his pardon from the Spaniards ; and having 
succeeded in drawing to his side Menchaca, Carrasco,^ 
Borrego, Uranga, and other officers, be attacked Hidalgo 
at Acatita de Bajan, on the 21st of March, IB 11. ^Ifidil- 
\ go, who was pursuing his marcb^ and little expected an 
enemy in a fri^irdly country, was easily overcome, atid 
he and the officers of his staff were made prrsoneife. TlU 
ty-two of them were immediately executed on the field 
yof battle ; and ten more, among whom were Hidalgo^ and 
Ball^za,' were taken to Cbiguagua; and likewise put to' 
death on the 37th of July, 1811. Hidalgo was^previoasly 
• deprived j)f his priest's orders. ^ 

The death of Hidalgo and of his faithful companions 

f In arms did not discourage the other chiefs, who continued 

\in different parts still to support the revohition.? Among 

these were Don N. Villagran, Don J. M. Morelod, and 

especially Don Y. Ravon, a lawyer, who had taken h|» 
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position at £1 Saltillo, that he might favour Hidalgo's te-t 
treat. Rayon now fell back on Zacatecas> and in his 
waj he defeated Ochoa, who opposed him. At Zacatecas 
he released three Spanish prisoners, whom be sent to the 
viceroy, proposing the following terms of accommodation : 
That a congress should be formed ; and that an equal 
number of Spaniards and South Americans should have 
seats in this congress, and there debate on the best steps 
to be taken to put an end to the present war. Venegas 
merely answered^ that if Rayon chose to lay down hi$ 
arms,^ he shoutd be included in the general indulto pub- 
lisbed by the government 

The indulto or amnesty, alluded to, was granted by the 
cortes at the end of 1810, and offered an act of oblivion 
for^tbe present revolution, provided its instigators and 
abettors would lay down their arms. Far from doing 
any good, this indulto injured the royal cause, for the 
Spanish chiefs did not employ it wisely ; and in Mexico 
so little confidence was placed either in the indulto or in 
the promises of Venegas, that he was under the neces«ty 
of applying to the church, el cabildo eclesiastico^ to give 
authority to^his proclamations, and to persuade the peo- 
ple that the promises of the viceroy were not snares laid 
to entrap tbem. ^' On this account," says the cabddo 
eclesiastico^ in a. pastoral charge addressed to the clergy 
on the ITth of May, 1812, <* his excellency the viceroy, 
the worthy and legitimate representative of our catholic 
and most Chnstian king Ferdinand the Seventh, baa had 
the unparalleled goodness, not only to authorize us to be 
the guarantees and trustees of the indjulto or general par- 
don, granted to the insurants, but also to permit us to 
^rant to you likewise ifa^ .powe^ reverend brethren, ae 
by the present we do, \o offer^ promise, and assure, in 
the name of the Holy Trinity^ Father, fidn, and Holj 
Ghost, and in the name of the Virgin of Guadalupe, pro- 
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*t«€tress of this kingdom, and in Ae name of the Chris- 
tian and catholic king Ferdinand the Seventh, and of his 
t'iceroy in these kingdoms, that a general pardon shall 
be dulj granted to all those who, repenting themselves 
of their past faults, are now willing to lay down their 
arms," &c. 

Calleja marched to attack Rayon at Zacatecas, 6ut he 
withdrew to the intendencia of Valladolid. Colonel Lo- 
pez, who commanded a body of guerrillas in Zitaquaro, 
fortified the town, and was there attacked by Torre and 
Mora, on the 22d of May, 1811. The royalists were^ 
however, completely defeated, and Torre and Mora fell 
in the battle. Elated with this victory, the independents 

/iBiarched against Valladolid,' where Truxillo now com- 
manded. The attack took place on the 30th of May, 
but Truxillo succeeded in repelling it. Rayon then fixed 
his headquarters at Zitaquaro, and being there attacked 
by Emparan, on the 4th of June a blolody engagement 
ensued, in which the royalists lost eight hundred men, 

'as well as their baggage) and they in consequence retired 
to Toluca. The independents renewed their attack on 
Valladolid on the S3d of July, but their former ill suc- 
cess attended them. 

It was supposed that a plan for revolt was now ripe in 
Mexico; the viceroy having received many denuncia- 
tions, various arrests took place ; those accused of cod- 

. spiracy were tried ; six of them, among whom was Fer- 
rer, a lawyer, were condemned to death ; six others were 
^ntenced to hard labour at Puerto Rico. Two women 
were likewise found guilty of being in the conspiracy, 
and condemned for a certain term to be imprisoned* Thia 
happened in the month of August, 1811. 

Rayon formed a junta at Zitaquaro, which consisted 
of himself, Doctor Berdusco, and Don J. M. Liceaga. 
This junta pretended to acknowledge {"erdlnand tht Se- 
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v«fidi a!f tbeirlciDg, and in his name ^ey published their 
acts and decrees, IfitelligeDce of this new governnu^nt 
having reached Goanaicoato. where CaJleja had fixed his 
headquarters, this general made a proclamation, offering 
ten thousand dollars for the bead of either of the members 
of the junta. Venegas, sensible that the revolution was 
gaining ground, hastened to destroy the junta ; and Cal- 
leja had orders to make an immediate attack. 

The town of Zitaquaro contains ten thousand inhabit* 
ants ; it is forty leagues west of Mexico, and situate in a 
▼alley surrounded by high mountains. As the principal 
object in attacking this town was to seize the members of 
the junta, Caileja ordc^^d Porlier, the commander of To- 
luca, to dispossess the independents of their position ota 
the mountain Tenango, previous to his making the attack 
on Zitaquaro. This was done to prevent the indepen- 
dents from Zitaquaro retreating to Tenango. An Attack, 
on Zitaquaro was then made ; and the following is the 
official communication on the subject by Calleja^to the 
viceroy, on the 2d of^January, 1812. 

** Th^^lv^al troops, after an engagement which lasted 
three hours, took the important point of Zitaquaro, which 
IS situate between steep rocks, surrounded by entrench- 
ments and ditches, and defended by an immense body of 
}>eople from twenty surrounding leagues, which had pre- 
viously collected themselves in the town.. 

** The rebels had added to that state of natural fortifi- 
cation in which Zitaquaro was placed all that art, despair, 
and eight months continuec| labour could contribute. The 
defeat of the two preceding expeditidis bad so much en- 
couraged the people, that even women mod children now 
united in repelling our attack. All, however, has yield- 
ed to the intrepidity of the army undtr my command. 

** The enemy being completely routed, fled away in ^ 
every direction, leaving the surrounding country covered ' 
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. with their dead and wounded.) The rebels, eahecUku^ 
Rayon, Liceaga, and Berdusco, had previously made 
their escape, and taken the road towards Tasco ; nor has 
it been in my power to pursue them, my troops being 
already exhausted with fatigue, and the roads in a very 
bad state. 

** Tbe<^uantity of military stores is immense whkb 
f we found in the townp I will send your excellency an 
exact list of them, as well as of the cannon which we 
took from the enemy. 1 now merely confine myself to 
that information more immediately necessary to convey 
to your excellency, that it is owing to the valour and ex- 
ertions of my officers as well as of my men, that the en- 
gagement was so short. Their good conduct in this 
attack has exceeded even what they have displayed on 
former occasions, and our loss has been inconsiderable. 

** My stay here will be as short as possible, and before 
tny departure I will erase every vestige of the town from 
the face of the earth, that I may, by this means, punisb 
4he criminal instigators of so barbarous, impolitic, and 
destructive an insurrection, and give an example of term 
to those who might otherwise be willing to support it 

"CALLEJA.W 

The following decree was next published' : 

<* 1st, It is decreed, that the Indians of Zitaquaro and 
its department shall be deprived of their propert^P as 
well as of those immunities and privileges which the ex- 
treme beneficence of the government bad granted them. 

" 2d, This forfeited property; as well as that of those 

South Americans who have taken part in the insurrection, 

who accompanied the rebels in their flight, or who left 

. the city at the entrance of the king's troops, to be placed 

in the public treasury. 

" 3d, If those who are included in this decree will pie- 
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sent themselves to me, giving proofs of repentance, and 
of willingoess td^cootribute to repair the roads, &c. they 
ahaU receive their pardon ; but property cannot be re.* 
stored. 

«^ 4tb, The capital of this department is to be trans* 
ferred to Marabatio, where a military government is to 
be established ; and the people are to be compelled to 
arm, f quip, and support companies of infantry and caval- 
ry Sor the defence of this department. 

** 6th,}: Monarchical government being hated by the in- 
habitants of this criminal town, who have supported three 
engagements against the king's forces, and having found 
the heads of many of our chiefs, who sacrificed their lives 
for the public good, placed on poles at the entrance ofi 
the town, we decree that every building in Zitaquaro shall- 
be razed to the ground, or destroyed by fire. Every in- 
habitant to leave the town within six days ; and as a 
proof of mercy, I permit them to take their moveable 
property. 

** 6th, Every inhabitant to receive from the govern- 
meat a written testimonial of his name, family, and day 
of his departure. Any person remaining in the town after 
the time fixed for departure, or not having provided him- 
self with the requisite testimonial, to be put to death. 

** 7th, Ail arms to be given up to the government, un- 
der the penalty of death. 

** 8tb, The clergy to be sent to the bishop of Valla* 
dolid. 

^' 9tb, Aniabsolute prohibition is made against rebuild- 
ing the town of Zitaquaro, or any other town which may 
in future be destroyed to puuish rebellion. 

^ 10th, Any town or village admitting either of the 
three members of the insurgent junta, or any of their de- 
legates, or who shall refuse to surrender them to the king, 
or attempting to resist the king's troops, are subjected Vo 
the above-mentioned penalties. . 
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<^ lltfa, The Count de Casa-iul is intrusted with en- 
forcing this decree. 

44 CALLEJA." 

The junta of Zitaquaro took refuge at £1 Real de Zitl- 
tepee, a town thirty leagues west of Mexico, situate oo a 
steep mountain. Notwithstanding the loss of Zitaquaro, 
the independents were not conquered. Morelos, Villa* 
gran, Canas, Aldama, and other generals, still cominaiid-> 
ed numerous corps of guerrillas, which were constantly 
employed in different parts in opposing the Spanish 
forces. The junta proposed terms of recoaciliatioa to 
Venegaa ; but they wera as ill received as former similar 
iMempts made by Hhialgio and Rayon. The terms of 
recoaciliatioa were proposed by the jmita in an addiresi 
to the Spaniards, published oa the 29tk of Maich, 18 IS. 
The junta, in this address, recapitulate the grienncca 
from which they sought redress, end formed a plaa, ia 
case the Spaniards chose a continuance of war, thai it 
should at least be carried on with less ferocity. 

Morelos ruled over nearly the whole southern coast of 
Mexico, having defeated the royal forces in maay en- 
gagements, but roost decisively in the battle fought at 
Tixtla, oa the i9th of August, 1811. AAer that, he be- 
sieged Acapulco ; and with the principal part of his 
army, which he divided into two corps, he marched to 
Mexico. Brigadier Bravo, who commanded one of these 
divisions, conquered the Spanish General Musitu, and 
entered QMautla Amilpas, twenty-five leagues south of 
Mexico, while Morelos took possession of Izucar without 
any opposition. These advantages gained by the pa- 
triots prevented the royalists from dispersing the nation* 
al junta after taking ZiUquaro^ The troops of Morelos 
were likewise m possession of Huexapan, and of £1 Real 
de Tasco. The royalisU, commanded by Colonel Soto, 
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attacked Izocar on the 17tb of February, but were re- 
pulsed, and Soto so severely wounded, that he was oblig- 
ed to withdraw from the army. Llano, who succeeded 
to his command, renewed the attack on the 22d, and was 
likewise repulsed, though he had obtained possession of 
a hill called EtCalvario^ from whence he had bombard- 
ed the town. This attack was made by troops just ar- 
rived from Spain ; which were the first troops that had 
been sent into Mexico since the commencement of the 
revolution. 

Oalleja stormed Quautla Amilpas on the 19th of Fe- 
bruary, but was compelled to retreat, after an engage- 
ment which lasted six hours. Llano raised the siege of 
Izucar, and joined Calleja, on the 28th of February. In 
his march he defeated several corps ofcuerrillas, com* 
manded by F. de la Rosa and others, ^luorelos likewise, 
received reinforcements at Qpautla : and every military;- 
man«uvre possible was employed to defend the town. I 
Caliejasays, in a letter) addressed to a friend, from hia 
camp before QMautIa, dated 16th of March, 1812,^" We 
will precipitate this town and its inhabitants into the 
very centre of hell, whatever exertion or fatigue it may 
cost us. The enthusiasm of these insurgents is unparel- 
leled. Morelos, with a prophetic countenance, gives his. 
orders, and whatever they may be, they are always 
punctually executed. We continually hear the inhabit- 
ants swear that they will be buried under the ruins 
rather than deliver up tha town. They dance around 
the bombs as they fall,Mo prove that they are fearless of 
danger." 

Qpautla Amilpas is situate in a plain ; the town ia 
rather elevated, and commands a view of the cnviroiis. 
It was fortified by MorekMS, who found the whole towa» 
as well as the army, ready to second his views. The 
aiege, however, being regularly carried on, provisions at 
17» 
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length failed, and Morelos ordeved a detachment la 

make a sally, that the guerrillas, who were harassing liM 

rear of the besiegers, might receive intimation to eiidea- 

▼our, on a day specified, to introduce proTisiont iaio the 

town. Accordingly, Field-marshal Mataraorosi a pviesty 

and Colonel Perdiz, with « hundred hdrsemen, foroed 

dM line of the enemy in iSbt night <^ the 23d of Apiil, 

1812; On the 27th, tbetl^pamslt camp was attacked by 

Ihe besieged, and by the guerrillas, who weie, however, 

repulsed, and lost near a thousand men. The aiege 

having lasted seventy-five days, and pmvislone fiiiling, 

-^ Morelos at length determined to evacuate Quiauti^Amil* 

^ pas J which he eflected hi. the night)of the 2d of Aiaij, and 

ID the following order ; a corps of infantry, contistng of 

one thousand men, took the lead ; aAer them went two 

hundred and filly horsemen, which were followed by 

nearly five thousand lancers and sltngers ; nearly the 

whole population of Qpautla was placed between Ifaese 

troops and a corps of fusileers, which protected tSe rear. 

> As soon as CaHeja was aware that the independents 

/were quitting the town, he ordered his army to attach 

'them. Many skirmisheft then ensued, in which the R>y< 

^al forces made gveat havoc among the unarmed inhabit- 

aats of the town, who had accompanied the army. Four 

Hioudaod fell victims at thk thne, and thty were chiefly 

these unfortunate persons. Calleja 8ays» in his official 

communication to the viceroy, that he only loet twenty 

men, and that an extent of seven leagues was covered 

With the dead bodies of the enemy. 

Morelos marched to Chilapa, and took the town by 
force. He next took Tehuacan, nearly fiAy leagues 
south-west of Mexico. . Orizaba was llhewise obliged to 
surrender to Bfierelos ; and there he set fire to the t»- 
fattooo in the royal maga^nnes, which was vsAucd at many 
^ittillioes of dollars. On the 26lk of Nevmber, he at^ 
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tacked Aoteqiitera, tbe capital of the tnteDdeDcia of Oar< 
aca, and tbis towD submitted to him with little oppoM- 
Uoo. Palactos, Tiaoco, and Colonels Lopeae and Armea 
ta, had been here shot by the royalists :, from a spirit ot 
relaliatioOf Moreios executed^ oiv the very same spot^ 
Lieutenaot-General Gonzales Saravia, Brigadier Bona* 
Taa, and Colonels Regules and Viliasante. The remains 
0S Lopea and Armenta were then carried in trinmph, and 
4aposited in the cathedral* Acapulco fell soon after into 
Hie power of Moreios, who then stationed many corps of 
goefrillas between Xalapa and Vera Cruz,; and by this 
means completely succeeded in intercepting tbe regulat 
fioaimuiiicatio& between Mexico and Vera Cruz» 

Rayon's troops attacked Toluca, but being repulsed 
mtired to TenangOy a town situate near an emioencey 
about eighteen leagues south-west of Mexico. The bat- 
teries which de&nded the ascent of tbe mountain, the 
Eoyalists, under Don J. C. y Bustamente, found means to 
avoid, and took possession of the town in the beginniiig 
of June, 1&12* All who were made j^risoners in this 
attack were shot. Tbe national junta withdrew iirom 
Ziiltepec, and sometimes accompanied, the army undei 
Rayon, or remained in a town in the vicinity of h» 
army, but never fisod themselves, for any continued pe- 
nod ta any place. From this era but few facts art 
known with certainty of the Mexican revolution, and to 
these I will limit my present sketch* 

About the end of 1812, Don J. M. A. Tdtedo, who 
had been one of the members of the cortea for Spanisb 
America, errifed at Washington, and there joined Cokael 
Don B# Gtttierres, who. had come from Mexico to im^ 
plore the protectioD of the United States* He and Tole^ 
do eofoUed some Americans to assist the indepeodentsi. 
and set out fer Ptovincias Intemas, where their nMnbeia 
WMa incMMed bjr some guarriUas jouiieg them* Tbeji 
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at &M obtaioed some advantages o?er the Spaniards, and 
even took the capital of the province of Texas, San Anto- 
nio de Bejar ;/Sut Djbn N. Arredondo, commander of the 
Provincias Internas Orien tales y> attacked them in the be- 

' ginning of 1813, and completely dispersed their troops. 

\ Toledo escaped to the United States. • 

In December, 1813, Morelos attacked Valladolid ; but 
the city receiving timely assistance from a division of 
troop under Llano, Morelos was compelled to retreat to 
Puruaran, seventeen leagues from Valladolid. /L)ano 

/pursued Morelos's army, and an engagement took plac^ 
on the 7th of i^anuary, 1814. The battle havfng commen- 
ced before daylight, a fatal error happened in Morelos^s 
army, for two of his own divisions in the dark^fought 
against each other. Day broke, and they perceived their 
unhappy mistake, but too late ; the independents remained 
spiritless, and in a state of consternation and disoaay, 
which L^no taking advantage of, made great havoc 
among them.> Matamoros,(Morelo8's second officer in 
command,- was made prisoner with seven hundred meny 
Matamoroshad himself taken five hundred Spanish prison- 
ers a few days before, and sent them to Acapulco ; these 
Morebs offered in exchange for Matamoros and his sta£^ 
but the offer was vain ; v^the seven hundred men take^ 
with Matamoros by the royalists were executed as soon 
as taken. Morelos t^en retaliated by putting to death 

/ Hjin five hundred Spanish prisoners at Acapulco.'^ 

The Spanish arny was then powerful ; it consisted of 
four strong divisions; and they nearly expelled the inde- 
pendents from this part of the country. Even Acapul- 
co was reeon<)uered ; but the patriots previously destroy- 
ed its fortifications. Liceaga, however, contrived to forti- 
fy himself in the lake of Chapala, from whence he repul- 
sed tlie royalbts several times. Morelos, Rayon, Doc* 
tor Co8| and some others of the independent generals^ ob- 
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tain«d a few partial advantages, and hope re? ived aiMmg 
the partisafls of the revolution, whkh again extended 
through the intendencias of Valladolid and Mexico. 

The national junta was succeeded by a congress, whick 
commenoed its sessions at Chilpaosingo, about thirty 
leagues south of Mexico. The congress assemUed after- 
wards at Ario, only forty -five leagues from this city. 
This congress declared Mexico independent, and formed 
an executive power, composed of Liceaga, Cos, and Mo« 
relos. From Ario the congress removed its sessions to 
Apatzingan, where they presented to the people a consti- 
tution, formed on a democratical basis, on the 23d of Oc- 
tober, 1814. On the 25th the congress issued a decree, 
preacribing the oath which was to be taken by the citizens 
cojoying the benefits of this constitutioo. The decrees 
of the congress and the constitution were publicly honied 
by the royalists in Mexico on the S4(h of May, 1816, and 
penalty of death was denounced against those who refused 
to deliver to the government any copies they might havtt 
of this constitution, or of the decrees of the congress* 
Many privateers were fitted out by the independents ; 
and these privateers enabled the Mexican armies ta re* 
ceive through the port Boquilla de Piedra, in the Gulf 
of Mexico, both <^cef8 and supplies of arms and anmitt* 
nition. 

In the month of October, 1815, Morelos received in* 
telligence that Toledo and General Humbert had arrived 
with arms and ammunition at £1 Puente del Rey, whicb 
was fortified by tlie independents. £1 Puente del Rey 
lies between Xabpa and Vera Cruz. Morelos set out ta 
join Toledo, but to conceal bis design he took the road 
leading to the province of Oaxaca. The royalists, who 
by means of their spies had discovered Morelos's inten- 
tion, laid wait for him at Atacama, and succeeded in de- 
feating the corps he commandedy and took him prisoner. 
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McMPelos was coodttcted to Mexico, and there deprived of 

bis clerical orders by three bishops. He was accused of 

heresy, but the inquisittoa absolved him from this charge* 

iHe was shot in the back as a traitor)iQ the village Sao 

Cristobal, six leagues from Mexico. The viceroy did 

not venture to have the sentence of death enforced in the 

City, lest it should excite the people to rise. 

.XThe foHowing is an official letter from the viceroy of 

f.Mexico to the minister of war in Spain, intercepted in 

I the schooner La^Leona, which was taken by ErCoo- 

greso, privateer from Buenos Ayres* 

** 1 informed your excellency in my former commu- 
nication that the rebels, cabecillasj who made their es* 
cape after More|os's defeat, on the 5th of last month, had 
a^ain collected themselves into a body in the intendencia 
of Puebla. They have since assembled at Tehuacan, 
and have there formed another junta. Many disputes 
have arisen respecting the presidency of this junta ; but 
Manuel Teran, excelling his opponents in talents, and 
liaving besides sixteen hundred well-armed men under 
bis command, has the best chance of occupying Morekis'i 
former seat. 

*« The rebels, still trembling for their fate, had no 
sooner reached Tehuacan than they sent to me, throi^li 
the medium of the municipality of Mexico, the adjomed 
despatch : by which your excellency will perceive that 
they claim, in the most haughty and audacious style, that 
we should restore to them Morelos ; alleging, in support 
of this claim, as an independent people, the rights of 
war and of nations^ 

** Their claims, which I have treated with silent con- 
tempt, have not prevented me from inflicting .condign 
punishment on the criminal whose restoration they de- 
aaand. I beg of your excellency to mark their expressions { 
you will trace in them the chajracttf of these rebelst the 
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bigb opinion they bare of themselves, the decision wlA 
which tbej act, and the hopes thej entertain.* By the 
gazettes which I enclose, 70UF excellency wiU see the 
iodulto which I have published ; which was done more 
to conciliate the public opinion in favour of the govern- 
oient than to indulge the rebels. 

*^ Your excellency may be assured that this measure 
will not endanger the public safety ; for, with some few 
exceptions, none will have recourse to the offered par- 
don ; and of course the principal leaders and their bands 
will not lay down those arms which they are more ac- 
customed to from the habit of plunder, than to obtain 
^eir independence. If, fortunately, contrary to my ex* 
pectation, the number of those wiUing to submit to our 
arms should be more considerable, that will prove that 
they resign all hopes, aud then we have nothing more to 
(ear. 

** Had Brigadier Don J. Moreno Daoiz, governor of 
Puebla j attended to my orders, he would have prevent* 
ed the rebels from again uniting themselves at Tehuacan, 
or he would have so harassed tliem that their plans must 
have been frustrated. Since the rebels have ended their 
civil broils, and formed a government to act in concert 
with the bands which infest the roads between Vera 
Cruz and Mexico, and with those which pervade the 
coast of Barlovento ; and since the infamous Toledo has 
landed with armaments and military stores, they have 
extended their operations to Oaxaca, Orizava, Cordova, 
and many other towns in the intendencia of Puebla. I 
enclose to your excellency the proclamation which the 
traitor Toledo issued on his return from North America. 

** Daoiz has been prevented from acting against the 
rebels, being deprived of one corps of troops, which waa 
sent as an escort for the money conveyed to Vera Cms 
in the beginning of laat month. These troops Brigadier 
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llifawz still keeps in bis service, notwithstanding his 
jwomise of seadiBg tbem back. Although Miyarez haus a 
eonsidefat^ force under his command, which has been 
contiBually increased by the troops which bave joined 
him ill the different towns through which he has march- 
ed : and although the rebels evacuated, on the Bth of 
May, £1 Fuente del Rey, which they had fortified, still 
be keeps Brigadier Daoiz's troops as an ,esoort for him- 
self. 

** I ebclose to your excellency the last despatch from 
Miyarez, with my answer, ordering that the above-meo- 
<tioned troops might be sent back to protect the towos of 
Orizava and Cordova, where the tobacco belonging to tfie 
king, which is the govemment's principal treasure, is de- 
posited. By the copy of my orders, your excellency 
will see my remarks oo Miyarez's plan of erecting seven 
forts in the twenty-two leagues between Xalapa and Vera 
Cruz. I foresee that these forts could only exist during 
the dry season ; for when the rains come on, the land 
would be so marshy that the troops would be under the 
necessity of withdrawing. Were Miyarez's plan put in 
•xecution, such considerable distances would separate 
Ihe troops, that it would be impossible to pursue the re- 
bels with success : or were the coast attacked, as is ex- 
pected, and assistance suddenly called for, it could not be 
given. 

*^ According to the lajtt intelligence which I have re^ 
eetved, Toledo has returned to New-Orieans, acctopa- 
liied by emissaries and officers appointed by the former 
congress, who are to serve in the expedition destined te 
the Provincias Intemas. It is said that Toledo wanted 
coumge to place himself at the head of the troops in the 
vicinity of Vera Cruz, and that he was therefore to re* 
tarn to Boquilla de Piedra, taking reioforcemeots fipom 
New-OiieaBS* 
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** 1 beg to inforin jour excellency that I have intelH- 
gence from North America, relating to the arrival of J. 
Bonaparte at Washington, and to the conduct of the go- 
vernment of the United States, which is inclined to favour 
the revolution here ; the complaint made by the minister, 
Don L. de Onis, and the satisfactory answer of the presi- 
dent. Your excellency will likewise see my answer to 
Onis on the same subject. As much confidence is not to 
be placed in the government of Washington, which is in- 
terested in the emancipation of these provinces, and is 
desirous of forming a government for them aAer the mo- 
del of its own, I repeat, therefore, to your excellency 
the necessity of sending cruisers to the coast of Vera 
Cruz, and likewise land as well as naval forces and 
clothing. The clothing made here is costly, and not 
durable. It cannot be difficult for your excellency to 
obtain what is needful from England. It is necessary 
that we should be prepared, in case the factions in North 
America should realize their meditated invasion. 

^^Don N. Arredondo, commander in the Provincias 
Internas Orientates, informed me in his letter, dated the 
13tb of November, 1815, that on the frontiers of those 
provinces, as well as on the banks of the river Sabinas, 
there are many bands of insurgents ; and this intelligence 
perfectly agrees with that received from the minister 
Onts. Arredondo describes likewise the defenceless 
state of the provinces under bis command, and adds, that 
be bas not the means of placing them in the necessary 
state of defence. Notwithstanding the assistance which 
1 have frequently given to Arredondo, the attention I am 
compelled to pay to what surrounds me, and the expen- 
ses of my own army, which exceed the actual resourced 
of thU 'treasury, your excellency will see th^ measures I 
bave been induced to take. 

** I cannot help lamenting the situation of this viceroy- 
18 
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aUy ; the king^s authority is no longer supported witfa 
vigour, from the general relaxation which pervades eveiy 
class of society since the revolution. As a proof of this, 
Arredondo wanted a thousand muskets ; I eould not Mip- 
ply him, because the number of muskets made here are 
not sufficiept to replace those we have already lost, or 
are destroying every day. I therefore ordered Don J. 
de la Cruz, the commander in Nueva Gallicia, who had 
lately received four thousand from the East-Indies, to 
supply Arredondo, yet he has never complied with my 
orders ; and if he does not, I must apply to your excel- 
lency more expressly on the subject. 
/ ** Unless the frontiers or the coast be attacked, or the 
/North Americans openly declare for the insurgents, or J. 
Bonaparte and his partisans succeed in obtaining money 
to realize their plans, I see no immediate prospect of the 
king's authority being overthrown. Since the impri- 
sonment of Morelos, with the exception of the inten- 
dencia of PuebU, where the principal leaders of the re- 
bels are assembled, the whole country enjoys a degree of 
tranquillity ; yet we are surrounded every where with 
nqmberless bands of robbers, which intercept the com- 
munication with many parts, and stop the progress of 
agriculture, of trade, and of working the mines, in which 
consists the wealth of the people. These bands are not 
sufficiently powerful to defeat the regular troops, to take 
towns, or to intercept the convoys ; yet we have not the 
strength necessary to destroy them, though they are fre- 
quently defeated, often harassed, and severely punished 
if they fall into our power, as your excellency will see 
by the gazettes separately enclosed* God preserve yoor 
excellency ! 

«<Mexico» «<F£LtX CALLEJAr 

December 31, 1815.^' 
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Letter from the Mexican oougtos at Tebuacan to the 
viceroy Calleja. 

^* The chance of war has placed in your power Don 
J« M* Morelos, who was made prisoner on the morning of 
the 5tb of this month in the environs of Temalaca, en* 
deavouring to protect the retreat of the national repre- 
sentatives. These representatives greatly fear that your 
excellency will not spare the life of this illustrious war- 
rior, nor even treat, him with the respect due to his cba* 
racter. We know that this war is considered by your ex-: 
cellency as the rebellion of a few unhappy wretches, not 
as the spontaneous and general will of a people justly ir* 
ritated. You have endeavoured to impress the minds of 
the civilized world with thu disadvantageous idea of our 
revolution ; though the continuance of the war, and the 
universal cry of the people, demanding their liberty, €od«> 
tradict your assertions. Yet these national representa- 
tives would be deficient in their duty, were they not to 
implore your excellency to preserve the valuable life of 
Don J. M. Morelos, who is both one of the principal war- 
riors in Mexico, and a member of our government We 
conjure your excellency, in the name of the nation, and 
in consideration of the severe sufferings this war has al- 
ready occasioned us, to spare the life of Don J. M. Mo- 
relos. We send you the proclamation which we have 
lately circulated among the troops in Mexico ; and we 
hope that your excellency, who, in your communication 
of the 14th ultimo to Dr. D. P. de la Fonte, granting the 
£ivour of the indulto to Don J. N. Rocainz, boasts of hu- 
manity being the guide of his actions, will henceforth re- 
frain from shedding the blood of the inhabitants of this 
country, and will let horror, desolation, and death cease^ 
We, on our part, have constantly evinced moderation^ 
Reflect on the crime you will commit if you take the life 
of Morelos ; his death would be a fatal omen to you and 
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your parly. Remember the chances of war \ Coosidei 
the vicissitudes of empires 1 £xamioe our sititati«n tad 
resources — tremble^ and fear veof^nce i While ymi are 
erne], what pan you expect, should the cfaaace of war 
place you in ^ur hands ? Can your priso«iefs have a right 
to. implojre our clemency ? Will you oblige us to repent 
of the moderation we have shown to your party, notwtth- 
standiug our Just indignation ? And, lastly, consider that 
you and sixty thousand Spaniards must answer for the 
smallest ill treatment of Generalissimo Morelos. He is 
inexpressibly dear to every American ; nor would the ill 
treatment of Morelos be vietwed with indifference ;even by 
those who are mere spectators of our strug^e. 

^ U J. SOTCRp D£ CAST£NAI>A, 

Presi(lent pf the Congfeti. 
L. Y. ALAS, 

President of the Government 
L. J. M. PONCE DE LEON, 
^' Tehnaean, Freflident of the Supreme Coari 

17th November, 1815.^* of Justice. 

Addressed to the General of the Spanish army. 

The loss of Morelos was very soon felt by the patriots. 
They disagreed among themselves, and Don M. TersD» 
taking advantage of the existing disunion, planned to dis- 
solve the congress by force, which he did in the following 
December, 18 J 5. Tl^ supreme authority was then vest- 
ed in Teran himself, Don £. Y. Alas, and Don N. 
Cumplido. ^- Since that time the independents have been 
constantly losing ground, but the particulars of the war 
are obscure to us. 

The viceroy Calleja has been succeeded by Don Juan 
R. de Apodaca, who. has entirely changed the plan of 
policy of the preceding viceroys, by endeavouring to. 
gain the affection of the Mexicans, instead of inspiring 
them with terror. This plan has been crowned wilhsuc- 
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cess, and if we give credit to the accounts from Vera Cruz 
and the capital of Mexico, the revolution in that quarter 
is at an end. 

/"f^^^evertbelesB, part of the Provincias Intemas still resist 
the royal forces. The patriots have been there joined by 
an expedition under the young General JIfina. This ge- 
neral sailed from Liverpool in the month of May lastyear, 
1816, having on board about seven thousand stand of arms, ' 
some officers, and equipages for two thousand infantry 
and five huadred cavalry, tie arrived in the UnjM 
Btales in Ju9e» aiad there added to the number of oScera, 
Ukd got ijDore muskets, after which be aai|cd for the. Gulf 
of Mexico. This expedition suffered much during the 
passage from the weather and disease. Mioa landed at 
last at Haiagoida, wher^ the inhabitant!, and Ainjr, the 
coQunaki^er of the privateers in that quarter, joined hij»> 
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CONCLUSION, 



The new goTernments establbbed In Spanish AoDerica^ 
not trusting to tbeir own strength to support their inde- 
pendence, have applied for protectioh to difierent pow- 
ers. For this purpose the junta of Caraccas deputed Don 
Telesforo Orea to Washington in the year 1810 ; ati<f 
Don Pedro G«u) went on a similar mission from the ecm- 
gress of New Grenada in 181 5w Doctor Herrera was 
likewise sent last year, 1816, by the Uexican congressi 
as was Don Lino de Clemente by General Bolivar. The 
government of Washington, though evidently pleased with 
this revolution, has not judged it expedient to lend the 
independents any assistance ; and indeed, spurred on by 
the Spanish ambassador Onis, it issued a proclamation on 
1st September, 1815, ordering the persons who had as- 
sembled in Louisiana, with the intention of entering Meii- 
co, to be dispersed. A bill was likewise proposed for 
discussion by the President of the United States, and has 
BOW passed, empowering the government to prevent the 
sale of vessels of war to the subjects of any other power, 
and thus effectually preventing the arming and equipping 
vessels of war in any of their ports, destined to be em- 
ployed against nations in amity with the United States. 
The citizens have, however, openly declared for the in- 
dependents, and it is owing to their support that the Mexi- 
cans especially have been enabled to repair the continual 
losses which they have sustained in the struggle. 
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Tbc(juDta of Caraccas deputed Don Luis Lopez MeQ"- 
dez and Don Simon Bolivar to solicit the British to sup4 
port their <^au8e^ In consequence of this application, the 
Britisb government issued, in 1810,. a decree in its Westr 
Indian possessions, ordering the islands to maintain a per- 
fect neutrality in the contest between Spain and Spanish 
America, on condition that the new governments should 
act in the name of Ferdinand the Seventh. After the re- 
storation of Ferdinand, the Prince Regent concluded a 
treaty of peace with him ; and in two articles added to 
that treaty, it was stated, *' that tlie Prince Regent hoped 
Ferdinand would restore peace in his American colonies ; 
and that, entertaining this hope, he would engage not to 
assist the insurgents, and would even endeavour to pre- 
vent his subjects from giving them any assistance/' 

Don Manuel Sarratea*s mission from the government of 
Buenos Ayres, and that of Don Jose Maria del Real, 
who was sent by the congress of New Grenada in 1814, 
tiave not been productive of any advantage, though they 
were both commissioned to make proposals very advan- 
tageous to the British commerce; one was, to offer to the 
Britisb the exclusive commerce with New Grenada and , 
.Venezuela for twenty years j yet Don Jose Maria del 
Raal has efen repeatedly solicited in- vain to be favoured 
only with a conference with the minister of the foreiga 
department. The exportation of arms from England to 
the West-Indies has been long attended with great diffi* 
eirity ; but now it is entirely prohibited, lest arms thus 
exported should find their way to the independents. 

Notwithstanding the universal discontent existing ia 
Spanish America against the Spaniards and their goveror 
ment, which was increased by the Spaniards, declaring 
^ that Spanish America ought to share the fate of Spain» 
whatever that might be»" yet it is doubtful whetb«r the 
tf^pamsh Americans would have commenced a revolution^ 
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&ad not tbe British soiemoly promised tbem their suppoit* 
la saying this, I allude to the weli-knowa iostfticUoiw 
given to Sir. Thomas PictoD» in tbe year 1797, by Che^ 
then minister for the colonial department, Mr. Dimdas ; 
in which the Britisb goyenuneat pledges itself to funush 
every kind ofsupport to those vbo mere exciting revolt 
in Venezuela. These instructions were circulated lo the 
islands, and from thence passed over to the Gontineal. 
But they availed nothing at that period, and might evea 
faav« sunk into oblivion, had pot the Britisb govennnent 
again most positively praved Jts decided inteotioD ci 
emancipating Spanish America, first, by the ejLpeditioD 
sent to Buenos Ay res under Generals Wbiteio$k and Be* 
lesford ; and next, by the expedition fitted out by Gene- 
ral Miranda against Venezuela. This expedition, which . 
landed in Portugal to oppose the French in 1808, was des- 
tined to sail for Spanish America under the comioand ef 
Lord Wellesley, who was to be accompanied by Geoerai 
Miranda, to give independence to the new cciaiiiieftt 
So deeply was it impressed on the minds of the inhabtl- 
ants of Spanjsh America, that the English favoured their 
revolution, that, in the beginning of 181Q, none, not eveB 
the Spaniards, had the smallest doubt on the sulyect 
Tbe disappointment of the Americans, when the coune 
that tbe British government was pursuing in tbe traeaalc 
lantk disturbances was koMOwn, was very sevens, it ks- 
«ened much their confidence of succeas ; yet, as. the met- 
eiires that the jEnglish were taking were eeitber decided- 
ly for nor against Ahem, the hopes of the Americans wem 
Slot extinguished. It was exceedingly to be regretted it 
that time that the European policy of England pceveoted 
lier from fulfilling the promises of support whieh she bad 
;SQ iincoodkionally made to the American patriots. It 
«annot be concealed that tbf se promises had a poweriMl 
efect ia exciting the Americans to tbe cesistaooe whidi 
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they were tkea making to Spain— a resistance during 
wbicii more tbao three hundred thousand lives have been 
lost ; and which^ vrithout the interference of England, 
might either have been delayed to a more £sivourabl^ 
time, or so managed as to avoid much of the bloodshed 
and cruelties which it is actually occasioning. 

Two yeaf^ had elapsed since the revolution had com- 
weacedy when the, fatal earthquake at Caraccas happened ; 
which, being considered an ominous presage, again bias- 
sed the liiinds of the people in favour of r^al govern* 
ment. The conduct of the governors of the Britisbt 
West- India islands, in that season of public distress, 
seemed to evince the policy of the British government 
with reapect to the independents. Not the amallest aa"* 
sistaiice did the people of Caraccas at that pariod receive i 
and ft was only by the liberality of the congress of the 
United States that the few whom the Earthquake spared 
did not perish by iiatmine. The royalists reconquered 
Venezuela, and were carrying their triumphant arms into 
Naw Grenada with a spirit of revenge corresponding with 
that antmoiiity eipressed by the regency of Cadiz to- 
wards the South Americans. The country was then on 
the brink of destruction, and the government of New 
Grenada resorted to the expedient of imploring succour 
from a foreign power. But what power could they h^ 
recourise to ? Europe seemed at that era div ided between 
Uie government of Bonaparte and the influence of Eng- 
land. From England there was little hope of assistance i 
she seemed decidedly fixed On her system of nei^trality. 
From France, then, alone they had reason to hope for 
protection. Bonaparte had indeed twice declared that 
he would second the efibrts of the new world to obtain 
independence ; and the Americans were aware that, if 
such were his will, be could supply them with arms 
and officers, whkh waa all they rec^uired. But it wda 
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dKcided^ that propdsah should be renewed to the United 
States of America'; and in case of Allure, an appliefttkm 
was tiien to be made to the French government. Tbi9 
double mission was [ntrusfed, in the year 181S, to Dua 
M. Paiacio Faxar. He addressed himself, hi conse- 
quence, to Mr. Madison, theli President T)f the United 
States of America. He made known to binof the danger 
Which at that period threatened l^ew Grenada and Vene- 
zuela ; and observed that; unassisted, the people were 
unable to support the struggle necessary to obtain their 
freedom. The President answered, that ** though the 
United States of America were not in alliance, thej were 
at peace with Spain, and could not therefore assist' the 
independents ; still, as inhabitants of the same continent, 
thej sincerely wished well to their exertions." Don M. 
Palacio Faxar then addressed himself to M. 'S^mirieri 
ambassador from France to the United States, who most 
strongly recommended that he should apply to his court; 
This D. P. Faxar did, and Bonaparte did not disappoint 
his expectations. Every arrangement was making to 
give the necessary assistance to the Americans^ when the 
battle of Leipsick took place, which led to the total oye^ 
throw of Bonaparte. 

Spanish America has no allies to support her in her 
pif^sent struggle, but the partisans of independence have 
considerably increased within the last seven years. 
Whatever may be the opinion in Europe of the military 
strength of Spain, it is certain that, sided by the religioa 
and foltri of government so long established in America, 
the Spaniards are powerful enemies in the new world. 
The intelligence of the imprisonment of the royal family 
of Spain was not productive of any attempt to revolt ; qa 
the contrary, enthusiasm for assisting the mother country 
in her struggle was universal, The South Americans ex- 
pected that their long-continued grievances might now 
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meet with redress, since the reins of goyemmeut were in 
the liadids of tbeir compaoions in tbpse sufferings which 
Ibe preceding administration had for manj years' inflicted 
upon them. And the addresses from the Spaniards were 
couched in such a stjie of candour and benevolence, that 
tfaej had great hopes of an approaching political ameiio- 
ration. Two years however elapsedf and no change tar 
king place, their hopes vanished. The sproclamation of 
Don Pedro Cevaltos, showing the grounds up^n which 
Spain might disown the abdications and cessions at Bay- 
onne ; the, report presented by Don'M. G. Jovellaaos td 
the central junta, proving the right which a nation in 
many cases has to revolt against the government ; the 
leading principle of the sovereignty of the people pro* 
cbiflied hy the Spanish juntas : and more plurticularly 
the decree issued by the central junta, on the Idth ot 
October, 1809, declaring the South Americans to be 
equal in rights with the Spaniards, enlightened the people 
m the course tbey were to take in those perplexing cir- 
cumstances in which the mother country found herself 
daily more involved. Hearing now, lor the first time, tha 
rights of men pMitly avowed, and duU by the Spaniards, 
it was not extraordinary that the South Americans listened 
with avidity to these doctrines, or that they should deter- 
mine to avail themsdves of the first opportunity to put 
them in practice. Tl^e sitiaation of the peninsula grew 
every day more desperate ; the Spanish armies were de- 
feated in almost every engagement ; and what increased 
the evil was, that the treason of their generals, was said 
by the Spaniards to be the cause of these defeats. The 
government was considered to want energy, and its 
members did not possess the confidence of the people*. 
The French having dispersed the whole Spanish army at 
Ocana, took possession of the Andalusias, with the excep- 
tion of Cadiz and the island of Leon. Some of the mem« 
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ben of liie central junta then assemlHed in the island of 
Leon, and placed their pretended power in- the faandaofa 
regency chosen by tbemselres. What cotild Spanisli 
America expect from such a gorernment, wbrch Marcelj 
IMnsesned ground even to stand on 1 To establish prorio- 
cial juntas vras tlie prevailing wish ; and this measure was 
adopted in Venezuela, New Grenada, €htlt, Buenos 
Ay res, and lastiy io Zilaquaro in Mexico. But still a 
rupture witb the mother country was not even thought of. 
The Spaniards perceived but too late the extent of the 
evil they had themselves occasioned by th^r conduct and 
publications. Orders were circulated that no publication, 
except the gazette of the regency, should be carried into 
America. The poison had however taken effect, and 
Hiese orders could not act as antidotes. More conciliator/ 
Measures might have checked the spirit for revolt, or at 
least it would have assumed a less obstinate character; 
buA after the decree of the regency declaring Caraccas 
in a state of open rebellion, it appeared irrevocably fixed. 
This increased the partisans of the revolution, and con- 
firmed the decisions of its instigators. The Indians and 
the mixed races seemed attached to the revolution from 
the period when equality of rights bad been proclaimed, 
.^tnd when the new goverment had abolished some of the 
taxes, tributos, alcabala, estancos, &c. 

The cortes might have recalled the allegiance of Spa- 
ni^ America, had their conduct been consistent widi tbe 
Kberal principles which they professed. At first Ibcy 
treated'the revolution with indifference, and were even 
regardless of the remonstrances made by the deputies re* 
presenting Spanish America, whose nomination they had 
themselves obtained from the Americans residing io the 
island of Leon. And when the cortes were prevailed 
upon to give a hearing to these deputies, their partiality 
and inconsbtency were too openly evinced. As ancz- 



d by Google 



217 

-ample : it liad been decreed that the constilotioii formed 
hy the cortes, should be established in Mexico and Lima, 
where the atrthoritj of the cortes was yet acknowledged. 
The viccirojs, Abascai and Venegas« complied with this 
decree ; but some monllis after^ growing weary of the 
oliservations made bj the new publications, they began 
bj suspending the liberty of the press! Although ^this 
was considered by the constitution an act of high treason, 
the cortes, far from enforctsig the penalties enacted for 
such an infringement^ decreed the entire suspension of 
the constitution until peace should be finally restored in 
Spanish America. 

The return of Ferdinand might haye brought with it 
the return of peace. The people were tired of war ; 
the leaders of the revolution disappointed in their views ; 
a large body of the people in a state of apathy or indif- 
ference ; and, what was still more iiiiportant, the Tene* 
lation attached to the name of Ferdinand still existed,* 
though in some degree lessened. When MoriHo carried 
to Venezuela the intelligence of the restoration of the 
king at the head of ten thousand men, he ^id more inju- 
ry to the royal cause by this measure, than the massacres 
of Qjaito, Barinas, Barcelona^ Qjuautla, and Goanaxoato, 
or the executinns at l.si Pav., Santa Fd de Bogota, Cartba- 
gena, Puerto Cabello, Acatita de Bajan, Furuaran, &c. 
The South Americans then clearly saw that they had 
nothing to expect either from the nation or from the 
king ; the decided revolution may, in consequence, date 
its origin from this period. 

Had thirty thousand men been landed on the Ameri- 
ean shores, when intelligence was given of the king's re- 
storation, such a force might perhaps have suspended the 
revolution for some years, though even fiAy thousand 
men could not at this period effect as much as a smaller 
number mightlkave done earlier. But it doeinot appear 
19 
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(bat anj great advantage could arise to Europe, or eYen 
to Spain, were she again to subdue that countrj. Should 
the rojal forces triuniph, dislike and innumeraUe coo- 
apiracies would be the necessary consequence of the op- 
pressive system the royalists would intro«^uce» 

To form an idea of the preseot state of the reTolatioo, 
we must consider Spanish America as divided into three 
parts, which act independently of each other : ist, Mexi- 
co ; 2d, Venezuela and New Grenada ; 36^ Buenos Ajm 
and Chili. 

In Mexico the conciliatory measureaoftfae new viceroy, 
Apodaca, have succeeded in restoring tranquillity is a 
great part of the revolted province^ ; and if we are to 
believe the Spanish accounts, in the absence of intelligence 
from the patriots, the vevolution is now confined to some 
of the Provincias Internas Orieotales. An expe^Hoo, 
however, landed on the Mexican shores, near Tampico, 
about four months ago, under the young Genenl Mioa* 
and his operations agaiq^t the royalists are notyet knowo. 

The island of Macgarfta, Guayana, and part of the pro- 
vinces of Maracaybo, Cumana, Barinas, and Caraccas, 
are in the power of the independents. General Bolivar, 
as supreme chief^ rules the country by the appointmeDt 
of the congress which he had convoked by a proclamatioa 
dated from Margarita, the 28th of December, 1816. Ne<^ 
Grenada is vdiolly in the possession of the voyalists ; but 
the provinces of Popayan and Tuoja are said to be io a 
state of insurrection. The troops of New Grenada, 
which, after the battle of Cachiri, withdrew into Venezu- 
ela, occupied last March the province of Casanare in Ne^ 
Grenada, and part of the provinces of Barinas and Mara^ 
caybo. 

The provinces of Rio de la Plata are ruled by the con- 
gress, except La Banda Oriental, which Artigas goreras 
independently f between whom, however, and the con* 
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gress, a good andersfandiDg now subsisfs. Artigas* troops 
are eniplojed in repulsing the Portuguese ; and those of 
the congress against the royalists froti Lima, who have 
lately retreated to Potosi. Don J. M. Puyrredon is at 
the head of theiBuenos Ayres government. An army of 
four thousand men has invaded Chili under the command 
of Genera} San Martin, who, since the battle of Chaca- 
buco, has completely possessed himself of those provin- 
ces. 

The American seas are swarming with privateers 
equipped by the independent governments of Mexico, 
Venezuela, and Buenos Ayres. Most of them are under 
the immediate orders of three officers, who are, Brion 
from Venezuela, Taylor from Buenos Ayres, and Aurjr 
from Mexico. The privateers cruise in the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, among the West-Indian islands, the Azores, and evea 
before Cadiz. 

l^e Situation of the respective armies, the obstinacy of 
the contending parties, and the means they both possess- 
ef protracting the war, render it probable that it will be 
long. Spain is making extraordinary efibrts to recover 
her authority, and more than forty thousand men have al- 
ready been sent to Spanish America since the beginning 
ef the revolution. But what will be the issue of the contest 
at targe, it would be hazardous to prognosticate. It 
seems, however, reasonable to suppose, that the spirit of 
independence tn Spanish America is too general to be suc- 
cessfully opposed much longer from a distance of two 
thousand leagues in the present state of the Spanish mo^ 
»archy. 
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